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Each of the 2019-2020 Texas State Artists was nominated for this honor by a Texas
citizen. Nominations for the 2021 and 2022 Texas State Artists are open now. (Rick Lowe
photo: The John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; Emily Gimble photo: Ashleigh
Amoroso; Emmy Pérez photo: Texas A& M University-Corpus Christi)

B coviD-19 Reminders from TCA

Electronic documents are highly preferred

As TCA prepares for the end of our fiscal year on August 31, we are receiving a number of grant
report forms and support materials. We also are receiving grant applications for upcoming
deadlines. In all cases, we request that any supporting materials be sent electronically to
attach@arts.texas.gov until further notice. Please do not mail them. This includes grant
contracts and assurances forms as well as report forms for Performance Support grants.

Resources for Moving Forward Safely and Legally

In June, Governor Abbott moved the state into Phase Ill ofreopening. This included allowing
museums and libraries to expand their operations to 50% capacity and allowing performing arts
venues to open at 50% audience capacity, with significant provisions for social distancing. As we
continue to see in the cases of libraries and museums, we expect that a variety of factors will be
considered as performing arts venues determine the feasibility of reopening safely at limited
capacity. As such, we anticipate continuing to see a variety of virtual offerings provided by the
arts field, and we encourage you to take advantage of-- and to support-- these efforts. Please
refer to the guidelines provided by the Governor to determine the maximum actions you can
take at this time.
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The National Endowment for the Arts has produced a best practices tip sheet on reopening
safely, and resources on making your virtual activities accessible to people with disabilities.

TCA is producing a series ofprofessional development webinars focused on COVID-19
resources for arts organizations. Videos of past webinars are available for viewing. They include
Fundraising During a Pandemic; Adapting to the Changing Pandemic Landscape which covers
SMU DataArts' recent white paper, Arts and Cultural Organizations: In It for the Long Haut
Creative Borrowing Solutions; and Staying Agile in the Pandemic - Hints for Small Organizations

Data Collection: Making the Case for the Arts

An important resource in collecting and providing data on the significant impact that COVID-19
has had on the arts field is the set of surveysthat Americans for the Arts continues to conduct.
The information collected in these surveys helps make a stronger case for increased support of
the arts.

TCA Grants & Staying in Touch

TCA is striving to provide continuity of service to help sustain our field. We are continuing to
accept applications for upcoming deadlines. TCA is offering fiscal year 2020 grant recipients as
much flexibility as possible to help them address changes in their work and programming due to
COVID-19.

TCA has oriented the artists on the2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster and is allowing presenters to
hire them for live streaming arts activities while social distancing is still in place. If you are hiring
them for a planned in-person event, we encourage you and the artist to discuss a contingency
plan in case that event cannot be held as anticipated, and to outline that plan in the
performance contract. Please let us know if you have questions about the plan you are
considering.

TCA staff members are still mostly working from home so if you need anything, please reach us
via email.

If you are looking for more resources for yourself, your business, or your nonprofit, TCA is
collecting information about COVID-19 funding opportunities and resources on this webpage.

. State Artist Nominations Open

On behalf of the Texas State
Legislature, the Texas Commission on
the Arts is now accepting nominations
for the 2021 and 2022 Texas State
Artists. Nominations are accepted for
Texas State Musician, Texas Poet
Laureate, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist (visual arts), and
Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
(visual arts). Any Texas citizen is able
to nominate a living artist in any of the
four categories and self-nominations : = g
are welcome. Nominees must be 2019-2020 Texas State Artists at the Capitol.
native Texans or have resided in the

state for at least five years. They must have attained the highest levels of excellence and success
in their respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or national reputation for their
high caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online through October 15, 2020. The Texas
Poet Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee, composed of members appointed by
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the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, will
make the final selections for the Legislature's consideration and approval in 2021.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The eight
appointees for 2019 and 2020 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and for
their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the state's
diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. The 2019 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Carrie
Fountain of Austin, Texas State Musician Little Joe Hernandez of Temple, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist Mary McCleary of Nacogdoches, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
Rick Lowe of Houston. The 2020 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Emmy Pérez of McAllen,
Texas State Musician Emily Gimble of Austin, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist Earlie Hudnall,
Jr. of Houston, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist Gabriel Dawe of Dallas. Scroll down for
a timely feature on Mr. Hudnall!

Learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process andsubmit your nominations by
October 15, 2020.

