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- Exceptional Item #1 - Restore Cultural Districts Project (CDP) Grants Base-Level Funding
TOTAL: $5,000,000 over the biennium. In 2017, the 85th legislature cut funding for this grant
program entirely for fiscal years 2018 and 2019, despite the Office of the Governor's and the
Legislative Budget Board's joint determination that this money was in fact part of the agency's
base level appropriations. Current and future cultural districts are in need of staffing support,
infrastructure (signage and capital improvements), marketing budgets, and event underwriting.
Adequate funding for this program is critical to ensure Texas' competitiveness with respect to
similar programs in neighboring states such as Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
                                               
- Exceptional Item #2 - Arts Healing Grants for Active Service Members and Veterans
TOTAL: $500,000 over the biennium. Texas is home to a significant and increasing number of
active-duty service members and veterans, and their families, who experience severe physical
and/or psychological hardships related to their military deployment. A wealth of research
confirms the therapeutic benefits of arts-based programs for these constituents. Building on its
experiences at the 2018 Texas Creative Forces Arts and Military Conference at Fort Hood, which
included Karen Pence, Second Lady of the United States, and Cecilia Abbott, First Lady of Texas,
as participants, the agency is requesting grant funding for organizations to provide arts-based
programming to serve these populations on active military bases and in their surrounding
communities across the state.
 
- Exceptional Item #3 - CAPPS Financials Implementation
TOTAL: $50,000 over the biennium. The Comptroller of Public Accounts has selected the agency
for transition to the CAPPS Financials module during the 2021 fiscal year. Based upon the
Comptroller's guidance, the agency has determined it is likely to incur significant out-of-pocket
costs relating to the computer programming services necessary to ensure that its Grants
Management System interfaces properly with the new CAPPS system. The agency also expects
to incur a number of significant soft costs during this transition, but will absorb these costs
within its current base-level funding and staffing levels.
 
The Texas Association of Business has endorsed TCA as part of their legislative priorities for
economic development "to foster the growth of arts and culture industries throughout the
state, resulting in job creation and increased cultural tourism. Restore funding to the TCA's
Cultural & Fine Arts District Program, which catalyzes economic development and community
revitalization, leveraging additional public and private resources, enhancing the quality of life
for residents and attracting tourists."
 
TCA's Legislative Appropriations Request will be considered as part of House Bill 1 and Senate
Bill 1. As filed, both bills recommend that TCA receive the Base Appropriations Request amount
without adding any Exceptional Items. The Senate Finance Committee and the House
Appropriations Committee will review TCA's LAR and discuss all requested amounts. Both the
House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee have been appointed and
have started meeting. TCA testified before the Senate Finance Committee on January 23
regarding its budget requests. TCA will testify to the House Appropriations Committee in the
coming weeks.
 
The House Appropriations Committee has John Zerwas (Richmond) as its Chair and Oscar
Longoria (Mission) as Vice Chair. The other members of the Committee are: Cecil Bell
(Magnolia); Greg Bonnen (Friendswood); Brad Buckley (Killeen); Giovanni Capriglione
(Southlake); Philip Cortez (San Antonio); Sarah Davis (West University Place); Mary E. González
(Clint); Cole Hefner (Mt. Pleasant); Donna Howard (Austin); Jarvis D. Johnson (Houston); Rick
Miller (Sugar Land); Ina Minjarez (San Antonio); Sergio Muñoz, Jr. (Palmview); Toni Rose
(Dallas); Matt Schaefer (Tyler); J.D. Sheffield (Gatesville); Carl O. Sherman, Sr. (DeSoto); Reggie
Smith (Sherman); Lynn Stucky (Denton); Steve Toth (The Woodlands); John Turner (Dallas); Gary
VanDeaver (New Boston); Armando Walle (Houston); Terry M. Wilson (Marble Falls); and Gene
Wu (Houston). The subcommittee that will take up TCA's funding is the Subcommittee on
Articles I, IV & V. Its members are Oscar Longoria (Mission), Chair; Rick Miller (Sugar Land), Vice
Chair; Brad Buckley (Killeen); Giovanni Capriglione (Southlake); Jarvis D. Johnson
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