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B Apply Now for the 2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster

It's time for Texas artists, groups, and nonprofits to apply to be listed on the 2020-2022 Texas
Touring Roster. The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists and companies that
tour the state to provide quality arts experiences. It is open to all artistic disciplines: dance,
music, theater, literature, storytelling, visual arts, and film/media arts. Touring artists offer
performances as well as optional services that may include workshops, master classes, lecture-
demonstrations, arts education components, residencies, or short performances. Being listed
on the Texas Touring Roster attests to an artist's quality and allows the artist to refer potential
clients to the Arts Respond Performance Support grant program for partial funding. The current
Texas Touring Roster can be viewed here.

Please note that the application form is on the Submittable platform. The deadline to apply is
January 31, 2020.

Acceptance on the rosteris a highly competitive process that is adjudicated by discipline-
specific panels of arts presenting and touring professionals from across the state. TCA
encourages applicants to submit an application that represents their touring offerings and
quality well. TCA has prepared new resources on how to apply to be listed on the roster,
including three short new videos on the program, application form, and attachments; and an
updated FAQ. Applicants are strongly urged to review all of these resources plus the directions
on the application form. You will need to submit a video with your application. For technical
assistance, we recommend this webinar training on making high quality videos, including how
to doit on a shoestring.

] Solving the Holiday Gift Dilemma: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts
‘ N TEXAS ¢ " Perhaps you're gearing up for some holiday-related gift-

| B B ﬂ 1 B giving? Perhaps some of the people you're shopping for are

hard to find gifts for? Trust us, we understand! If your loved
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ones live in Texas, we've got a win-win solution for you.
Get them TCA's State of the Arts license plate at
http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP. The plate looks great on all
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kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride and support of the
arts, and costs a mere $30 a year in addition to vehicle registration. $22 of the $30 fee goes into
TCA's grants budget! TCA is grateful to the many Texas drivers who purchase the State of the
Arts license plate, and to the wonderful arts organizations that help promote it to their patrons.

Upcoming TCA Application Deadline and Updates

TCA has some upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss
your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request
that a TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests
would be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

This program provides project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on a short-term
basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects must
address one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health &
human services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture. This
program includes new funding specifically for art healing grants for active service members
and veterans in the health & human services priority area.

Activity dates must be: Between April 1, 2020 and August 31, 2020

Application deadline: Midnight on January 15, 2020

Application form: Online

Application Limit: Organizations may submit one application for this deadline. Organizations
should not submit more than one application addressing the same priority area per fiscal year.
Resources: Grant guidelines, video about the application process, contact TCA staff

Designation Program: Cultural Districts Designation

This program designates special zones in cities and Texas communities that harness the power
of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community revitalization.
Application deadline: Letter of Intent to apply due January 30; application due June 15

Application form: On Cultural Districts Program page
Resources: Program guidelines, contact TCA staff

Texas Touring Roster Inclusion

The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists and companies that tour the state to
provide quality arts experiences. Itis open to all artistic disciplines: dance, music, theater,
literature, storytelling, visual arts, and film/media arts. Being listed on the Texas Touring
Roster attests to an artist's quality and allows the artist to refer potential clients to the Arts
Respond Performance Support grant program for partial funding.

Application deadline: Midnight on January 31, 2020

Application form: On Submittable

Resources: Program guidelines, Required attachments checklist, FAQ with recorded videos,
webinar on general audiovisual sample production, current Texas Touring Roster.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.

Activity dates must start: Between March 15, 2020 and June 14, 2020

Application deadline: Midnight on February 1, 2020

Application form: Online

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff
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B New Roles for Two TCA Staff Members

Congratulations are in order for Ernest Luna, who was promoted to the
position of Program Administrator on December 1. Ernest will work with
music and presenting grant applicants and will be the staff member
assigned to the Arts Respond Project grants for public safety & criminal
justice. Longtime TCA Program Administrator Derek Mudd will now serve
as TCA's arts education expert, and will manage the Arts Respond Project
grants in arts education.

