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B 15 Texas Students Selected for 2016 Young Masters Grants

The Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) and the Texas Cultural Trust (TCT) are proud to
announce the 2016 class of Young Masters, a program that provides exemplary art
students in grades 8-11 with the financial help they need to pursue advanced study in the
areas of visual arts, literary arts, music, theater, dance, musical theater, and media arts.
This year's promising young students come from 11 cities and together display a variety of
artistic talents.

The state's most
talented young
artists receive the
title of "Young
Master" and are
awarded grants of
$5,000 per year to
further their
studies in their
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THE 2016 CLASS OF TEXAS YOUNG MASTERS:

Todd Baker, i o Grade, Carrollton, Dance
Samantha Choo, < il Grade, Plano, Music/Violin
Emma Colwell, 119G rade, Grand Prairie, Musical Theater
Margaret Errickson, gth Grade, Houston, Visual Arts/Mixed Media
Quinlan Facey, 11" Grade, Plano, Music/Piano
Niell Gorman, 11" Grade, Houston, Visual Arts
Shadden Hashem, 13* Grade, Colleyville, Dance

Mia Heckler, T Grade, Bellaire, Musical Theater
Bhargavi Sarangapani, 9" Grade, Coppell, Dance/Indian Classical
Fiona Shea, 11 Grade, Lubbock, Music/Violin
Emma Sutherland, gth Grade, Dallas, Dance
Zane Unger, 11" Grade, Dallas, Dance
Olivia Vanderslice, 13" Grade, Garland, Dance
Johnathan Wu, s Ll Grade, Plano, Music/Violin
Anton Zhou, 11" Grade, Sugar Land, Visual Arts

chosen arts
disciplines.
Students are
eligible to receive
the grant for two
years, but they
must submit a
report and update
application. This
gifted group of 15
students
represents the
eighth class of
Young Masters.

Since the
program's
inception in 2002,
the TCT and TCA have given 278 grants to 139 Young Masters, awarding $857,500 to
aspiring artists from across the state.

In order to be considered for the Young Masters grant, students must be legal U.S.
residents living in Texas and participating in a school-based program, a summer institute,
or a specialized course of study or receiving private lessons from a qualified professional
instructor. They must also maintain passing grades in all academic areas. The Young
Masters were selected by a citizen panel of experts from across the state based on artistic
excellence, level of commitment and quality of their proposed plan of action.

The Texas Cultural Trust will present the 2016 class of Young Masters at an awards
ceremony and star-studded concert on April 25th at Austin's ZACH Theatre with honorary
chair First Lady Cecilia Abbott and special guest Holland Taylor. The evening will feature
special performances by Tosca String Quartet, the Peterson Brothers, Blackshear
Elementary Fine Arts Academy Chorus, and past Young Master award recipients. For
complete information on the event, including tickets, please visit www.txculturaltrust.org.

TCA Grant Opportunity

TCA has an upcoming application deadline that your organization may be eligible for. As
always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your organization's goals and eligibility to
determine which programs are right for you. You may also request that a TCA staff
member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would be
made at least two weeks before the application deadline.
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Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and
units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance. These applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.
Activity must be conducted: Between June 15, 2016 and August 31, 2016

Application deadline: Midnight on May 2, 2016

Application form: Online

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

N Getting Inside Artists' Heads: We've Got an App for
That!

TCA's next free professional development webinar is Getting Inside Artists' Heads:
We've Got an App for That! In this webinar, held live on Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 2
PM CST, the staff of Houston's River Oaks Chamber Orchestra (ROCO) will share their
experiences incorporating mobile technology into a recent performance. Always looking for
ways to innovate and personalize the concert experience, ROCO recently introduced an
app that allows their audiences to know what the musicians are thinking in performance in
real time. ROCO staff will talk about how they decided to use the app, how they worked
with the app's creators to develop and set up the app content, and how it's opened up a
whole new experience for their audience. A question and answer session will follow the live
presentation along with general discussion of apps for arts nonprofits. Register now for this
webinar!

Named by Musical America as one of classical music's Top 30
Influencers for 2015, Alecia Lawyer is the Founder, Artistic &
Director and Principal Oboist of the River Oaks Chamber i
Orchestra. ROCO features 40 dynamic, engaging and virtuosic B ‘
professional musicians from around the nation and guest I al
conductors from around the world. ROCO performances are Alec a Lawyer
broadcast regularly to a nationwide audience on American Public Media's Performance
Today.

In 2015, the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra named Eric Skelly as their
Executive Director. Skelly has enjoyed a long career in arts marketing

( and public relations with nonprofit arts organizations including Houston
Public Media (KUHF, Classical 91.7, Houston PBS) at University of
l Houston, Society for the Performing Arts, the Cleveland Orchestra, and

Erc Skelly Houston Grand Opera.

If you missed any of the webinars in this series, recordings are available on our Vimeo
page.
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M Take the TCA Customer Service Survey

The Texas Commission on the Arts is assessing the quality of its customer service.
Please take a few minutes to complete our online survey. We plan to use the information
gathered through this online survey to refine our services and to help the Legislature
understand the scope of our work. Through this process, we hope to better serve you and
the arts industry in Texas!

Your participation and feedback on this survey is of tremendous importance. Please
complete the online survey no later than May 12, 2016.

W Texas Touring Roster Artist Rural Tours

In an effort to provide more quality
performances and arts opportunities in rural
areas of the state, TCA has chosen eight
Texas Touring Roster artists and groups to
provide free performances in rural counties
(TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the
performances directly.). Each artist or group
provides six performances in an assigned
area, and the performances are hosted by
local nonprofits, units of government, or
schools. In the summer, these tours focus on
youth summer reading programs in libraries.
Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit Guadalupe Dance Company

or unit of government (including schools and

libraries) is eligible to apply for an Arts Respond Performance Support grant for up to half of
a Texas Touring Roster artist's fee.

In May, audiences in Brown, Eastland, Lampasas, Mills, and San Saba counties can catch
Chaski on their spring rural tour, which will serve several schools. Performances open to
the public will be held at the Lampasas Public Library on Thursday, May 12 and Lake
Brownwood State Park on Saturday, May 14. The Guadalupe Dance Company will
perform at the Pearsall Public Library in Frio County on May 4, the Medina Community
Library in Bandera County on May 16, and the Castroville Library in Medina County on
May 28. line upon line percussion completed their southeast Texas rural tour in March,
visiting and performing at Woodville High School, Diboll High School, Diboll Civic Center,
Warren High School, Jasper Middle School, and Jasper High School.
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Summer tours are being scheduled by the artists assigned to them. We'll share more
information on those tours in a future newsletter. Special thanks to the fantastic artists
conducting rural tours on TCA's behalf this year.

- Join Our
Mailing List ’

Texas Commission on the Arts

anina@arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts .texas.gov

The Texas Commission on the Arts receives funding from the Texas State Legislature, the
National Endowment for the Arts, The Texas: State of the Arts license plate, Target, the Texas
Cultural Trust, and Texas Women for the Arts.
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