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information! Clockwise from top left: Elizabeth Kahura (photo by Andrew John), Mariachi Las Altefias
(photo by Edward Benavides Tilde Photography), Anuradha Naimpally (photo by Sadu Bajekal),
Axiom String Quartet (photo by Lynn Lane), Storybook Theatre of Texas (photo by Steve Slate of
Captured Keepsakes), Open Dance Project (photo by Lynn Lane), Great Promise for American Indians
(photo by Great Promise for American Indians), and Amalia Ortiz (photo by Gladys Ornelas).

B A covID-19 Update from TCA

Earlier today, TCA Commissioners approved the disbursement 0f$668,500 CARES Act relief
funds to 491 Texas arts organizations. TCA received these funds from the National Endowment
for the Arts to redistribute to the Texas arts field. In order to efficiently and quickly distribute
these dollars, TCA is splitting the money among current Arts Create (operational support), Arts
Respond Project, and Cultural District Project recipients via amendments to their current grants
(one amendment per organization). TCA payments to these groups will start today and will
continue over the next week.

Earlier this month, Governor Abbott moved the state into Phase lll ofeopening. This included
allowing museums and libraries to expand their operations to 50% capacity, and, as of June 10,
allowing performing arts venues to open at 50% audience capacity, with significant provisions
for social distancing. As we continue to see in the cases of libraries and museums, we expect
that a variety of factors will be considered as performing arts venues determine the feasibility of
reopening safely at limited capacity. As such, we anticipate continuing to see a variety of virtual
offerings provided by the arts field, and we encourage you to take advantage of-- and to
support-- these efforts. One resource for arts organizations as they move back toward
sustainability is SMU DataArts' recent white paper, Arts and Cultural Organizations: In It for the
Long Haul (stay tuned for a TCA webinar on this). Another resource in collecting and providing
data on the significant impact that COVID-19 has had on the arts field is the set of surveys that
Americans for the Arts continues to conduct. The information collected in these surveys helps
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make a stronger case for increased support of the arts.

TCA is striving to provide continuity of service to help sustain our field. We are continuing to
accept applications for upcoming deadlines. TCA is offering fiscal year 2020 grant recipients as
much flexibility as possible to help them address changes in their work and programming due to
COVID-19. We have a special professional development webinar, Fundraising During a
Pandemic, coming up on June 17, and the recordings of past webinars are online as well. For
now, TCA staff members are still mostly working from home so if you need anything, please
reach us via email.

If you are looking for more resources for yourself, your business, or your nonprofit, TCA is
collecting information about COVID-19 funding opportunities and resources on this webpage.

Want to help out the arts field during this time of closures and cancellations? Here are some
things you can do from your living room:

- Donate back unused tickets rather than asking for a refund

- Make a direct donation to nonprofits

- See if performing artists/bands have a Patreon page or a virtual tip jar on their website

- Pre-order authors' books or other offerings from artists

- Take an online class offered by an artist

- Book (and pay a deposit now) an artist to do work for you later

- Get ahead on your birthday/holiday shopping now with unique purchases from artists'
websites.

As the nation continues a renewed reckoning with racial equity, we'll remind you that the
suggestions above can be helpful in that effort. Hiring, purchasing from, paying, promoting, and
supporting artists and arts organizations of color year-round are vital ways to make an impact.

. New Texas Touring Roster Approved

The Texas Commission on the Arts is pleased to announce that 143 Texas artists and arts
companies have been approved to the TCA Texas Touring Roster for 2020-2022. The Texas
Touring Roster features some of the state's best artistic talent and is designed to ensure that all
Texans may enjoy events and performances by these artists in their local communities.

"Artists on the Texas Touring Roster travel to communities across the state and performin a
variety of venues," said TCA executive director Gary Gibbs. "In addition to performances, they
may also conduct workshops, master classes, residencies, lecture-demonstrations or arts
education components as a way to engage community residents. We are proud to offer the
citizens of Texas access to such high-quality artistic talent." While social distancing measures are
still in effect, Texas Touring Roster artists are encouraged to conduct live-stream programs for
presenters instead of in-person appearances.

