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Legislative Session Update

Texas' 85th Legislative Session is rolling along. In March, the Senate Finance Committee and the
House Appropriations Committee discussed Senate Bill 1 and House Bill 1, respectively. As of
March 30, both bills reduce TCA's proposed budget by excluding the funds designated for
Cultural District Project grants. As well, both budgets reduce TCA's arts education grants budget,
with the Senate's budget subtracting an additional $723,917 for the biennium. The proposed
cuts would reduce TCA's budget by 28% (HB 1) or 34% (SB 1). The full Senate approved SB 1 on
March 27. In short, the Senate budget currently proposes a cut of $5.7 million while the House
budget proposes a cut of $5 million over the biennium.

After the House debates HB 1, a conference committee made up of five members each of the
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House and Senate will reconcile the differences between HB 1and SB 1 and submit the
revisions to each chamber for approval. You can use this page to follow the progress of each
bill.

Since the Texas Legislature meets biennially, it will make decisions on two years' worth of State
budgeting, including TCA's budget for fiscal year 2018 (September 1, 2017-August 31, 2018) and
fiscal year 2019 (September 1, 2018-August 31, 2019). The Legislative Session will end on May
29, 2017.

™ Governor Abbott Names Chair, Appoints Five to the Texas Commission on
the Arts

On March 30, Governor Greg Abbott appointed Felix Noel Padrén,
Jr. (San Antonio) and Marci Roberts (Marathon) and reappointed
Mila Gibson (Sweetwater) to the Texas Commission on the Arts for
terms set to expire August 31, 2021.

Additionally, Governor Abbott reappointed Shawn Stephens
(Houston) and appointed Kevin Yu (Dallas) for terms set to expire
August 31, 2019 and August 31, 2017, respectively. He also named
Dale Brock (Fort Worth) Chair of the Commission. Full bios of TCA
Commissioners are available on TCA's website.

TCA Chair Dale Brock

New Grants Approved at March Commission Meeting

On March 23, TCA Commissioners approved funding of 446 grants in the agency's third funding
round for fiscal year 2017. The grants will go to nonprofits and units of governmentin 108
cities. These grants include the second of two funding rounds for the Arts Respond Project
program; the quarterly Arts Respond Performance Support program; and the quarterly
Commission Initiatives and Designated Funding category. The full list of FY 2017 grants,
organized by city, is here.

Arts Respond Project grants fund arts-based projects that address one of the priority areas of
economic development; education; health and human services; natural resources and
agriculture; or public safety and criminal justice. 249 grants are approved to receive a total of
$779,349 in this program. Applications came from 207 arts organizations in 47 cities.

Arts Respond Performance Support grants provide partial support to help applicants host an
artist from the Texas Touring Roster in their community. 176 grants will go to 126 organizations
and units of government in 80 Texas cities. These grants total $149,895.

Commission Initiatives and Designated Funding grants include funding for free performances
in designated rural counties by four artists selected from the Texas Touring Roster; Young
Masters grant payments; support of a national arts conference to be held in Dallas; and support
of the Mid-America Arts Alliance's programs, grants, and services for Texas. The program will
provide 21 grants totaling $115,198 to 21 recipients in fourteen cities.

™ professional Development Webinar Series: Building Audiences through
Strategic Marketing
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With so many options for marketing these days, it's important to be
strategic about which audiences you can reach with each option. TCA's
next free professional development webinar on April 19 will be Building
Audiences through Strategic Marketing. Presenter Kim Phillips, Vice
President of the Denton Convention and Visitors Bureau, will share tips for
attracting new audiences to your programs. Register now to attend this
free webinar!

