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San Antonio's Eva Ybarra is a 2017 National Heritage Fellowship recipient!
Photo by David Dodd used courtesy of Texas Folklife
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¥ Texan Named National Heritage Fellow

Congratulations to San Antonio's Eva Ybarra, who was recently named a 2017 National Heritage
Fellow by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). Ms. Ybarra, the "Queen of the
Accordion," is one of only a few professional women accordionists in conjunto music. "We're
pleased to see Eva get this well-deserved recognition, which has been awarded in the past to
Texas musicians such as Lydia Mendoza, Johnny Gimble, and Manuel 'Cowboy' Donley," said
TCA Executive Director Gary Gibbs, Ph.D. "TCA extends our heartiest congratulations."

As the leader of Eva Ybarra y Su Conjunto, Ms. Ybarra has specialized in writing and composing
original conjunto music while also exploring non-standard chord progressions, advancing the
art form's evolution. A full bio on Ms. Ybarra, plus work samples, is available here. For the past
35years, the NEA has presented National Heritage Fellowships to celebrate and honor master
artists working in the folk and traditional arts. As one of the nine 2017 National Heritage
Fellowship recipients, Ms. Ybarra will receive $25,000 and be honored in Washington, DC, this
September.

“The National Endowment for the Arts is proud to honor these individuals for artistic mastery,
as well as a commitment to sharing their traditions," said NEA Chairman Jane Chu. "Our nation
is a richer, more vibrant place because of these artists and the art forms they practice."

The NEA will celebrate the 2017 National Heritage Fellows at two events this fall in Washington,
DC, both of which are free and open to the public. The NEA National Heritage Fellowships
Awards Ceremony will take place at the Library of Congress on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at
5:30 PM and the NEA National Heritage Fellowships Concert will take place on Friday,
September 15, 2017 at 8:00 PM at George Washington University's Lisner Auditorium. Concert
tickets are first come, first served and will be available later this summer. The concert will also
be webcast live at arts.gov.

I Support TCA: Buy and Promote Our License Plate

TEXAS % ~ During this spring's Legislative Session, TCA was bolstered by the
many voices supporting our work. Now that the session is over,
B B 0 1 B there are many ways you can continue to show that support. One
of the fastest and most direct ways is by buying a Texas State of
the Arts license plate. Of the $30 specialty plate fee, $22 goes to
TCA's grants budget. The license plate also promotes your support of the arts in Texas! You can
order a license plate here.

TCA also has ads that you can run in your printed materials, communications, and online to help
your audiences and other community members order the plate. Thank you for your help and
support!

. The LEAD Conference Comes to Austin

Every year the Kennedy Center's Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability (LEAD) conference
brings together professionals, both experienced and new, who are working to make cultural
arts programs and facilities accessible to people with disabilities. This year the Texas
Commission on the Arts, the Long Center for the Performing Arts, and VSA Texas are
collaborating to host the conference in Austin. Join us to meet and mingle with peers, learn
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about the latest technological advances, get the straight talk on legal issues, and strategize
about how to reach, welcome, and engage patrons and visitors of all abilities. The conference
will be held August 6-10, 2017. An FAQ about the conference is here.

Upcoming TCA Application Deadlines

TCA has a few upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss
your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request
that a TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests
would be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

This program provides project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on a short-term
basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects must
address one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health &
human services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture.

Activity dates must begin: Between September 1, 2017 and March 31, 2018

Application deadline: Midnight on July 17, 2017

Application form: Online

Application Limit: NEW-- Organizations m mit on lication for thi line. Over the
course of TCA's current fiscal year, organizations may address up to two of the priority areas
through Arts Respond. Organizations should not submit more than one application addressing
the same priority area per fiscal year.

Eligibility: NEW-- Recent changes to TCA's rules mean that arts organizations with budgets
under will be required to have their ts verified (via a form r EZ filed
with the IRS) in order ly for Arts R nd Proj rants for the July 17, 2017 line.
Affected organizations have received notice of this by email, and a webinar was provided to
explain the process.

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff, a link to a recorded webinar about the
application process was sent to eligible account holders.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.

Activity dates must start: Between September 1, 2017 and December 14, 2017

Application deadline: Midnight on August 1, 2017

Application form: Online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Decisions on applications for the Arts Create, Arts Respond Project Support, Arts Respond
Performance Support, and Cultural District Designation programs will be made at the
September 6, 2017 Commission meeting.

W Building Audiences through Arts Education Programs: a Free Professional
Development Webinar

TCA's next free professional development webinar is Wednesday,
August 16 at 2 PM CT. Now more than ever, itis critical that arts
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organizations provide meaningful and substantive education programs
for people to experience, engage with, and reflect on the arts. The
August webinar will provide best practices for building arts education
programs from start to finish. Stacy Fuller, former Director of Education
and Library Services at the Amon Carter Museum of American Artin Fort
Worth, will present Building Audiences through Arts Education
Programs, No Matter the Size of Your Staff or Budget. Fuller will share
proven methods for creating education programs for a variety of
audiences, focusing on idea generation; gaining audience, staff, and
leadership buy-in; execution; accessibility; and assessment. Participants
will be encouraged to reflect on how they can modify the strategies for
theirinstitution, regardless of its size or budget. A webinar invitation will be sent out in early
August.

i

Stacy Fuller

Presenter Stacy Fuller believes that art has the ability to transform lives, communities, and
even society. She is the former Director of Education and Library Services at the Amon Carter
Museum of American Art in Fort Worth, where she oversaw the departments of education,
library and archives, digital engagement, and visitor studies and services. She worked at the
museum from June 2003 until January 2017, holding the positions of Henry E. Luce Foundation
Works on Paper Intern (2003), Laura Gilpin Canyon de Chelly Intern (2004), Instructional Services
Manager (2004-07), Director of Education (2007-14), and Director of Public Engagement (2014-
16). She also spent three years as Registrar for the Meadows Museum on the campus of
Centenary College. She has served on the Museum Education Division Development
Committee for the National Art Education Association and as vice president of the board of the
Museum Education Roundtable. She holds a BA in museum management from Centenary
College of Louisiana and an MA in art history from Texas Christian University. Stacy now
consults for arts organizations while caring for her young children and mother.

If you missed the Secret Power of Special Events and Festivals webinar we offered with
Michelle Smythe and Cheryl Votzmeyer of K Space Contemporary on June 21, good news! All of
our professional development webinars are recorded and available on our Vimeo page for free.

- Join Qur
Mailing List '

Texas Commission on the Arts

anina@ arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts.texas.gov

The Texas Commission on the Arts receives funding from the Texas State Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts, The Texas: State of the Arts license plate, the Texas Cultural Trust, and
Texas Women for the Arts.
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