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Each of the 2017 & 2018 Texas State Artists was nominated for this honor by a Texas citizen.
Nominations for the 2019 and 2020 Texas State Artists are open now. (George Strait photo: Terry

Calogne; Jenny Browne photo: Lane Pittard; Carol Coffee Reposa photo: Jasmina Wellinghoff)

B state Artist Nominations Open

On behalf of the Texas State Legislature, the Texas Commission on the Arts is now accepting
nominations for the 2019 and 2020 Texas State Artists. Nominations are accepted for Texas
State Musician, Texas Poet Laureate, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist (visual arts), and
Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist (visual arts). Any Texas citizen is able to nominate a living
artist in any of the four categories and self-nominations are welcome. Nominees must be
native Texans or have resided in the state for at least five years. They must have attained the
highest levels of excellence and success in their respective disciplines and earned a statewide,
regional or national reputation for their high caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online
through October 15, 2018. The Texas Poet Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee,
composed of members appointed by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the
Texas House of Representatives, will make the final selections for the Legislature's
consideration and approval in 2019.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The
eight appointees for 2017 and 2018 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and
for their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the
state's diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. The 2017 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate
Jenny Browne of San Antonio, Texas State Musician George Strait of San Antonio, Texas State
Two-Dimensional Artist Kermit Oliver of Waco, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
Beverly Penn of Austin. The 2018 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Carol Coffee Reposa of
San Antonio, Texas State Musician Marcia Ball of Austin, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist
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Sedrick Huckaby of Benbrook, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist Beili Liu of Austin.

Learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process and submit your nominations by
October 15, 2018.

M A Year in the Life of TCA

A new fiscal year will start for TCA on September 1. This means that much of TCA's summer is
spent wrapping up the work of the fiscal year that's ending while simultaneously readying the
agency-- and assisting applicants-- for the grants to come in the next fiscal year. Here's just
some of what TCA did in fiscal year 2018:

e Designated a new cultural district, the Downtown Corpus Christi Cultural District.

e Provided over 1,470 grants for arts activities to organizations across the state, totaling
$5.75 million.

e These grants included grant funding for business interruption costs incurred by arts
organizations and artists due to Hurricane Harvey. TCA provided Hurricane Harvey Relief
for the Arts grants totaling $446,500 to 52 arts organizations and 17 individual artists with
support from the National Endowment for the Arts and The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. The grants went to organizations and artists in Beaumont, Clute, Corpus
Christi, Elgin, Friendswood, Galveston, Gonzales, Hallettsville, Houston, Orange, Port
Aransas, Port Arthur, Rockport, Round Top, and Spring.

e Conducted the Creative Forces: NEA Military Healing Arts Network summitin Killeen in
partnership with the Intrepid Spirit at Fort Hood, Americans for the Arts, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

e With the Texas Cultural Trust, named the 2018 class of Young Masters, 15 high school
students excelling in their art form who applied successfully for two years of funding
(85,000 each year) to help them hone their skills.

e Updated the Texas Touring Roster, bringing the total number of artists listed on the 2018-
2020 Roster to 144 talented individuals, groups, and organizations serving communities
around the state.

e Conducted the Poetry Out Loud recitation contest for the state of Texas, and saw Texas
champ Ariel Warren compete in the national finals.

e Provided six free professional development webinars and recorded them for the Texas
arts field's free reference (one more will be done later this month).

e Completed 38 fiscal site visits in Abilene, Austin, Dallas, Galveston, Houston, Marshall,
New Braunfels, San Angelo, San Antonio, and The Woodlands. By the end of August, TCA
will conduct additional site visits in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, and San Antonio,
bringing the total fiscal site visits to over 50.

Wondering which deadlines are coming next? TCA's FY2019 grant calendar is online here.

TCA Grant Updates

Grant Applications for Fiscal Year 2019

The TCA Commissioners will hold their quarterly meeting on September 6, 2018. At this
meeting, they will make final funding decisions on applications for Arts Create (Year 2)
funding, Arts Respond Project funding, and Arts Respond Performance Support funding. They
will also consider recommendations for the Cultural Districts Designation program.

If your organization has a pending Arts Respond Project or Arts Respond Performance Support
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grant, you will receive an email notification about your recommended funding amounts by
Friday, August 17.

