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TCA has distributed $668,500 CARES Act relief funds to 491 Texas arts organizations. TCA
received these funds from the NEA to redistribute to the Texas arts field. In order to efficiently
and quickly distribute these dollars, TCA split the money among current Arts Create (operational
support), Arts Respond Project, and Cultural District Project recipients via amendments to their
current grants (one amendment per organization).
 
Resources for Moving Forward Safely and Legally
In June, Governor Abbott moved the state into Phase III of reopening. This included allowing
museums and libraries to expand their operations to 50% capacity and allowing performing arts
venues to open at 50% audience capacity, with significant provisions for social distancing. As we
continue to see in the cases of libraries and museums, we expect that a variety of factors will be
considered as performing arts venues determine the feasibility of reopening safely at limited
capacity. As such, we anticipate continuing to see a variety of virtual offerings provided by the
arts field, and we encourage you to take advantage of-- and to support-- these efforts. Please
refer to the guidelines provided by the Governor to determine the maximum actions you can
take at this time.
 
The National Endowment for the Arts has produced a best practices tip sheet on reopening
safely, and resources on making your virtual activities accessible for people with disabilities.
 
TCA is producing a series of professional development webinars focused on COVID-19 resources
for arts organizations. Videos of past webinars are available for viewing. They include
Fundraising During a Pandemic and Adapting to the Changing Pandemic Landscape, which
covers SMU DataArts' recent white paper, Arts and Cultural Organizations: In It for the Long
Haul. See our separate article about our July 8 webinar, Creative Borrowing Solutions.
 
Data Collection: Making the Case for the Arts
An important resource in collecting and providing data on the significant impact that COVID-19
has had on the arts field is the set of surveys that Americans for the Arts continues to conduct.
The information collected in these surveys helps make a stronger case for increased support of
the arts.
 
TCA Grants & Staying in Touch
TCA is striving to provide continuity of service to help sustain our field. We are continuing to
accept applications for upcoming deadlines, although we ask that you provide all materials
electronically. TCA is offering fiscal year 2020 grant recipients as much flexibility as possible to
help them address changes in their work and programming due to COVID-19.
 
TCA has oriented the artists on the 2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster and is allowing presenters to
hire them for live streaming arts activities while social distancing is still in place. If you are hiring
them for a planned in-person event, we encourage you and the artist to discuss a contingency
plan in case that event cannot be held as anticipated, and to outline that plan in the
performance contract. Please let us know if you have questions about the plan you are
considering.
 
TCA staff members are still mostly working from home so if you need anything, please reach us
via email.
 
If you are looking for more resources for yourself, your business, or your nonprofit, TCA is
collecting information about COVID-19 funding opportunities and resources on this webpage.  
 
Want to help out the arts field during this time of closures and cancellations? Here are some
things you can do from your living room:
· Donate back unused tickets rather than asking for a refund
· Make a direct donation to nonprofits
· See if performing artists/bands have a Patreon page or a virtual tip jar on their website
· Pre-order authors' books or other offerings from artists
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