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The Texas State Artists are all smiles at the Capitol on March 25.
Left to right: Emmy Pérez, Carrie Fountain, Little Joe Hernandez, Earlie Hudnall, Jr., Mary McCleary,
Gabriel Dawe, Emily Gimble, and Rick Lowe.

. Texas Names 2019 and 2020 State Artists

TCA congratulates the 2019 and 2020 Texas State Artists, who were appointed by the Texas
Legislature on March 25. The 2019 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Carrie Fountain of
Austin, Texas State Musician Little Joe Hernandez of Temple, Texas State Artist-2D Mary
McCleary of Nacogdoches, and Texas State Artist-3D Rick Lowe of Houston. The 2020 appointees
are Texas Poet Laureate Emmy Pérez of McAllen, Texas State Musician Emily Gimble (whose
grandfather Johnny Gimble received this honor in 2005) of Austin, Texas State Artist-2D Earlie
Hudnall, Jr. of Houston, and Texas State Artist-3D Gabriel Dawe of Dallas.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The
eight appointees for 2019 and 2020 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and
for their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the
state's diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. Nominees must be native Texans or have
resided in the state for at least five years. They must have attained the highest levels of
excellence and success in their respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or
national reputation for their high caliber work. Detailed biographical information on each of
the artists is available on the TCA website.

Any Texas citizen was able to nominate an artist in any of the four categories and self-
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nominations were encouraged. TCA reviewed all nominations and developed a list of finalists
for submission to the Texas Poet Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee. The
committee, composed of members appointed by the governor, lieutenant governor and
speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, made the final selections. The next call for
nominations will take place in the fall of 2020. More information about the program and
nomination process is here.

I Texas Legislative Session Update

Texas' 86th Legislative Session is rolling along. On March 27, the full
"' House debated their version of the State budget, House Bill 1, which
included TCA's Exceptional Item requests. The full House debate did
not result in changes to TCA's proposed budget.

As areminder, TCA's Exceptional Items are:
-Exceptional Item #1 - Restore Cultural Districts Project (CDP) Grants

Base-Level Funding

TOTAL: $5,000,000 over the biennium.

-Exceptional Item #2 - Arts Healing Grants for Active Service Members and Veterans
TOTAL: $500,000 over the biennium.

-Exceptional Item #3 - CAPPS Financials Implementation

TOTAL: $50,000 over the biennium.

On March 28, the Senate Finance Committee discussed Senate Bill 1, which adopted TCA's
Exceptional Item #1 & #3 requests but did not adopt the Exceptional Item #2 request. In short,
the Senate budget currently proposes an increase of $5 M while the House budget proposes an
increase of $5.5 M over the biennium.

Next, a conference committee made up of five members each of the House and Senate will
reconcile the differences between HB 1 and SB 1 and submit the revisions to each chamber for
approval. You can use this page to follow the progress of each bill. Since the Texas Legislature
meets biennially, it will make decisions on two years' worth of State budgeting, including TCA's
budget for fiscal year 2020 (September 1, 2019-August 31, 2020) and fiscal year 2021 (September
1, 2020-August 31, 2021). The Legislative Session will end on May 27, 2019.

TCA Grant Updates

New Grants Approved

On March 26, TCA Commissioners approved funding of 394 grants in the third funding round for
fiscal year 2019. The grants total over $774,000 and will go to nonprofits and units of
government in 113 cities. These grants include the Arts Respond Project grants, the quarterly
Arts Respond Performance Support program, and the quarterly Commission Initiatives and
Designated Funding program. TCA's full list of fiscal year 2019 grants is here.

Arts Respond Project grants fund arts-based projects that address one of the priority areas of
economic development, education, health and human services, natural resources and

agriculture, or public safety and criminal justice. For the second round of these grants in fiscal
year 2019, applications came from 216 arts organizations in 54 cities. 215 grants are approved to
receive a total of $523,928 in this program.
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Arts Respond Performance Support grants provide partial support to help applicants host an
artist from the Texas Touring Roster in their community. The 159 grants for this quarter total
$146,660 and will go to 128 organizations and units of government in 78 Texas cities. Recipients
include organizations, libraries, and schools across the state, including those in rural
communities like Archer City, Carthage, Clifton, and Yoakum.

The Commission Initiatives and Designated Funding program for this quarter distributed
$12,500 to the Mid-America Arts Alliance for their programs serving Texas audiences, artists,
and organizations such as the Artist Inc. training program and the Exhibits USA touring
exhibitions program. An additional $16,000 was approved to support summer rural tours by
four Texas Touring Roster artists. Each artist will receive $4,000 to give six free public
performances that will serve designated rural counties in north Texas, south Texas, west
Texas, and central Texas between June 1 and August 31. This grant program will also distribute
a total of $75,000 in grant funds to the fifteen Young Masters designated in 2018.

