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Have stories, will tveI! exas Torin oster artist Kim Lehman performed for children in Lamesa
(Dawson County) last summer as part of a TCA rural tour. Scroll down to read about her
experiences!
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/\ TOURING ROSTER INCLUSION

B Artists of All Disciplines: Apply Now for the 2020-2022 Texas Touring
Roster

January 31, 2020 is the deadline for Texas artists, groups, and nonprofits to apply to be listed on
the 2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster. The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists
and companies that tour the state to provide quality arts experiences. It is open to all artistic
disciplines: dance, music, theater, literature, storytelling, folk/traditional arts, visual arts, and
film/media arts. Touring artists offer single performances as well as optional services that may
include workshops, master classes, lecture-demonstrations, arts education components,
residencies, or short performances. Being listed on the Texas Touring Roster attests to an
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artist's quality and allows the artist to refer potential clients to the Arts Respond Performance
Support grant program for partial funding. The current Texas Touring Roster can be viewed

here: http://www.arts.texas.gov/artroster/roster/.

Literary artists, folk/traditional artists, visual artists and film/media artists are especially
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to expand the work they do with community
members. This work can include single performances, readings, artist talks, workshops, master
classes, lecture-demonstrations, arts education components, and/or residencies working with
the public.

Examples of folk/traditional/literary/visual/film/media arts activities include:

e mural artists, especially those who do community-based collaborative work

e mobile visual art experiences that can tour to smaller Texas communities (mobile
foundry, mobile photo/film lab, mobile clay studio, portable print studio)

¢ workshops or demonstrations on a folk/traditional art form practiced by the artist

o readings of the artist's original creative writing or creative writing workshops

e teaching artists with time-based hands-on creative writing, folk, traditional, visual,
media, or digital arts activities that can be brought to various communities

e art-making classes open to the public

The application form is on the Submittable platform at
https://texascommissiononthearts.submittable.com/submit.

Acceptance on the roster is a highly competitive process that is adjudicated by discipline-
specific panels of arts presenting and touring professionals from across the state. TCA
encourages applicants to submit an application that represents their touring offerings and
quality well. TCA has prepared resources on how to apply to be listed on the roster, including
three short new videos on the program, application form, and attachments; and an updated
FAQ. These resources are all available at
https://www?2.arts.state.tx.us/tcagrant/TXArtsPlan/fagfortrc.htm. Applicants are strongly urged
to review all of these resources plus the directions on the application form.

I Support TCA: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts

TCA's State of the Arts license plate looks great on
all kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride, and
supports public arts funding in Texas. Available at
http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP, the plate costs a mere

TEXAS %
$30a year in addition to vehicle registration. $22 of

the $30fee goes into TCA's grants budget! TCA is B B ﬂ 1 B

grateful to the many Texas drivers who purchase the STATE OF THE ARTS @
State of the Arts license plate, and to the wonderful

arts organizations that help promote it to their

patrons.

Upcoming TCA Application Deadline and Updates

TCA has some upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss
your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request
that a TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests
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would be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

This program provides project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on a short-term
basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects must
address one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health &
human services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture. This
program includes increased funding specifically for art healing grants for active service
members and veterans in the health & human services priority area.

Activity dates must be: Between April 1, 2020 and August 31, 2020

Application deadline: Midnight on January 15, 2020

Application form: Online

Application Limit: Organizations may submit one application for this deadline. Organizations
should not submit more than one application addressing the same priority area per fiscal year.

Resources: Grant guidelines, vi out the application process, contact TCA staff

Designation Program: Cultural Districts Designation

This program designates special zones in cities and Texas communities that harness the power
of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community revitalization.
Application deadline: Letter of Intent to apply due January 30; application due June 15

Application form: On Cultural Districts Program page
Resources: Program guidelines, contact TCA staff

Texas Touring Roster Inclusion

The Texas Touring Roster is a listing of Texas-based artists and companies that tour the state to
provide quality arts experiences. Itis open to all artistic disciplines: dance, music, theater,
literature, storytelling, folk/traditional arts, visual arts, and film/media arts. Being listed on
the Texas Touring Roster attests to an artist's quality and allows the artist to refer potential
clients to the Arts Respond Performance Support grant program for partial funding.
Application deadline: Midnight on January 31, 2020

Application form: On Submittable

Resources: Program guidelines, Required attachments checklist, FAQ with recorded videos,

webinar on general audiovisual sample pr ion, current Texas Touring Roster.

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.

Activity dates must start: Between March 15, 2020 and June 14, 2020

Application deadline: Midnight on February 3, 2020

Application form: Online

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

B Making Connections through the Rural Tour Initiative
By Kim Lehman, Texas Touring Roster artist

TCA is grateful to the Texas Touring Roster artists who have
participated in our rural tours over the years. They have helped
us bring the arts to hundreds of rural communities. We're
pleased to present Kim Lehman's article on her experiences
during her rural tour last year.

The Texas Commission on the Arts reaches out to rural
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communities through their annual rural arts tours. |
personally love everything about this program from the
benefit of bringing the arts to small towns in Texas to the
personal exchanges and connections made with people
and places.

Last summer, through this initiative, | had the opportunity

to perform in Gail (pop. 232, Borden County), Lamesa Kim Lehman with new friends in Gail, All

(Dawson County), Post (Garza County), Tahoka (Lynn photos courtesy of Kim Lehman.
County), and Snyder (pop. 11,300, Scurry County).

Audience sizes ranged from 6 in Gail to 230 people in Snyder. These towns are all north of the
Midland/Odessa area in the South Plains region of Texas. | am grateful for the experience. |
learned a little more about this state, the land, and the people living in these rural locations. |
loved every minute of it!