Ernest graduated from Texas State University in May 2017 with aBA in
History. There he was a member of the Panorama Steel Drum Band, Salsa
del Rio salsa band, & Orquesta del Rio salsa band. He also worked as a )
stage manager for SXSW at the Mohawk for six years. A versatile Emest Luna (Rojas
percussionist, Ernest stays active in recording and live performance, Photography)
having worked with the Sun Machine and Migrant Kids as well as various other groups in the
Austin area. A self-described "unicorn" (as one of those rare people who were actually born in
Austin), Ernest currently resides in San Marcos.

I Navigating Nonprofit Life Cycles: TCA Professional Development Webinar
Series

TCA's next live webinar, Navigating Nonprofit Life Cycles,
will be offered at 2 PM Central on December 11. While every
day might seem like business-as-usual, a higher-view
perspective can be beneficial for nonprofit leaders who are
looking ahead. Just as individuals have life stages, so do
organizations. While these are not always clear cut,
knowledge of organizational life stages is a helpful tool in
identifying possible obstacles and solutions. Join Katherine
Wagner, CEO of the Business Council for the Arts, as she
presents practical tips for locating your organization on the
life cycle so you can determine what the next steps should
be. Register for the webinar here.

As CEO, Katherine Wagner has provided executive

Katherine Wagner leadership for Business Council for the Arts for nearly a

decade, expanding business support for the arts through

numerous programs. Prior to her current position, Ms. Wagner served for more than ten years
as Executive Director of the Dallas Visual Art Center (now "the Dallas Contemporary"),
providing opportunities for regional working artists, arts organizations and arts supporters and
representing the organization to The Meadows Foundation on the design and building of a new
state-of-the-art facility which was completed in 2000. Ms. Wagner began her careerin arts
management at Indiana University, Bloomington, where she received her MFA and a Ford
Foundation Grant.

Ms. Wagner serves on the Cultural Plan Steering Committee for the City of Dallas, the Cultural
Tourism Committee for the City of Dallas and on the advisory boards of the Mexico Institute,

Creative Arts Center and Inspire Art Dallas. She was a recipient of the Award for Excellence in
Business, given by the Dallas Historical Society in 2018, was named in D CEO magazine's list of


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wQG2eX0c0eAsjLZJjxeOy0czV1A-ESI63N2GdvY-_ySa3AxFx57hpMIXZi7QZpnWfGHtZsFAvnfiJVVtKxYSABIlEXpf-L-DWsGpW4tIyf_-kdcHRAHOHpPxgOb4-bTEhYeh2DwGH3bAabvhkq1EBwIpvXKLgbM8aMjKhpR-_iTB9paHCdma4LpKI-M8R-PAyBsakmSq13m5xmIoPwXBT95e5Avep8PfHyfzMfszfI1YzJI58vK1Be02I4R27lKL22U_HFTU_M97lDndSbQBxdgFGSRX6hBdAI-AUn6OEJI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wQG2eX0c0eAsjLZJjxeOy0czV1A-ESI63N2GdvY-_ySa3AxFx57hpMIXZi7QZpnWojVkBPRptPyeeeJaiyMAKjls9UQf9HmkbJgQNbxsIPf1JDX3zeKT7xsyfDs98_u59GhMs1EGe70v1CQq64Y4xV7Qu3p-hCnPLJ3izYRqoVrlpgPhhLB1NYCrlgnPI46fBRT5cs0yL5hzVaKiPmyfXovguAaKMOLTVLObadsveF704u1Ogqms9D9b7tSouiQZlUPG3tEMnRNygHR6n8IA95DS71JVavaApO1g5AvVexclz3uT_QWqOd989MC4tzW-gkVoMu9BD2RtQ1CxG5_bJ2N5pcLtRPrO&c=&ch=

most influential North Texas leaders in 2018, and was featured in the March 2019 issue of D CEO
magazine. She received the award for North Texas Community Arts Leader from the Southern
Graphics Council International in March 2019 and accepted the award for 2019 Arts Advocate on
behalf of the Business Council for the Arts given by the Greater Children's Chorus of Dallas in
April.