Arts Create Panel Meetings

TCA will be convening nine peer panels in April and May to review the Arts Create grant
applications. The panels are organized by artistic discipline and will meet April 23-May 23.
Observing the panel meetings can provide information on the review process and the concerns
of the panel. Applicants and other members of the public can observe the panels at TCA's
office but cannot provide any input. Attending the meetings is not required of applicants.

April 23: Local Arts Agencies panel meeting
April 25-26: Multidiscipline panel meeting
April 30: Media Arts panel meeting

May 2-3: Dance panel meeting

May 6: Literary Arts panel meeting

May 8-10: Theater panel meeting

May 13-15: Music panel meeting

May 17: Presenting panel meeting

May 21-23: Visual Arts panel meeting

Upcoming TCA Application Deadline

TCA has an upcoming application deadline. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your
goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request that a
TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests
would be made at least two weeks before the application deadline. TCA has recorded a
webinar with Humanities Texas on general grant writing, available here.

rant Program: Arts R nd Performan
This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.
Activity dates must occur: Between June 15, 2019 and August 31, 2019
Application deadline: Midnight on May 1, 2019
Application form: Online
Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Legislation to Watch
As described above, TCA has two requests pending in this legislative session that could have
fairly immediate impact on upcoming grants, so be prepared to act.

Cultural District Projects

TCA has requested $5 million in this program across the next two years. If these funds are
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secured, TCA will be taking applications for this grant program by June 17, 2019. Here are those
grant guidelines.

Arts Healing Grants for Active Service Members and Veterans
TCA has requested $500,000 in this program across the next two years. If these funds are

secured, TCA will be taking applications for this grant program by July 15, 2019 as a subset of
the Arts Respond Project Health and Human Services priority area. Remember these grants are
most competitive when you have a solid partnership in place, as demonstrated by letters of
support, so plan ahead now! Here are those grant guidelines.

W Texas Touring Roster Artist Rural Tours

W Inour continuing efforts to provide more quality performances and arts
opportunities in rural areas of the state, the Texas Commission on the Arts
has chosen eight Texas Touring Roster artists and groups to provide free
performances in rural counties (TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the
performances directly.). Each artist or group provides six performancesin
an assigned area, and the performances are hosted by local nonprofits,
units of government, or schools. In the summer, these tours focus on youth
summer reading programs in libraries. Hosts are reminded that any Texas
nonprofit or unit of government (including schools and libraries) is eligible

Carson McHone.  to apply for an Arts Respond Performance Support grant for up to half of a

Photo: Aaron Bir  Texas Touring Roster artist's fee.

Country singer/songwriter Carson McHone conducted her rural tour
in Brewster and Upton counties on March 4-7, and was hosted by
the Rankin Senior Citizen Center, the McCamey Hospital District, the
Rankin Museum, and the Museum of the Big Bend.

Jazz pianist Peggy Stern served Polk, San Jacinto, and Walker
counties during March 18-20. Through her rural tour, Peggy Peggy Stern. Photo: Dana
performed for senior citizens as well as visitors to the Onalaska Stringer, Musicroom.com
Public Library, Livingston Municipal Library, Shepherd Public Library, and Huntsville Public
Library.

On March 20-21, author Natalia Sylvester gave readings and author
discussions for high school students in Brooks, Duval, and Willacy
counties. On April 25 she will perform for Hebbronville High School
students in Jim Hogg County and give a reading at the Zapata County
Library at 3 PM.

<

¢ / f Multi-instrumentalist Guy Forsyth kicks off his rural performances on
April 1 with three performances at schools in Hartley and Moore
counties. Guy will continue his rural performances at schools in Oldham
and Deaf Smith counties the next day.

b
Natalia Sylvester.
Photo: Eric Sylvester

"Such a unique program to bring to
our rural community."-- Yoakum
County Cecil Bickley Library, summer
2016 rural tour host
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The spring tours are funded in part by the National
Endowment for the Arts. Separate summer tours in rural areas
will be conducted between June 1and August 31. We'll share
more information on those tours in a future newsletter.
Special thanks to the fantastic artists conducting rural tours on
TCA's behalf this year.

