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The Ensemble Theatre in Houston used TCA grant funds to stage "Fly" in 2015. "Fly"
celebrates the lives of the courageous and dedicated Tuskegee Airmen who flew during World
War 1.

Photo by David Bray used courtesy of the Ensemble Theatre.

B TCA Opportunities in the New Year

Happy new year! TCA has several grants and other opportunities that have deadlines
toward the beginning of the year. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your
organization's goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may
also request that a TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback.
Ideally, these requests would be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

This program provides project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on a short-
term basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects
must address one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health
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& human services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture.
Activity dates must be: Between April 1, 2016 and August 31, 2016

Application deadline: Midnight on January 15, 2016

Application form: Online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Designation Program: Cultural District Designation

This program designates special zones in cities and Texas communities that harness the
power of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community
revitalization.

Application deadline: Letter of intent to apply due February 1, 2016; application due June
15, 2016

Application form: On Cultural Districts Program page
Resources: program guidelines, contact TCA staff

Texas Touring Roster Inclusion

The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists and companies that
tour the state to provide quality arts experiences. It is open to all artistic
disciplines: dance, music, theatre, literature, storytelling, visual arts, and film/media
arts. Being listed on the Texas Touring Roster attests to an artist's quality and
allows the artist to refer potential clients to the Arts Respond Performance Support
grant program for partial funding.

Application deadline: Midnight on February 1, 2016

Resources: program guidelines, required attachments checklist, FAQ with recorded
webinar,

current Texas Touring Roster.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and
units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance
or lead a workshop. These applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted
fees.

Activity dates must start: Between March 15, 2016 and June 14, 2016

Application deadline: Midnight on February 1, 2016

Application form: Online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

TCA Releases Cultural District Training Videos
Communities interested in developing a cultural district and applying for Texas Cultural
District Designation should watch three new training videos that TCA has recently

released. They are available on the TCA website here.

Are You Ready to Apply for Cultural District Designation? includes a brief overview of
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what a cultural district is, how to set its boundaries, who should be included in the
formation of the cultural district, and when it is appropriate to apply to Texas Commission
on the Arts to have it designated by the State of Texas.

Planning for a Cultural District describes the cultural planning process and why it is
important for communities interested in developing a cultural district and subsequently
applying for Cultural District Designation from the Texas Commission on the Arts.

Putting Together the Application for Cultural District Designation gives step-by-step
instructions on how to complete the letter of intent to apply and the full application for
Cultural District Designation from the Texas Commission on the Arts.

Contact Jim Bob McMillan, manager of the Cultural District Designation program, with any
questions at 512/936-6572 or via email.

] Free Professional Development Webinars

If you missed the free professional development webinar
(titled "Development: If you Don't Ask, the Answer is
Always NO") that TCA offered with JD DiFabbio on
December 16, you're in luck. All of TCA's professional
development webinars are recorded and available on the

Professional Development Vim hannel for free.

JD DFabbo

Mark your calendars for the next live webinar, which will be
presented on February 17 at 2 PM CST. Invitations to attend the webinar will be
emailed out as it approaches.

[ News from Our Partners

Our friends at the Texas Cultural Trust and Texans for the Arts have some opportunities
that you may be interested in.

Tex ltural Trust:

The Texas Cultural Trust (TCT) is pleased to
announce the call for nominations for the 2017
Texas Medal of Arts Awards (TMAA).
Nominations will be accepted between January 5
and February 5, 2016. Nomination forms and
criteria can be found on the Texas Medal of Arts
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Awards website. The 2017 Texas Medal of Arts
Award recipients will be honored in a series of

ANNOUNCING THE
2017 TEXAS MEDAL
OF ARTS AWARDS
CALL FOR

events over a two-day span that includes a VIP
Legislative Reception and Honoree Dinner, the
Stars of Texas Brunch, and the gala itself,

. complete with red carpet arrivals, cocktail
]AN b I Y  reception, star-studded award show, and dinner.
This biennial event, co-chaired by Guillermo
Nicolas and Peter Holt of San Antonio, celebrates
those whose artistic talent or philanthropic
support has helped to shine the spotlight on the arts in Texas.

'-'“ NOMINATIONS

WWWTEXASMEDALOFARTS.ORG

Past TMAA honorees include Jamie Foxx, the Gatlin Brothers, the Kilgore College
Rangerettes, Chandra Wilson, Ruth Altshuler, Eva Longoria, ZZ Top, Willie Nelson, Steve
Miller, Tommy Lee Jones, Betty Buckley, Bob Schieffer, Laura W. Bush, Debbie Allen,
Robert Rodriguez, Walter Cronkite, Nancy B. Hamon, Sandra Cisneros, Robert
Rauschenberg, Clint Black, Anheuser Busch Companies, Lyle Lovett, Texas Monthly,
Neiman Marcus, and Exxon Mobil. Complete information about the Texas Cultural Trust is
here.

Texans for the Arts:

Texans for the Arts is offering two workshops and leading an arts advocacy
delegation on the national level in the next few months.

PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT WORKSHOP FOR NONPROFITS

Friday, January 29, 2016 in Austin

Does your nonprofit own a historic building? Do you have capital improvements
you'd love to tackle, if only you had the funds? If so, the Texas Historic
Preservation Tax Credit Program may be for you. Join Texans for the Arts

and Preservation Austin to learn how your organization can use this incredible
new tool to make investing in your historic property more affordable. To leamn
more about the workshop and to register, click here. In the g4th Legislative
Session, Texans for the Arts advocated successfully for House Bill 3230, which
made nonprofits eligible for the Preservation Tax Credit program.

FUNDING & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 in Waco

The Texans for the Arts Foundation is offering this information-packed workshop for arts
administrators, arts organization board members, community arts advocates, and citizen
activists, with challenging professional development content for all levels. Learn about
developing a strong fundraising board, responding to the 'Seven Faces of Philanthropy,’
understanding municipal arts policy, and the important differences between advocacy and
lobbying practices. Meet other arts leaders and see how the power of working together can
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increase your success. Special thanks to Creative Waco for serving as the key host for
this event. For more information and to register, click here.

NATIONAL ARTS ADVOCACY DAY 2016

March 7-8, 2016 in Washington, DC

Join Texans for the Arts as part of the Texas delegation for National Arts Advocacy Day.
Learn

about critical legislative appropriation and policy issues, meet other arts advocates from
across Texas and the US, attend meetings with your legislators and aides, and amplify
your voice for the arts. Your stories and experiences bring depth to advocacy - learn how
to use them at the national level! Register here.

- Join Our
Mailing List ’

Texas Commission on the Arts

anina@arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts .texas.gov

The Texas Commission on the Arts receives funding from the Texas State Legislature, the
National Endowment for the Arts, The Texas: State of the Arts license plate, Target, the Texas
Cultural Trust, and Texas Women for the Arts.
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