Artists on the roster must have a history of touring and maintain a reasonable fee range. The
Texas Commission on the Arts does not provide direct funds to the artists on the Texas Touring
Roster. Instead, TCA provides grants to arts presenters, schools, libraries, theaters, and other
nonprofits and government units throughout Texas to help with the cost of bringing in
companies and artists from the roster. Presenters may apply through TCA's Arts Respond
Performance Support grant category for a portion of the artistic fees for artists from the Texas
Touring Roster.

Acceptance onto the Texas Touring Roster is for two years, and benefits groups and artists by
giving them a powerful marketing tool. Access to grant funds, combined with the fact that Texas
Touring Roster artists have been deemed the best in their field by a panel of statewide experts,
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makes these artists attractive to a variety of presenters, including schools, festivals, theaters and
other venues.

Artists on the Texas Touring Roster range from individual performing and visual artists to large
performing arts companies. They represent artistic disciplines including music, visual art, dance,
theater, storytelling, literary art and folk/traditional art. Options are diverse and range from
ballet to African dance, western swing to conjunto, muralism to poetry, jazz to children's theater,
piano to puppetry, and everything in between. The 2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster is in effect
for work conducted between September 1, 2020 and August 31, 2022.

I Support TCA: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts
‘ % " TCA's State of the Arts license plate looks great on all
T EXAS # kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride, and supports

public arts funding in Texas.
B B ﬂ 1 B Available at http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP, the plate
costs a mere $30 a year in addition to vehicle
STATE OF THE ARTS @ registration. $22 of the $30 fee goes into TCA's
grants budget! TCA is grateful to the many Texas
drivers who purchase the State of the Arts license

plate, and to the wonderful arts organizations that help promote it to their patrons.

Grant & Program Updates

Mid-America Arts Alliance: Regional Touring Program Grants

Texas is a member of the Mid-America Arts Alliance (MAAA), a regional arts organization.
Through their Regional Touring Program, MAAA offers funding for presenters who are bringing
in artists from outside their state to do a public performance and a related arts activity
(considerations are being made for social distancing needs). The next deadline is July 1 and
grants are given on a first-come, first-served basis. Presenters may book artists in any
discipline, not just in performing arts. Full information on the grant program is here.

ming TCA Application Deadlin
TCA has a few upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your
goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request that a
TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would
be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Designation Program: Cultural District Designation

This program designates special zones in Texas cities and communities that harness the power
of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community revitalization.
Application deadline: letter of intent to apply due January 30; application due June 15

Application form: on Cultural Districts Program page
Resources: program guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Cultural District Projects
This program is designed for projects that focus on significant cultural tourism projects
happening in a designated cultural district, by established arts organizations that are based in
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the cultural district and authorized to apply by their cultural district's managing entity.
Activity dates must be: between September 1, 2020 and August 31, 2021

Application deadline: midnight on June 15, 2020

Application form: online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

This program provides project assistance grants to nonprofit arts organizations on a short-term
basis and may include administrative costs directly related to the project. Projects must address
one of the following priority areas: economic development, education, health & human
services, public safety & criminal justice, or natural resources & agriculture. This program
includes increased funding specifically for art healing grants for active service members and
veterans in the health & human services priority area.

Activity dates must begin: between September 1, 2020 and March 31, 2021

Application deadline: midnight on July 15, 2020

Application form: online

Application limit: organizations may submit one application for this deadline. Organizations
should not submit more than one application addressing the same priority area per fiscal year.
Resources: grant guidelines, recorded webinar about grant program, recorded webinar about
the online application process, contact TCA staff

Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees toTexas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from TCA's NEW 2020-2022Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance. These applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees.
Activity dates must begin: between September 1, 2020 and December 14, 2020

Application deadline: midnight on August 3, 2020

Application form: online

Resources: grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Decisions on applications for Arts Respond Performance Support, Arts Respond Project Support,
Cultural District Project, and Cultural District Designation applications will be made at the
September 3, 2020 Commission meeting

. Fundraising During a Pandemic: Professional Development Webinar Series

Join us at2 PM CDT on Wednesday, June 17for a timely webinar. A
worldwide crisis makes fundraising a tricky proposition. Most likely
you have been speaking with your donors about your organization's
needs during this crisis. If you haven't, it is time to start. Find out
what is working for other arts organizations in this upcoming
webinar. You will learn evidence-based stewardship strategies from
Brad Carlin, Senior Consultant at TRG Arts. As the situation
continues to evolve, we hope that this webinar can help you
strengthen your relationships with donors and even start new
relationships. Registration for the webinar is already full, but a
recording will be available afterward on our Vimeo channel.

