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Ruthie Foster is one of the artists who will be joiﬁing the 2016-2018 Texas Touring Roster.

B New Artists Added to Texas Touring Roster

At their June 1 quarterly meeting, TCA Commissioners voted to add 20 Texas artists and groups
to the Texas Touring Roster. The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists and
companies that tour the state to provide quality arts experiences. It is open to all artistic
disciplines: dance, music, theater, literature, storytelling, visual arts, and film/media arts. Being
listed on the Texas Touring Roster attests to an artist's quality and allows the artist to refer
potential clients to the Arts Respond Performance Support grant program for partial funding.
For the upcoming roster, artists on the current roster were allowed to renew their place on the
roster for an additional two years without substantial changes. In all, 158 artists renewed their
current roster listings.

Artists not currently on the roster, and two on the roster but seeking substantial changes to
their listings, submitted full applications in January for consideration. Of 105 applications
reviewed by a panel of presenting and touring professionals in March, the twenty earning the
highest scores were approved by Commissioners to become Texas Touring Roster artists,
bringing the total number of artists on the roster to 178. TCA congratulates the artists and
companies approved to be on the 2016-2018 Texas Touring Roster. The online Texas Touring
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Roster is being updated to include the new listings and will be available by July 1.

The twenty artists and companies approved to be added to the roster are:

Aztex, Kyle; Bike Zoo, Austin; Bruce Wood Dance Company, Dallas; Dark Circles Contemporary
Dance, Southlake; Ruthie Foster, Austin; Pamela Hart, Cedar Park; Las Tesoros de San Antonio,
San Antonio; Laser Spectacles, San Marcos; Montopolis Chamber Ensemble, Austin; Mother
Falcon, Austin; Steve Parker, Austin; Puppet Pizzazz, Houston; Woody Russell, Austin; ire'ne lara
silva, Austin; Peggy Stern, Austin; Tapestry Dance Company, Austin; Tumbaka, Houston;

Van Cliburn Foundation, Fort Worth (on current roster, sought changes); Matt Wilson, Austin;
and WindSync, Houston.

™ professional Development Webinar and a Bonus Labor Law Webinar

Building a Fundraising Board & Fundraising Basics

TCA's next live professional development webinar,
Building a Fundraising Board & Fundraising Basics, will be
offered June 15 at 2 PM CST. Want to increase individual
giving for your organization? Don't miss this information-
packed webinar for arts administrators, arts organization
board members, and nonprofit leaders working in the
field of fundraising and development. Cookie Ruiz, CFRE,
Executive Director, Ballet Austin and Vice President of
the Board of Texans for the Arts, will provide challenging Cookie Ruiz
professional development material with content for all

levels including: How to Develop a Strong Fundraising Board; and The Seven Faces of
Philanthropy - Donors Give for Different Reasons, Learn How to Tailor your Ask! Cookie Gregory
Ruiz has more than 25 years of experience in the areas of strategic planning, organizational
development and nonprofit fundraising/management. Since 2002 she has held the professional
designation of Certified Fund Raising Executive (C.F.R.E.) by the Association of Fundraising
Professionals. In 1996 Ms. Ruiz joined the staff of Ballet Austin as Development Director,
became General Manager in 1997 and Executive Director in 1999.

Register now for Building a Fundraising Board & Fundraising Basics! If you can't attend the live
webinar, remember that all of TCA's professional development webinars are recorded and
available on TCA's professional development Vimeo channel for free.

You may also find this federal webinar useful:

Department of Labor Webinar on Upcoming Changes to the Fair Labor Standards Act

On December 1, 2016 major changes to the Fair Labor Standards Act will affect overtime pay for
many employees. To learn more about these changes and how they may impact your
organization, register to attend the US Department of Labor webinar specifically for nonprofits
on Tuesday, June 7 from 12:00-1:30 PM CST. More information and registration for the webinar
can be found here.

Upcoming Grant Opportunities

Mid-America Arts Alliance: Regional Touring Program Grants

Texas is a member of the Mid-America Arts Alliance (MAAA), a regional arts organization.
Through their Regional Touring Program, MAAA offers funding for presenters who are bringing
in artists from outside their state to do a public performance and a related arts activity. The
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next deadline is July 1 and grants are given on a first-come, first-served basis. Presenters may
book artists in any discipline, not just in performing arts. Full information on the grant program
is here.