For more than 24 years, Kim Phillips' career has been dedicated to Texas
tourism, meeting planning and destination marketing. In 1989, she got her
start with the Del Rio CVB in Del Rio, Texas. She then went on to work as Kim Phillips

the Convention Sales Manager at the Kerrville CVB from 1995 to 1996. In 1996, Kim established
the Lewisville CVB and served as its director for the next seven years. She joined the Denton
CVB as Vice President in February 2003. Kim is also very involved at the regional and state levels
of the tourism industry, and has served as a Chair on the Board of Directors for the Texas Travel
Industry Association.

If you're not able to attend the live webinar, you're in luck! All of the professional development
webinars are recorded and available on our Professional Development Vimeo page for free!

TCA Grant Opportunity and Updates

TCA has an upcoming application deadline that your organization may be eligible for. As
always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your organization's goals and eligibility to determine
which programs are right for you. You may also request that a TCA staff member review your
application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would be made at least two weeks
before the application deadline.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.

Activity dates must start: between June 15, 2017 and August 31, 2017

Application deadline: midnight on May 1, 2017

Application form: online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff
Arts Create Update

If your organization applied for the Arts Create grant program for the March deadlines, nine
discipline-specific panels will be meeting in Austin between April 27 and May 25 to review and
score these grant applications. The panels do not require applicants to attend, but if you would
like to know more about the process and when your application will be reviewed, please
contact our program staff for help (scroll to the bottom of this page to see artistic discipline
assignments by staff member).

I Texas Touring Roster Artist Rural Tours

In an effort to provide more quality performances
and arts opportunities in rural areas of the state, TCA
has chosen eight Texas Touring Roster artists and
groups to provide free performances in rural counties
(TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the performances
directly.). Each artist or group provides six
performances in an assigned area, and the
performances are hosted by local nonprofits, units of
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Chris Espinosa with students at Hawley government, or schools. In the summer, these tours
Elementary School in Jones County focus on youth summer reading programs in libraries.
Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit or unit
of government (including schools and libraries) is eligible to apply for an Arts Respond
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist's fee.

In March, audiences in Colorado, DeWitt, Gonzales and Lavaca counties enjoyed 2008 Texas
State Musician Shelley King as part of her rural tour. Shelley will conclude her rural
performances in Sealy (Austin County) on Saturday, April 8 and Shiner (Lavaca County) on
Saturday, May 13. In March, The Magik Theatre performed for school audiences in Jasper,
Newton, Orange, Sabine and San Augustine counties. Chris Espinosa has provided
improvisational writing workshops for elementary school students in Jones, Shackelford, and
Stonewall counties. In May, he will provide workshops to students at two Young County
schools.

"We are a rural school district. It is a 70-mile round trip to
Brownwood and back just to see a movie at a theatre. Our
students and staff were able to see a quality concert. They
would not have been able to see and hear this concert
without help from the Texas Commission on the Arts."”

--2016 rural tour host in San Saba County

The spring tours are funded in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. Separate summer
tours in rural areas will be conducted between June 1and August 31. We will share more
information on those tours in a future newsletter. Special thanks to the fantastic artists
conducting rural tours on TCA's behalf this year.

As part of National Poetry Month, Texas'2017 Poetry Out Loud champ, Grace Cai, will compete in the
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013FM1qH8fuQ8N2mXRADRfejjuiz1V0N0ZErEFB2bX7zudc0HeScCPpUjUjsJkwFqiaSHOlxyQSeTxTx5xL0I3ZJ2_PghfbLZop0kBFmi6LXSN6RToRinTI39l0Y_bgWPtkxDrhOEEVqEk43vKAJOixFjnIpFf8Uz5mc-XIQTOHRt5f5QN2dQp-wROsnotBoHrvAquy2_n8Naqpx53mH5hcxVs_boDhDjCMUFJquaT3UCtPkdP11Im_snLtRV6J5ClEIQbUcATTTb97fxIMSf64e4Dp16FEcIB&c=&ch=

national Poetry Out Loud competition starting with the western states regional semifinals on April 25.
Go to poetryoutloud.org to watch the competition’s live stream. Photo by Stephanie Gage.
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