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Chris Espinosa with students at Hawley
Elementary School in Jones County

government, or schools. In the summer, these tours
focus on youth summer reading programs in libraries.
Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit or unit

of government (including schools and libraries) is eligible to apply for an Arts Respond
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist's fee.
 
In March, audiences in Colorado, DeWitt, Gonzales and Lavaca counties enjoyed 2008 Texas
State Musician Shelley King as part of her rural tour. Shelley will conclude her rural
performances in Sealy (Austin County) on Saturday, April 8 and Shiner (Lavaca County) on
Saturday, May 13. In March, The Magik Theatre performed for school audiences in Jasper,
Newton, Orange, Sabine and San Augustine counties. Chris Espinosa has provided
improvisational writing workshops for elementary school students in Jones, Shackelford, and
Stonewall counties. In May, he will provide workshops to students at two Young County
schools.
 

"We are a rural school district. It is a 70-mile round trip to
Brownwood and back just to see a movie at a theatre. Our
students and staff were able to see a quality concert. They
would not have been able to see and hear this concert
without help from the Texas Commission on the Arts."

--2016 rural tour host in San Saba County

The spring tours are funded in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. Separate summer
tours in rural areas will be conducted between June 1 and August 31. We will share more
information on those tours in a future newsletter. Special thanks to the fantastic artists
conducting rural tours on TCA's behalf this year. 

As part of National Poetry Month, Texas' 2017 Poetry Out Loud champ, Grace Cai, will compete in the
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