I Support TCA: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts

TCA's State of the Arts license plate looks great

T EXAS # on all kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride, and

B B ﬂ 1 B supports public arts funding in Texas.

STATE OF THE ARTS =

Available at http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP, the
plate costs a mere $30 a year in addition to
vehicle registration. $22 of the $30 fee goes to
TCA and its grants budget! TCA is grateful to the
many Texas drivers who purchase the State of
the Arts license plate, and to the wonderful arts organizations that help promote it to their
patrons.

Grant & Program Updates

Grant Applications for Fiscal Year 2021

The TCA Commissioners will hold their quarterly meeting on September 3, 2020. At this
meeting, they will make final funding decisions on applications for Arts Create (Year 2) funding,
Cultural District Project funding, Arts Respond Project funding, and Arts Respond Performance
Support funding. They will also consider recommendations for the Cultural District Designation
program.

If your organization has a pending Cultural District Project, Arts Respond Project or Arts
Respond Performance Support grant application, you will receive an email notification about
your recommended funding amounts by Thursday, August 20.

Grant Reports for Fiscal Year 2020 due September 30, 2020

Reports are due for grant activities that end as TCA's prior fiscal year (September 1, 2019-
August 31, 2020) concludes. All Arts Create, Cultural District Project, and Arts Respond Project
grant report forms for fiscal year 2020 should be completed and submitted online by
September 30, 2020. Due to COVID-19, we ask that you provide all materials electronically, and
we recommend that you submit your report and materials well before the deadline to ensure
timely payment of your upcoming grants. Grant reports must be submitted and successfully
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closed out by TCA staff before new grants will be paid.

TCA has recorded a shortvideo on filling out the online report form for your assistance. The
video includes specific information on COVID-19 issues, such as how to count audiences for live-
streamed events.

Please note that the data collected from these reports is provided to the State of Texas and the
National Endowment for the Arts as TCA's main funders. Receiving your complete report on
time with appropriate supporting documentation helps TCA make a case for the amount of
dollars it receives for its grant budget.

If you have any questions, please contact our program staff for help (scroll to the bottom ofhis
page to see artistic discipline assignments by staff member).

. Happy Trails to Jim Bob McMillan!
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On August 31, TCA deputy director Jim Bob McMillan will
« head off to a new adventure: retirement! Jim Bob has been
| with the Texas Commission on the Arts since September
2001, and came to the agency after working extensively in
nonprofit arts and education.

&= After completing his bachelor of fine arts and master's
degree in art education at Sul Ross State University, he
began working in the arts in 1975. Jim Bob started his
career as a teacher. He taught art, speech and journalism
while volunteering in the early years of the Upstagers
community theater and the Del Rio Council for the Arts.
After Jim Bob left teaching, he was executive director of
two local arts agencies. He then moved to Austin to work as
the first local arts agency specialist at the Texas Arts Council (later known as the Texas Alliance
for Education and the Arts), and then served as the executive director of the Writers' League of
Texas. He brought that extensive experience to TCA and has specialized in working with local arts
agencies, multidisciplinary arts organizations, and economic development project grant seekers.

Jim Bob McMiillan

He has worked to build the Cultural District Designation program and to implement the Cultural
District Project grant program. Jim Bob notes that he found providing emergency support to arts
organizations and artists after natural disasters and economic downturns particularly
challenging, and at the same time rewarding. We'll miss Jim Bob for all this, but also for
countless perfectly themed staff birthday parties, his humor, his bow ties, and his astounding
ability to keep current on all the major reality TV shows. "On behalf of the Texas Commission on
the Arts, I'd like to thank Jim Bob for his years of service and leadership at TCA and in the Texas
arts field," said TCA executive director Gary Gibbs. "As we have all been working apart for
months, | can say that | already miss having regular lunches with Jim Bob and hearing his classic
stories."

Jim Bob has volunteered his time to charitable causes for animal care and adoption, and to many
arts organizations in Texas. He continues to maintain his art practice through commissions and
as an outlet for his creative energy. Looking forward, Jim Bob hopes to spend more time with his
husband and their four dogs, and to see more of the wonderful art of Texas. We wish him all the
best! If you'd like to do the same, please feel free to email him!
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A Year in the Life of TCA

new fiscal year will start for TCA on September 1 (we really hope it turns out better than the one

e're in right now). This means that much of TCA's summer is spent wrapping up the work of the
iscal year that's ending while simultaneously readying the agency-- and assisting applicants-- for the
rants to come in the next fiscal year. Here's just some of what TCA did in fiscal year 2020:

¢ Designated three new cultural districts, the Downtown Beaumont Cultural Arts District, the
Original Denton District, and the Arts! Longview Cultural District.