Texas Commission on the Arts: Arts Respond Project Grants

TCA has an upcoming application deadline that your organization may be eligible for. As
always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your organization's goals and eligibility to determine
which programs are right for you. You may also request that a TCA staff member review your
application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would be made at least two weeks
before the application deadline.

Arts Respond Project grants provide project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on
a short-term basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects
must address one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health &
human services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture.

Activity dates must begin: Between September 1, 2016 and March 31, 2017

Application deadline: Midnight on July 15, 2016

Application form: online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Webinar: TCA will be providing a webinar aimed at new applicants. Look for a separate email
about this soon.

™ TCA Biennial Conference Update

Don't mark your calendars! TCA
is mixing things up with our
popular biennial conference.
Instead of having a large,
general conference in early
2017, we'll be concentratingon a
few smaller, subject-specific
gatherings that will let TCA--and
the Texas arts field--do some
deeper exploration on specific
topics, including cultural
districts. Information on the
gatherings will be provided in a later newsletter, but we wanted to let readers know now that
they do not need to budget time or money for attending the TCA conference until 2019. TCA
will be putting the money the agency budgeted for the 2017 biennial conference into grant
programs instead.

Attendees at the 2015 Texas State of the Arts conference

TCA continues to provide year-round professional development opportunities through our
popular and free webinar series. If you can't attend a live webinar, the recordings are on our
Vimeo channel. If there's a topic you'd like to see addressed in a future webinar, please let us
know.

[] Texas Touring Roster Artist Rural Tours

In an effort to provide more quality performances and arts
opportunities in rural areas of the state, TCA has chosen eight Texas
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Touring Roster artists and groups to provide free performancesin
rural counties (TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the performances
directly.). Each artist or group provides six performances in an
assigned area, and the performances are hosted by local nonprofits,
units of government, or schools. Three spring tours were conducted
earlier this year. In the summer, these tours focus on youth summer
reading programs in libraries. Hosts are reminded that any Texas
nonprofit or unit of government (including schools and libraries) is
eligible to apply for an Arts Respond Performance Support grant for
up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist's fee.

This month, storyteller Jiaan Powers will entertain young Panhandle
area audiences at Motley County Library (June 6), Bicentennial City . 2%
County Library in Paducah (June 6), Memphis Public Library (June 7), Jiaan Powers and Spike
Childress Public Library (June 7), Collingsworth Public Library in

Wellington (June 8), and Thompson Sawyer Public Library in Quanah (June 9). Impande Ye Africa
will perform "Children of Africa" for children served by libraries in northeast Texas, including
Rains County Public Library (June 13), Bonham Public Library (June 14), Paris Public Library (June
14), Bertha Voyer Memorial Library in Honey Grove (June 15), and Red River County Public
Library (June 15).

That same week, in south Texas, storyteller Donna Ingham
will perform in Hebbronville (June 14), at the Kleberg Public
Library in Kingsville (June 15), at Ed Rachal Memorial Library
in Falfurrias (June 15), and at Willacy County Library in
Raymondville (June 16). Donna will return to the Valley to
give afinal free performance at Rio Grande City Public
Library on August 18. Storyteller Eldrena Douma will tell
Eldrena Douma tales for kids served by schools and libraries south of

Lubbock. Library performances will be hosted by Kent
County Library in Jayton (June 6), Yoakum County Library in Plains (June 7) the Cecil Bickley
Library in Denver City (June 7), and Kendrick Memorial Library in Brownfield (June 8).

Audiences between Austin and Bryan will get to enjoy free performances by musician Joe
McDermott. Joe will perform at Smith-Welch Memorial Library in Hearne (June 30), Nancy Carol
Roberts Memorial Library in Brenham (July 12), Carnegie Library in Franklin (July 19), Bremond
Public Library (July 19), and twice at Giddings Public Library (July 21). That's a lot of great
summer reading programming free to rural libraries! TCA is grateful to the fantastic Texas
Touring Roster artists conducting rural tours this year.
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Boo! If you're afraid of spiders, don't worry! Puppet Pizzazz, new to the Texas Touring Roster,
has many other puppets to entertain audiences with.
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