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Kim Lehman with new friends in Gail. All
photos courtesy of Kim Lehman.

communities through their annual rural arts tours. I
personally love everything about this program from the
benefit of bringing the arts to small towns in Texas to the
personal exchanges and connections made with people
and places.
 
Last summer, through this initiative, I had the opportunity
to perform in Gail (pop. 232, Borden County), Lamesa
(Dawson County), Post (Garza County), Tahoka (Lynn
County), and Snyder (pop. 11,300, Scurry County). 
Audience sizes ranged from 6 in Gail to 230 people in Snyder. These towns are all north of the
Midland/Odessa area in the South Plains region of Texas. I am grateful for the experience. I
learned a little more about this state, the land, and the people living in these rural locations. I
loved every minute of it!

Because I enjoy knowing a little about the community I am
performing in, I spent time walking the courthouse squares,
driving around residential areas, visiting museums, and
stopping at the local thrift stores in these small towns. In this
way I could make my first connection to the audience just by
knowing a little about their community.
 
When we think of ways this program benefits Texans,
immediately our minds go to the families we were able to
reach. There is nothing like seeing the enthusiasm and the
bright faces of children drawn into a story or song. For many
children, this exposure to storytelling, music, puppets, and
poetry is both new and exciting. These kinds of opportunities
don't come around every day in rural areas. Through these

performances children are given an opportunity to interact and connect with a real, live artist.
That is where the magic begins. Joy abounds. A kind of awe happens. Children feel important
and special. One of my personal goals is to meet and greet each child either before or after a
program. One of the greatest compliments came to me when I overheard a child say, "I think
she loves us."
 
Families and children were not the only ones to benefit from these arts programs. This
summer, I know my life was made richer through meaningful connections with the parents,
teachers, and librarians. While talking with a parent I learned how difficult it is to be a dry land
farmer. From a local teacher I heard stories about the amazing school system in Gail. Gail, by
the way is the only town in Borden County. It has a great school system but there are many
things Gail does not have. They do not have a real grocery store, gas station, stop light, and drug
store in the town or for that matter in the entire county! Even more significant and valuable
were the connections made with the librarians. Thanks to these hard working community
members, I learned about the local history, geography, economics, interesting tidbits and the
challenges these communities face.

The librarians in these rural areas are my heroes. Many of
these librarians do it all with very little. They may only
have a staff of two. The services libraries provide are so
much more than checking out books. They present
programs, provide free Wi-Fi and computers, write grants,
work with the city council, do administrative work,
accounting, marketing, and keep technology up and
running. It was a delight to talk with these librarians about
all the programs and services they offered. They were so
grateful to TCA for providing a program at their library free
of charge.
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