Because | enjoy knowing a little about the community | am
performingin, | spent time walking the courthouse squares,
driving around residential areas, visiting museums, and
stopping at the local thrift stores in these small towns. In this
way | could make my first connection to the audience just by
| knowing alittle about their community.

When we think of ways this program benefits Texans,

. immediately our minds go to the families we were able to
reach. There is nothing like seeing the enthusiasm and the
bright faces of children drawn into a story or song. For many
children, this exposure to storytelling, music, puppets, and
poetry is both new and exciting. These kinds of opportunities
don't come around every day in rural areas. Through these
performances children are given an opportunity to interact and connect with a real, live artist.
That is where the magic begins. Joy abounds. A kind of awe happens. Children feel important
and special. One of my personal goals is to meet and greet each child either before or aftera
program. One of the greatest compliments came to me when | overheard a child say, "l think
she loves us."

Families and children were not the only ones to benefit from these arts programs. This
summer, | know my life was made richer through meaningful connections with the parents,
teachers, and librarians. While talking with a parent | learned how difficultitis to be a dry land
farmer. From a local teacher | heard stories about the amazing school system in Gail. Gail, by
the way is the only town in Borden County. It has a great school system but there are many
things Gail does not have. They do not have a real grocery store, gas station, stop light, and drug
store in the town or for that matter in the entire county! Even more significant and valuable
were the connections made with the librarians. Thanks to these hard working community
members, | learned about the local history, geography, economics, interesting tidbits and the
challenges these communities face.

The librarians in these rural areas are my heroes. Many of
these librarians do it all with very little. They may only
have a staff of two. The services libraries provide are so
much more than checking out books. They present
programs, provide free Wi-Fi and computers, write grants,
work with the city council, do administrative work,
accounting, marketing, and keep technology up and
running. It was a delight to talk with these librarians about
all the programs and services they offered. They were so
grateful to TCA for providing a program at their library free
of charge.



| feel like | made new friends and connections that
continue to help me better understand rural communities
in Texas. In the end my greatest hope is that | was able to
leave something behind... afond memory, a feeling of
friendship, a desire to check out more folktale books, an
excitement about what storytelling has to offer, and the
delight of laughing, listening, and singing with a group of
people, unplugged and engaged.

Possibly singing "My Heroes Have
Always Been Librarians" in Post.

B Finding Work/Life Balance in the Arts: TCA Professional Development
Webinar Series

Did you know that it takes six weeks to form a new
habit? If you resolved to have a better work/life
balance in 2020, our next webinar comes justin time
to help you stay on track! TCA's next live webinar,
Finding Work/Life Balance in the Arts, will be offered
at 2 PM Central on February 19, 2020. Start your year
off right by working smarter and making more time
R for your personal life! Allison Orr, Artistic Director of
E-‘ki? e Forklift Danceworks, will share tips on self-care for
Allison Orr. Photo by Sarah Bork Hamilton. busy executive directors, artistic directors, or for
anyone else in the arts! Allison will provide tips on
making time for the creative process, family, and relaxation even when your email and social
media are blowing up. If you'd like to be better at keeping creative priorities in mind, time
management, and knowing when and why to delegate or put off work, join us for our next live
professional development webinar. Register now for the webinar-- it counts toward keeping
that resolution!

Allison Orr is the founder and artistic director of Forklift Danceworks, a nonprofit dance
company that activates communities through collaborative creative processes. Recently named
a 2019 Dance | USA Dance for Social Change Fellow and a 2018 Doris Duke United States Artist
Fellow, Allison was named Best Choreographer of 2016, 2017, and 2018 by the Austin Chronicle,
Most Outstanding Choreographer of 2003, 2008 and 2013 by the Austin Critics Table, one of
Tribeza Magazine's Top 10 Austinites, and one of eight "Extraordinary Texans" by Texas
Highways Magazine. Her large-scale work The Trash Project was named a #1 Arts Event by the
Austin American-Statesman, #1 Dance Event by the Austin Chronicle, and Most Outstanding
Dance Concert by the Austin Critics Table. It is also the subject of a feature-length documentary
film entitled Trash Dance. Currently a Distinguished Fellow of the College of Environment at
Wesleyan University, Allison directed 2016's The Artist in the City, a hands-on course in her
community-based dance-making practice where Wesleyan students embedded within the local
water/wastewater department to create collaborative artistic projects with city employees.
Allison has also taught children, adults over 65, and people with disabilities. Before founding
Forklift Danceworks, Allison danced and studied with Deborah Hay and MacArthur Fellow Liz
Lerman. Allison is a native Texan and holds an MFA in Choreography and Performance from
Mills College and a BA in Anthropology from Wake Forest University.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nEAFt8MxqPtXXBDHegNvDM_BO-x8LTFcT-M2KQuWuzgiP_iZ5z6BbkzB3QP6vhlx3FPt6LGaKRmf7kpJejf4aWy3FPbyKgAeGzc6-q85T5PDaqp4oxFSQ5Bs0iQT7tUDaWdqVxR56Rhk-SWPNUBrv95ZdXOf-OjOsK02oXlxwVqNyR3LJ4K0IO8A1KWpKhm7KPQ4Ya-2rm1xM1Znd4aSzKkwaRSBWBvZmabMpKhdQn1QU5uUqHnnMv5AZz_PruefcsvdzPLqiomuvPozS3xBoXgsjs9qE-e7Ogba5VZKf3GGYsW5R7HjBqJZ6FY3QgKWDnLeg3l01VVOCczooZOL-g==&c=&ch=

If you aren't able to attend the live webinar, or if you missed our December webinar,
Navigating Nonprofit Life Cycles, good news! All of our professional development webinars are
recorded and available online for free.
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