¢ Provided over 1,200 grants for arts activities to organizations across the state, totaling over
$10.5 million.

e These grants included additional CARES Act funding provided in June for organizations affected
by COVID-19 closures. The grants went to 491 arts organizations in 85 Texas cities. The funds,
totaling $668,500, were provided to TCA by the National Endowment for the Arts.

e With the Texas Cultural Trust, named the 2020 class offoung Masters, 15 high school students
excelling in their art form who applied successfully for two years of funding ($5,000 each year)
to help them hone their skills.

e Updated the Texas Touring Roster, bringing the total number of artists listed on the 2020-2022
Roster to 166 talented individuals, groups, and organizations serving communities around the
state.

e Conducted the Poetry Out Loud recitation contest for the state of Texas, which helps high
school students across Texas become close readers and interpreters of poetry.

¢ Provided seven free professional development webinars (four of them are COVID-19 specific)
and recorded them for the Texas arts field's free reference.

. High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

The school year is upon us, which means that TCA is EEBETE S i e (S Bl
signing up high schools across the state to participate in AND POETRY FOUNDATION PRESENT
the Poetry Out Loud program. Please note that whatever
your school's COVID-19 plans are for this semester, Poetry
Out Loud will fit with them, and will help your students
become close readers and interpreters of poetry!

Interested educators should contact TCA soon to sign up o u I
and to receive materials in the mail to help them conduct

the program during the fall semester. The materials are
currently being updated but will be available soon; in the Lo U D

meantime, last year's materials are online here.

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national project of the National Endowment for the
Arts and the Poetry Foundation. This exciting program helps students master public speaking
skills, build self-confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. High school students
memorize poems and perform them in competition. Each participating high school will hold its
competition to determine its school winner by December 15, 2020. The school winner will go on
to compete at the state competition in February 2021.

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries
receive money to help them buy poetry books. The state winner will represent Texas in the
national competition, which has a pool of $50,000 in scholarships for students and cash awards
for schools. More information on the state competition is here.
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. 2020 Texas State Artist Earlie Hudnall, Jr. (Visual Arts, 2D)

As we look forward to the nominations we'll receive for the
2021 and 2022 Texas State Artists, we want to further
recognize some of the artists who have received this
designation in past years. Photographer Earlie Hudnall, Jr. is
one of several Texas State Artists (including Kermit Oliver and
Rick Lowe) whose work is featured in Soul of a Nation: Art in
the Age of Black Power, on view at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston through August 30. TCA is proud to be a funder of
this exhibition through a Cultural District Project grant.

Growing up in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Earlie Hudnall, Jr.
learned the importance of community and culture. After
serving as a Marine in the Vietham War, he moved to

. ek Houston to study art at Texas Southern University. There, he
Going Home, 1992, by Earlie met Dr. John Biggers, the notable painter, muralist, and art

Hudnall, Jr. educator, who became his mentor. While at Texas Southern,
Hudnall was hired by Dr. Thomas Freeman, professor of

philosophy, Director of the TSU Debate Team, and Director of the Model Cities Program on
campus. His task was to photograph in depth those communities impacted by this federal
program inspired by President Lyndon Johnson's Great Society and War on Poverty. Dr. Freeman
had a vision for the documentation required for this massive project. Hudnall understood this
vision completely, and as a result the young photographer was free to explore and document
the daily lives of African Americans in Houston. The countless days that he spent with fellow
photographer Ray Carrington photographing families, individuals, elders, and children in the
Third, Fourth, and Fifth Wards had a lasting impact upon him as an artist.

Mr. Hudnall has continued to photograph these same communities throughout his career, and
has produced some of his strongest work from these historic areas of Houston. Children and the
elderly continue to be his favorite subject. Earlie Hudnall's photographs have been exhibited
widely in museums and art galleries throughout the country. His photographs are included in
major museum collections, including the Amon Carter Museum of American Art in Fort Worth;
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas at
Austin; the Art Institute of Chicago; the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in New
York City; and the Smithsonian American Art Museum and the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, in Washington, DC.

Enjoy thisvideo on Mr. Hudnall, produced by HTV. Who will you nominate to be the 2021 or
2022 Texas State Artist in 2D art?
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