If you aren't able to attend the live webinar, or if you missed our October webinar, Everything
You Wanted to Know about Technology, good news! All of our professional development
webinars are recorded and available online for free.

I Resolve to Have Better Cyber Security in 2020

Dorkbot, UT Austin's top-notch security team, will regularly scan your website
for high-risk vulnerabilities and report any problems to you in real-time for
free. They will also automatically email you a monthly executive report.

It's simple to get registered and free to nonprofits, schools, and government ——
organizations. To get started, just fill out the inquiry form at the bottom of this @\I . pk[b n
webpage. JOrKDOE

New Grants Approved

On December 5, TCA Commissioners approved the funding of 105 grants in the second funding
round for fiscal year 2020. The grants total over $5,140,503 and will go to nonprofits and units
of government in 44 cities. These grants include the quarterly Arts Respond Performance
Support program and the quarterly Commission Initiatives and Designated Funding program.
TCA's full list of fiscal year 2020 grants is here.

Arts Respond Performance Support grants provide partial support to help applicants host an
artist from the Texas Touring Roster in their community. The 98 grants for this quarter total
$107,003 and will go to 75 organizations and units of government in 41 Texas cities. Recipients
include organizations, libraries, and schools across the state, including those in rural
communities like Clifton, Emory, Schulenburg, and Seminole.

The Commission Initiatives and Designated Funding grants for this quarter distributed $12,500
to the Mid-America Arts Alliance for their programs serving Texas audiences, artists, and
organizations such as the Artist Inc. training program and the Exhibits USA touring exhibitions
program. An additional $16,000 was approved to support spring rural tours by four Texas
Touring Roster artists. Each artist or group will receive $4,000 to give six free public
performances that will serve designated rural counties in the Panhandle, the Texas
Independence Trail area, northeast Texas, and the western Hill Country between March 1 and
May 31. As well, a grant of $5,000 was approved to support the local host costs of the
Associated Writing Programs conference in San Antonio, which will be held March 4-7, 2020.
Additionally, a Designated Funding grant for $5,000,000 to the Town of Flower Mound was
approved. The funds were designated by the 2019 Texas Legislature to build a new performing
arts center in Flower Mound.
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B New Federal Employment Rule Effective January 1, 2020

In September, the U.S. Department of Labor
announced a final rule to make 1.3 million
American workers eligible for overtime pay
under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). The
final rule will be effective on January 1, 2020.

The final rule updates the earnings thresholds
necessary to exempt executive, administrative,
or professional employees from the FLSA's
minimum wage and overtime pay requirements,
Photo: Bernard Polet, Flickr Creative Commons and allows employers to count a portion of

certain bonuses (and commissions) towards
meeting the salary level. The new thresholds account for growth in employee earnings since

the currently enforced thresholds were set in 2004. In the final rule, the Department is:

—
I,',”rr'rf""'

¢ raising the "standard salary level" from the currently enforced level of $455 to $684 per
week (equivalent to $35,568 per year for a full-year worker);

raising the total annual compensation level for "highly compensated employees (HCE)"

from the currently-enforced level of $100,000 to $107,432 per year;

allowing employers to use nondiscretionary bonuses and incentive payments (including

commissions) that are paid at least annually to satisfy up to 10 percent of the standard

salary level, in recognition of evolving pay practices; and

revising the special salary levels for workers in U.S. territories and in the motion picture
industry.

The Department estimates that 1.2 million additional workers will be entitled to minimum
wage and overtime pay as a result of the increase to the standard salary level. The Department
also estimates that an additional 101,800 workers will be entitled to overtime pay as a result of

the increase to the HCE compensation level. More information about the final rule is available
at https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime2019/.
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