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A scene from a recent ArtWalk event in one of Texas' newest official cultural districts, the Arts!
Longview Cultural District. The district's designation ceremony will take place during the October 10
ArtWalk. Photo: Holly Forbes.

B New Grants and Cultural Districts Approved

On September 5, TCA Commissioners approved funding of 868 grants in the first funding round
for fiscal year 2020. The grants total over $8.9 million and will go to nonprofits and units of
government in 111 Texas cities. These grants include the Arts Create program, which provides
operational support to established arts organizations; the revived Cultural District Project
grants; the first of two funding rounds for the Arts Respond Project program; the quarterly Arts
Respond Performance Support program; and the quarterly Commission Initiatives and
Designated Funding program. TCA's full list of fiscal year 2020 grants is here.

TCA Commissioners also approved the designation of three new cultural districts. Cultural
districts are special zones that harness the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic
development and community revitalization. These districts can become focal points for
generating business, attracting tourists, stimulating cultural development and fostering civic
pride. The new cultural districts are the Downtown Beaumont Cultural Arts District, the Original
Denton District, and the Arts! Longview Cultural District. This designation brings the total
number of cultural districts in Texas to 43.
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Arts Create grants provide year-round operational support to Texas arts organizations with
budgets over $50,000. For fiscal year 2020, 426 Arts Create grants totaling over $3.2 million are
allocated to organizations in 76 Texas cities.

Arts Respond Cultural District Project grants provide support to projects that use the arts to
diversify local economies, generate revenue, and attract visitors and investment. These grants
are available to arts organizations and government entities verified as based in TCA-designated
cultural districts. For fiscal year 2020, 43 applicants from 20 different cultural districts in 17
Texas cities will receive funding totaling $4.6 million.

Arts Respond Project grants fund arts-based projects that address one of the priority areas of
economic development, education, health and human services, natural resources and
agriculture, or public safety and criminal justice. For the first round of these grants in fiscal year
2020, applications from 268 arts organizations in 58 cities will receive funding, for a total of
$831,463. Among these 268 grants, ten applicants are receiving a total of $44,000 for Arts
Healing Grants for Active Service Members and Veterans.

Arts Respond Performance Support grants provide partial support to help applicants host an
artist from the Texas Touring Roster in their community. The 128 grants for this quarter total
$153,349 and will go to 98 organizations and units of government in 57 Texas cities.

The Designated Funding and Commission Initiatives grants for this quarter distributed $50,000
received from the National Endowment for the Arts via one $17,500 grant to conduct the Poetry
Out Loud high school competition in Texas and another $32,500 grant to conduct folk arts
apprenticeships and related programs and documentation. An additional $5,000 was approved
to support the costs of the National Guild for Community Arts Education conference in Austin,
which will be held October 30-November 2, 2019.

Grant Reports and Revised Budgets Due

If your organization was approved to receive a grant for fiscal year 2020 (September 1, 2019-
August 31, 2020), you will have some paperwork to do before your new grant(s) can be paid.

Revised Budgets: Due September 20, 2019
Each funded FY20 Arts Create, Cultural District Project, or Arts Respond Project grant will have a
revised budget form that should be filled out and submitted online.

Grant Reports: Due September 30, 2019

Reports are due for grant activities that ended as TCA's prior fiscal year (September 1, 2018-
August 31, 2019) concluded. TCA has recorded a short webinar on filling out the online report
form for your assistance.

Grant reports must be submitted and successfully closed out by TCA staff before new grants
will be paid. Please note that the data collected from these reports is provided to the State of

Texas and the National Endowment for the Arts as TCA's main funders. Receiving your
complete report on time with appropriate supporting documentation helps TCA make a case
for the amount of dollars it receives for its grant budget.

I Applications Open for 2020 Young Masters
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The Texas Commission on the Arts and the Texas Cultural Trust are accepting applications for
the 2020 class of Young Masters, a joint initiative that provides exemplary Texas-based arts
students in grades 8-11 with the financial help they need to pursue advanced study in the areas
of visual arts, literary arts, folk arts, music, theater, dance, musical theater, and media arts.

The state's most talented young artists will receive the title of "Young Master" and will be
awarded grants of $5,000 per year to further their studies in their chosen arts disciplines.
Students are eligible to receive the grant for two years, but they must submit a report and
update application. The students selected for this program will represent the tenth class of
Young Masters. To date, the Trust and TCA have named 154 Young Masters, awarding almost $1
million to these aspiring artists since the program's inception in 2002.

Applications, information and guidelines are available online here. Not sure where to start?
Check out this short video and our FAQ. Applications and required supporting materials must
be submitted by November 15, 2019. In order to be considered for the grant, students must be
legal U.S. residents living in Texas and participating in a school-based program, a summer
institute, a specialized course of study, or private lessons from a qualified professional
instructor. They must also maintain passing grades in all academic areas. The Young Masters will
be selected by a citizen panel of experts from across the state based on artistic excellence,
level of commitment and quality of their proposed plan of study. Disbursement for this class of
Young Masters will begin in the spring of 2020. The 2020 Young Masters recipients will be
honored at a star-studded event on Monday, April 20, 2020 at ZACH Theatre in Austin.

