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Student actors take to the ocean during a pivotal scene from their original play "The Island of Lost
Souls" at the culminating theater performance for Big Thought's Creative Solutions Program on July
28, 2016 at the Greer Garson Theatre, Owen Arts Center, Southern Methodist University. Funded by
the Texas Commission on the Arts in fiscal year 2016 through an Arts Respond Project Public Safety
and Criminal Justice grant, Creative Solutions is an intensive performing and visual arts program for
disengaged youth in the juvenile system. Operated in partnership with the Dallas County Juvenile
Department and Southern Methodist University, the program instills skills associated with job and
college readiness through high quality arts instruction. Photo used courtesy of Big Thought.
Photo credit: Can Turkyilmaz @turk_studio.

B A Year in the Life of TCA

A new fiscal year will start for TCA on September 1. This means that much of TCA's summeris
spent wrapping up the work of the fiscal year that's ending while simultaneously readying the
agency-- and assisting applicants-- for the grants to come in the next fiscal year. Here's just
some of what TCA did in fiscal year 2016:

e Designated two new cultural districts, Zona Cultural, in San Antonio, and the Wimberley
Valley Cultural District.
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e Provided 1,620 grants for arts activities to organizations across the state, totaling $7.2
million. Those grants include the introduction of the new Cultural District Project grant
program, which provided 20 grants totaling $1.5 million to arts nonprofits and local
government agencies in 11 different cultural districts in Dallas, El Paso, Galveston,
Houston, Lubbock, San Elizario, and Wimberley.

e With the Texas Cultural Trust, named the 2016 class of Young Masters, 15 high school
students, each excelling in their art form, who applied successfully for two years of
funding (55,000 each year) to help them hone their skills before college.

¢ Added 20 new Texas-based artists to the Texas Touring Roster, bringing the total number
of artists listed on the Roster to 178 talented individuals, groups, and organizations
serving communities around the state.

e Conducted the Poetry Out Loud recitation contest for the state of Texas, and saw Texas
champ Madison Heggins become the fourth Texas studentin a row to be named to the
top nine in the national finals.

e Provided six free professional development webinars and recorded them for the Texas
arts field's free reference.

e Completed 66 fiscal site visits in Abilene, Amarillo, Austin, Beaumont, Dallas, Fort Worth,
Georgetown, Gilmer, Houston, Longview, Lubbock, Marshall, New Braunfels, Rockport,
Round Rock, San Angelo, San Antonio, Texarkana, Tyler, Victoria, and Wichita Falls. By the
end of August, there will be site visits in Allen, Colleyville, Denton, El Paso, Flower
Mound, Mesquite, Plano, and Richardson, bringing the total fiscal site visits to over 100.

[] Working as a Community-Based Artist: a Free Professional Development
Webinar

TCA's next free professional development webinar,
Community Engagement for Individual Artists: For Artists
who have Considered Marriage when Engagement is
Enuf... is Wednesday, August 17 at 2 PM. Artist Vicki
Meek will discuss working as an artist in communities.
The traditional idea of artists' work is often limited to
making art in a studio setting, alone orin a formal
institutional setting. However, focusing solely on this
method can lock an artist out of the residency world,
especially if the residency requires a community
engagement component. This webinar is designed to help artists determine whether their
practice lends itself to a community engagement model. Register here for the free webinar.

F Nyl
Vicki Meek

Presenter Vicki Meek is a nationally-recognized artist who has exhibited widely. Meek is in the
permanent collections of the African American Museum in Dallas, the Museum of Fine Artsin
Houston, and Norwalk Community College in Norwalk, Connecticut. She was awarded three
public arts commissions with the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Art Program and was co-artist on the
largest public art project in Dallas, the Dallas Convention Center Public Art Project. Meek was
selected as one of ten national artists to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Nasher Sculpture
Center with the commissioning of a site-specific installation. With over 40 years of arts
administrative experience that includes working as a senior program administrator for a state
arts agency, a local arts agency, and running a nonprofit visual arts center, Vicki Meek retired in
March 2016 as the manager of the South Dallas Cultural Center, a full-service African-centered
center that is a division of the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs. Meek is currently a
fulltime artist who splits her time between Dallas and Costa Rica where she is co-founder of
USEKRA: Center for Creative Investigation, a nonprofit retreat for creatives in a wide range of
disciplines.
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If you can't attend the live webinar or missed any of our earlier ones, you're in luck! All of our
new professional development webinars are recorded and available online for free.

[] High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

The school year is upon us, which means that TCA is signing up high
schools across the state to participate in the Poetry Out Loud program.
Interested educators should contact TCA soon to sign up and to receive
materials in the mail to help them conduct the program during the fall
semester. The materials are also online.

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national project of the
National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation. This
exciting program helps students master public speaking skills, build self- POETRY
confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. High school students

memorize poems and perform them in competition. Each participating
high school will hold its competition to determine its school winner by
December 15, 2016. The school winner will go on to compete at the state
competition in Austin in February 2017.

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries
receive money to help them buy poetry books. State winners compete in Washington, DC for a
pool of $50,000 in scholarships for students and cash awards for schools. Texas' 2015-2016
school-year winner, Madison Heggins, was one of the nine national finalists, winning $1,000 for
herself, and $500 for her school! More information on the state competition is here.

Coming Soon: State Artist Nominations

Later this month, the Texas Commission on the Arts will start accepting nominations for the
2017 and 2018 Texas State Artists. Nominations are accepted for Texas State Musician, Texas
Poet Laureate, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist (visual arts), and Texas State Three-
Dimensional Artist (visual arts). Any Texas citizen is able to nominate a living artist in any of
the four categories and self-nominations are welcome. Nominees must be native Texans or
have resided in the state for at least five years. They must have attained the highest levels of
excellence and success in their respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or
national reputation for their high caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online through
October 15, 2016. The Texas Poet Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee,
composed of members appointed by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the
Texas House of Representatives, will make the final selections for the Legislature's
consideration and approval in spring 2017.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The
eight appointees for 2015 and 2016 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and
for their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the
state's diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. The 2015 appointees are Texas State
Musician Jimmie Vaughan of Austin, Texas Poet Laureate Dr. Carmen Tafolla of San Antonio,
Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist Vincent Valdez of San Antonio, and Texas State Three-
Dimensional Artist Margo Sawyer of Elgin. The 2016 appointees are Texas State Musician Joe
Ely of Austin, Texas Poet Laureate Laurie Ann Guerrero of San Antonio, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist Dornith Doherty of Southlake, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
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Dario Robleto of Houston.

To learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process, and to sign up to receive an
email when the nomination form is available, visit this page.

The 2015 and 2016 Texas State Artists

- Join Qur
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