Guy Forsyth. Photo: Rodney
Bursiel Photography

I Grantee Spotlight: Summer Arts Camp Providers

Whether we're ready or not, summer is
=t coming to Texas soon, and that means that
<M most Texas children will be out of school.
Many of the arts organizations TCA supports
= provide arts-based camps for children so that
they are able to keep learning and have good
< outlets for their energy. Other TCA grant
"= recipients provide arts programmingin
community-based camps, particularly in
smaller cities. Several of these organizations

"8 receive TCA support for these camps through
An art class at Multicultural Education & Counseling  Arts Respond Project funding. Here's just a
through the Arts

sampling of the camps TCA is supporting this
year:

-Amarillo Opera (Amarillo): summer opera programs for at-risk youth in Amarillo

-Beaumont Community Players (Beaumont): summer theater camps for area youth

-Chinati Foundation/La Fundacio Chinati (Marfa): summer drawing classes for at-risk youth in
rural Presidio County

-Creative Arts Center of Dallas (Dallas): Camp MetalHead, a six-week program in metal working
and jewelry making for at-risk teens in north Texas

-Dallas Black Dance Theatre (Dallas): the Summer Youth Enrichment program, providing dance
instruction for at-risk youth

-Grace Museum (Abilene): a free weekly art program for youth attending the City of Abilene
Recreation Department's summer camps

-Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center (San Antonio): a two-week summer theater arts camp for at-
risk youth living in public housing and/or San Antonio's Westside

-Indigenous Cultures Institute (San Marcos): an indigenous arts summer camp

-Multicultural Education & Counseling through the Arts (Houston): a seven-week summer
program in various art forms with science, technology, engineering, and math components for
at-risk youth

-Rockport Center for the Arts (Rockport): a free summer art education camp for students in rural
Aransas County

-UTEP Art Galleries (El Paso): summer camps for at-risk youth held at the Rubin Center for the
Visual Arts.

W Free Professional Development Webinar: Preparing for the Worst

Join us on April 17 for our next
free professional
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development webinar,
Preparing for the Worst. We
all hope for the best, but
sometimes the worst does
happen. Whether the threatis
a natural disaster, financial
uncertainty, or unexpected
changes in leadership, itis
important for organizations to
create contingency plans before an emergency hits. In this webinar, the team at Houston Ballet
will share how they prepared for and recovered from the destruction of Hurricane Harvey.
You'll hear from Houston Ballet's Executive Director, Chief Financial Officer, Chief Development
Officer, and Director of Marketing and Public Relations, on how they navigated insurance
claims, developed communications plans, and reimagined, rescheduled, and reticketed the
2017/18 performance season. They will take questions following the presentation. The webinar
will be held at 2 PM Central Time. Register for the webinar now to reserve your spot!

James Nelson has been the Executive Director of Houston Ballet since 2012 and served as the
General Manager for 12 years before that. Cheryl Zane has served as Chief Financial Officer at
Houston Ballet for 30 years. Angela Lane, Chief Development Officer, is a Certified Fund Raising
Executive who previously worked at the Red Cross in support of disaster fundraising. Angela
Lee, Director of Marketing and Public Relations, has influenced and managed a staff that serves
as the front line of customer interaction.

If you missed the February 20 webinar, A Community Foundation Insider Tells All with MariBen
Ramsey, orif you'd like to see what else we've offered over the years, we have good news!
All of our professional development webinars are recorded and available online for free.

B catching Up with Young Master Melissa McChristian (Visual Arts, 2002)

Since its inception in 2002, the Young Masters grant program has
supported 328 Texas high school students' studies in the arts.
We're using this month's newsletter to share an update from
one of our first Young Master alumni.

In 2002, Melissa McChristian was named a Young Master in
visual arts by the Texas Commission on the Arts. The Young
Masters grant funding she received helped her take a summer
painting class at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
(SAIC). For her second year of funding, Melissa studied at the
Austin Museum of Art School. After graduating from high Melissa McChristian. Photo:
school, she attended SAIC and earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts. Daniel E. Pittman
Melissa's path after that demonstrates that sometimes training

in the arts leads to a life's work in serving the community.

Melissa writes, "From 2010 to 2012 | was working hard, playing harder, and creating art. We
were given a beautiful family when our son Radley Moon was born in May of 2013. [...] In
October of 2014 we were told Radley had AML (Leukemia). We stopped everything and started
working towards a cure. After a year and a half of battling cancer Radley's body couldn't fight
anymore. He passed away on April 19th 2016. He was a special little boy. We do what we can to
get through life, and he is my inspiration and my strength.

"While we were in the Hospital for over a year, | met some fellow moms and patients that
ended up becoming a part of our family. We grew very close to one another watching our
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children fight for their lives. We supported each other through the hardest times anyone can
face. | was always inspired by the children. Their strength and resilience was astonishing. These
kids had so much love in them. | started drawing portraits of the children while we were
inpatient. | found that in doing so | gained peace and joy as well. The families were beyond
appreciative and the children were happy in that moment. That's when | knew what | wanted to
do with my art. Healing the heart through art.

"I specialize in portraiture, collages, and abstract landscapes. | use everything from pencil and
charcoal to [o]il paint, multi media materials, watercolor and ink."

Along with our partners at the Texas Cultural Trust, TCA is proud to have been a part of
Melissa's early development as an artist, and to have helped her sharpen the skills she uses to
serve others and help them heal through the arts.

- Join Our
Mailing List "

Texas Commission on the Arts

anina@ arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts.texas.gov
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