Catching Up with Young Master Jared Brown (Dance, 2014)

One of the joys of the Young Masters program is seeing what these gifted young artists
accomplish after being selected through the highly competitive process.

Just five years ago, Dallas' Jared Brown was named one of
the 2014 Young Masters by TCA and our partners at the
Texas Cultural Trust. Last month, Jared was named a
Princess Grace Award recipient for dance. Currently in his
fourth year at the Juilliard School, Jared graduated from
the Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing
and Visual Arts with recognition from the National
YoungArts Foundation in Modern Dance and
Choreography. He is a 2016 U.S. Presidential Scholarin the

Jared Brown. Photo: Brian Guilliaux. Arts and has performed at the Kennedy Center under the

direction of Debbie Allen. While at Juilliard and BookerT.,

Jared performed major works by Martha Graham, Peter Chu, Crystal Pite, Aszure Barton, Lar
Lubovitch, Robert Battle, and many others. Jared has performed and toured with companies
including David Dorfman Dance, Molissa Fenley and Company, Douglas Dunn + Dancers, Sedn
Curran Company, | Kada Contemporary Dance, and Arch Contemporary Ballet.

Jared writes, "My time with Young Masters was an essential building block to getting me where
I am now. The grant that | was given from the Young Masters Program in 2014 helped me get the
necessary training, outside of my usual in Texas, which not only expanded my movement
vocabulary, but connected me with other like-minded artists who had similar intentions,
passions, and desires as myself. | was able to start making the necessary connections at such a
young age, that | had no clue would be enhancing my career so many years later.

"Young Masters was the first credit, honor, and grant that | was
given that recognized my artistry and hard work. That, in turn,
helped me realize my potential... that push that they gave me,
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outside of the monetary award and recognition, just being
recognized, helped me take off boundaries that I'd put on myself as
a male in dance.

"Young Masters helped me open myself to finding more, and at such a young age. Since then,
there has been constant exploration, failure, evaluation, success, and reevaluation. Young
Masters helped me realize that life is a process, and not always this one process that I've stated
above... but a process that takes time. Thank you Texas Young Masters for believing in me... you
helped me believe in me."

Pardon us for a second-- we have something in our eye-- but we want to reiterate that TCA is
proud to have contributed to Jared's early development as an artist, along with our partners at
the Texas Cultural Trust.

I High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

The school year is in full swing, which means that TCA is NATIONAL ENDOWMENT EOR THE ARTS
signing up high schools across the state to participate in AND POETRY FOUNDATION PRESENT
the Poetry Out Loud program. Interested educators
should contact TCA soon to sign up and to receive
materials in the mail to help them conduct the program
during the fall semester. Complete details on the

program are online here. o u I

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national

project of the National Endowment for the Arts and the LO u D
Poetry Foundation. This exciting program helps students

master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and

learn about their literary heritage. High school students memorize poems and perform them in
competition. Each participating high school will hold its competition to determine its school
winner by December 13, 2019. The school winner will go on to compete at the state
competition in Austin on Saturday, February 22, 2020.

~
®)

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries
receive money to help them buy poetry books. State winners compete in Washington, DCfora
pool of $50,000 in scholarships for students and cash awards for schools. More information on
the state competition is here.

I Everything You Wanted to Know about Technology: TCA Professional
Development Webinar Series

TCA's next live webinar, Everything You Wanted to
Know about Technology, will be offered at 2 PM
Central on October 16. Are you struggling to keep up
with the fast pace of technological change? Brandon
Zech, the publisher of Glasstire, the popular online
arts magazine, wants to share the latest news in
nonprofit technology with you. Thanks to a grant
from the Houston Endowment, Glasstire has been
looking into the way they use technology as a
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nonprofit organization. This webinar will include
information about technologies available to
organizations of any size, including staff
management software, donor database systems,
password managers, and more.

Brandon Zech joined Glasstire, the online magazine
forartin Texas, in 2015 as the publication's Assistant
Editor. In 2018 he began overseeing the publication's
news content as Glasstire's first-ever dedicated News
Editor, and he replaced Glasstire's founding
Publisher, Rainey Knudson, in 2019. In addition to
participating in talks and panels across Texas, Brandon also contributes podcasts, reviews, and
other articles to the site. He is a graduate of the University of Houston. A question-and-answer
session will follow the presentation. Register for the webinar here.

Brandon Zech. Photo: Jennifer Battaglia.

If you aren't able to attend the live webinar, orif you missed our August webinar, Free & Low-
Cost Marketing Resources from Texas Tourism Partners, good news! All of our professional
development webinars are recorded and available online for free.

San Antonio's Las Tesoros de San Antonio will be honored by the National Endowment for the Arts as
one of the 2019 National Heritage Fellowship recipients in Washington, DC on September 18 and 20.
The awards ceremony and concert are free to attend, or you can watch the webcast of the
September 20 concert. Photo: Esperanza Peace & Justice Center.
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Texas Commission on the Arts

anina@ arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts.texas.gov

The Texas Commission on the Arts receives funding from the Texas State Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Texas: State of the Arts license plate, the Texas Cultural Trust, and the
Texas Women for the Arts.
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