. . Brad Carlii
As a Senior Consultant at TRG Arts, Brad Carlin gets to engage, rad tarin

advise, and better understand some of the most impactful arts organizations in the world
through their data and programs. Previously, Brad was the Managing Director of Fusebox
Festival in Austin. Brad has worked in general management and fundraising for SITI Company
(NYC), Salvage Vanguard Theatre (Austin), and the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center (San Antonio).
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He has been an adjunct professor of arts administration at St. Edward's University and an alum
of the Theatre Communications Group New Generations Fellowship, the University of Texas LBJ
School Strategic Management Program, and the Association of Performing Arts Presenters
Leadership Development Institute. Brad has served on numerous grant panels across the
country and been a speaker at conferences in the US and abroad including the National Arts
Marketing Project, UK Arts Marketing Conference, Magnetic North (Canada), Theatre
Communications Group annual conference, South by Southwest, Grantmakers in the Arts, and
the Association of Performing Arts Presenters. He received a master's degree in arts
management from Carnegie Mellon University and a BA in theater from St. Edward's University.

. Catching Up with Young Master Alum Amber Pickens (Dance 2008)

Since its inception in 2002, theYoung Masters grant programhas
supported 169 Texas high school students' studies in the arts. This
month, we're catching up with Young Master alum Amber Pickens.

Amber Pickens was named a Young Master for dance in 2008. Hailing
from Dallas, Amber used her Young Masters grant to attend the Alvin
Ailey Dance School (summer intensive-professional division) and Camp
Broadway: The Next Step, in New York, and the Debbie Allen Dance
Institute in Texas. Amber also used a portion of her Young Masters grant
to pay for private coaching from Tasha Smith. After graduating from the
Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and Visual Arts,
Amber attended the Juilliard School in New York City, graduating with a
BFA in dance.

Amber Pickens (Photo:
Chris Jones)

Amber has danced in the productionsThe Black Clown (American Repertory Theater), Don't
Bother Me, | Can't Cope (New York City Center),The Wiz (New York Summer Stage, The Muny),
Jerome Robbins' Broadway (TUTS), and A Midsummer Night's Dream (Dallas Theater Center),
among others. Additionally, she has used her dance skills to work professionally in other media
such as TV and film, based on advice from her longtime mentor, Debbie Allen. Amber was the
choreographer for the feature film Passing, and acted in an episode ofLaw & Order. "Her dance
has opened the door for her to have a successful commercial modeling career where she has
been featured on New York Fashion Week runway shows for Desigual... which led to Amber
being on her first magazine cover and billboards in Paris, France. Dior lead creative director
Jerome Gautier has featured Amber in fashion shoots for Vogue Paris, which led to her being in
the Dior: New Looks book and a billboard in Paris." As well, Amber has had an opportunity to
talk with many actors, national leaders and community leaders on her show Kickback & Chat
with Amber Pickens.

Amber writes, "This Texas Young Master [grant] truly helped me expand as an artist. | studied at
the Alvin Ailey school where | met dancers from around the world. My teachers were collectively
passionate about sharing their knowledge and experience. | attended the Camp Broadway
intensive as well that expanded my knowledge in musical theater. These intensives played a
major role in my preparation for The Juilliard School, Broadway, and TV/film. | was able to plant
seeds that blossomed into trees of power. | am proud to be an ambassador of the arts and

learn more to continue creating unity around the world. Especially now... | want to use my craft
to inspire people to look inward and learn how to be vessels of love. | truly believe artists have
the duty to fight for humanity."

TCA is proud to see Amber, like many of the other Young Masters we've supported with our
partner, the Texas Cultural Trust, achieving her dreams in the arts and beyond.
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on't Bother Can't Cape, directed by Savion Gloi/er, a? '
the New York City Center.
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The Texas Commission on the Arts receives funding from the Texas State Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Texas: State of the Arts license plate, the Texas Cultural Trust, and the
Texas Women for the Arts.
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