Grant Reports for Fiscal Year 2018 due September 30, 2018

Reports are due for grant activities that end as TCA's prior fiscal year (September 1, 2017-
August 31, 2018) concludes. All Arts Create and Arts Respond Project grant report forms for
fiscal year 2018 should be completed and submitted online by September 30, 2018. TCA has
recorded a short webinar on filling out the online report form for your assistance.

Grant reports must be submitted and successfully closed out by TCA staff before new grants
will be paid. Please note that the data collected from these reports is provided to the State of
Texas and the National Endowment for the Arts as TCA's main funders. Receiving your
complete report on time with appropriate supporting documentation helps TCA make a case
for the amount of dollars it receives for its grant budget.

If you have any questions, please contact our program staff for help (scroll to the bottom of
this page to see artistic discipline assignments by staff member).

I Professional Development Webinar Series: Secrets of Radio Marketing

TCA's next live webinar, Secrets of Radio Marketing, will be offered at
2 PM Central on August 15. Radio marketing is one of the best ways to
attract new audiences. Traditional paid marketing is still one of the
most cost-effective ways to market your programs, but not the only
way you can utilize radio. Longtime WRR-FM Radio Station Manager
Greg Davis will discuss relationship development, choosing effective
time slots, understanding broadcast range, and making the most of
PSAs offered by your friends at local radio stations. Register for the
webinar now!

Greg Davis

Greg Davis has 25 years of broadcasting experience in radio and
television. He began his broadcasting experience through the Educational Television system as
a 9th grader at his junior high school in Denison. Mr. Davis worked in college radio while
pursuing a degree in advertising/marketing, and in television as a technical news director fora
CBS affiliate. Mr. Davis retired as a general manager in commercial classical music broadcasting.
He is a graduate of Texas Tech University, where he continues to serve on the Advisory Board
for the College of Media and Communications. He also studied at Georgetown University's
School of Business under the National Association of Broadcasters Executive Development
Program. Mr. Davis serves on the board of the Texas Cultural Trust.

If you aren't able to attend the live webinar, good news! All of our professional development
webinars are recorded and available here for free.

I High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

The school year is upon us, which means that TCA is signing up high
schools across the state to participate in the Poetry Out Loud program.
Interested educators should contact TCA soon to sign up and to receive
materials in the mail to help them conduct the program during the fall
semester. Some materials are currently being updated but will be
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available soon; in the meantime, the most recent materials are online
here.

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national project of the
National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation. This
exciting program helps students master public speaking skills, build self-
confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. High school students
memorize poems and perform them in competition. Each participating
high school will hold its competition to determine its school winner by
December 14, 2018. The school winner will go on to compete at the state
competition in Austin on Saturday, February 23, 2019.

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries
receive money to help them buy poetry books. State winners compete in Washington, DC for a
pool of $50,000 in scholarships for students and cash awards for schools. More information on
the state competition is here.

B Catching Up with Young Master Alum Antonio Cisneros (Media Arts 2002)

Since its inception in 2002, the Young Masters grant
program has supported 328 Texas high school students'
studies in the arts. This month, we're excited to share an
update from one of the very first Young Master alumni.

Raised in San Antonio, Antonio Cisneros is an award-
winning cinematographer based in Los Angeles. A
graduate of the New York University Tisch School of the
Arts and the American Film Institute, Antonio is also a
Project Involve alumnus and is excited to collaborate
with storytellers. He has lensed "American Koko," a
streaming series for ABC produced by Viola Davis. As well he has collaborated with Danish
Renzu on the independent features "The lllegal,"” starring Suraj Sharma ("Life of Pi"), and "Half
Widow" (Audience Award, 2017 South Asian International Film Festival). With a large
background in documentary filmmaking, his interest is to create socially conscious stories.
Antonio has lensed films for ABC, BBC, PBS, Hulu, Soul Pancake, the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences, the Center for Investigative Reporting, and Participate Media. He just
wrapped the feature "Mr. Paanwala," shot in Lucknow, India. Looking back on receiving the
Young Masters grant sixteen years ago, Antonio says it "brought me into professional
classes/environments that helped me gain knowledge and work ethic that | still depend on
today."
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Antonio Cisneros. Photo: Robin Pobello

TCA is proud to have been a part of Antonio's early development as an artist, along with our
partners at the Texas Cultural Trust.
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