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It's a new fiscal year, with new grants and five newly approved cultural districts to
celebrate! Pictured: Dancing in the streets for the 2019 Open Streets event in Near
Southside Arts, the newest official cultural district in Fort Worth. We'll use subsequent

newsletters to celebrate each new cultural district (Photo: Olaf Growald).

. New Grants and Cultural Districts Approved

On September 3, TCA Commissioners
approved funding of 790 grants in the
first funding round for fiscal year 2021.
The grants total over $12.9 million and
will go to nonprofits and units of
government in 93 Texas cities. These
grants include the Arts Create program,
which provides operational support to
established arts organizations; the
Cultural District Project grant program;
the first of two funding rounds for the
Arts Respond Project program; the
quarterly Arts Respond Performance
Support program; and the quarterly
Commission Initiatives and Designated
Funding program. TCA's full list of fiscal year 2021 grants is here.

A pre-pandemic Friday on the Green concert in Near Southside
Arts. We'll get there, y'all (Photo: Olaf Growald).
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TCA Commissioners also approved the designation of five new cultural districts. Cultural districts
are special zones that harness the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic
development and community revitalization. These districts can become focal points for
generating business, attracting tourists, stimulating cultural development and fostering civic
pride. The new cultural districts are the Red River Cultural Districtin Austin, theDeep Ellum
Cultural District in Dallas, Near Southside Arts in Fort Worth, and two districts in Houston: the
Fifth Ward Cultural Arts District and the Third Ward Cultural District (The Tre). This designation
brings the total number of cultural districts in Texasto 48.

Arts Create grants provide year-round operational support to Texas arts organizations with
budgets over $50,000. For fiscal year 2021, 420 Arts Create grants totaling over $3.2 million are
allocated to 420 organizations in 76 Texas cities.

Arts Respond Cultural District Project grants provide support to projects that use the arts to
diversify local economies, generate revenue, and attract visitors and investment. These grants
are available to arts organizations and government entities verified as based in TCA-designated
cultural districts. For fiscal year 2021, 64 applicants from 25 different cultural districts in 23
Texas cities will receive funding totaling over $5 million.

Arts Respond Project grants fund arts-based projects that address one of the priority areas of
economic development, education, health and human services, natural resources and
agriculture, or public safety and criminal justice. For the first round of these grants in fiscal year
2021, applications from 246 arts organizations in 51 cities will receive funding, for a total of
$823,500. Among these 246 grants, four applicants are receiving a total of $16,500 for Arts
Healing Grants for Active Service Members and Veterans.

Arts Respond Performance Support grants provide partial support to help applicants host an
artist from the Texas Touring Roster in their community-- in person, or via interactive live-
stream during social distancing. The grants for this quarter total $66,170 and will go to 37
organizations and units of government in 24 Texas cities.

The Commission Initiatives and Designated Fundinggrants for this quarter distributed $52,500
received from the National Endowment for the Arts via one $20,000 grant to conduct the Poetry
Out Loud high school competition in Texas and another $32,500 grant to conduct folk arts
apprenticeships and related programs and documentation. An additional $3,000 was approved
to support the costs of K-12 distance learning training for Texas museum professionals. Lastly,
the Commission approved $3.7 million in funding designated for a new performing arts center in
Flower Mound, as allocated by the 2019 Texas Legislature.

. COVID-19 Reminders from TCA

Resources for Moving Forward Safely and Legally

In June, Governor Abbott moved the state into Phase Il ofreopening. Please refer to the
guidelines provided by the Governor to determine the maximum actions you can take at this
time.

The National Endowment for the Arts has produced a best practices tip sheet on reopening
safely, and resources on making your virtual activities accessible to people with disabilities.

Data Collection: Making the Case for the Arts

An important resource in collecting and providing data on the significant impact that COVID-19
has had on the arts field is the set of surveysthat Americans for the Arts continues to conduct.
The information collected in these surveys helps make a stronger case for increased support of
the arts.
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TCA Grants & Staying in Touch

TCA is striving to provide continuity of service to help sustain our field. We are continuing to
accept applications for upcoming deadlines. TCA is offering fiscal year 2020 grant recipients as
much flexibility as possible to help them address changes in their work and programming due to
COVID-19.

TCA has oriented the artists on the2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster and is allowing presenters to
hire them for live streaming interactive arts activities while social distancing is still in place. If
you are hiring them for a planned in-person event, we encourage you and the artist to discuss a
contingency plan in case that event cannot be held as anticipated, and to outline that plan in the
performance contract. Please let us know if you have questions about the plan you are
considering.

TCA staff members are still mostly working from home so if you need anything, please reach us
via email.

. State Artist Nominations Open

On behalf of the Texas State
Legislature, the Texas Commission on
the Arts is accepting nominations for
the 2021 and 2022 Texas State Artists.
Nominations are accepted for Texas
State Musician, Texas Poet Laureate,
Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist
(visual arts), and Texas State Three-
Dimensional Artist (visual arts). Any
Texas citizen is able to nominate a
living artist in any of the four
categories and self-nominations are
welcome. Nominees must be native
Texans or have resided in the state for
at least five years. They must have attained the highest levels of excellence and success in their
respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or national reputation for their high
caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online through October 15, 2020. The Texas Poet
Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee, composed of members appointed by the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, will make
the final selections for the Legislature's consideration and approval in 2021.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The eight
appointees for 2019 and 2020 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and for
their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the state's
diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. The 2019 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Carrie
Fountain of Austin, Texas State Musician Little Joe Hernandez of Temple, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist Mary McCleary of Nacogdoches, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
Rick Lowe of Houston. The 2020 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Emmy Pérez of McAllen,
Texas State Musician Emily Gimble of Austin, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist Earlie Hudnall,
Jr. of Houston, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist Gabriel Dawe of Dallas. Scroll down for
a timely feature on Dr. Carmen Tafolla, 2015 Texas Poet Laureate!

Learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process andsubmit your nominations by
October 15, 2020.
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I Support TCA: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts

TCA's State of the Arts license plate looks great

T EXAS % on all kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride, and

B B U 1 B supports public arts funding in Texas.

STATE OF THE ARTS e

Available at http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP, the
plate costs a mere $30 a year in addition to
vehicle registration. $22 of the $30 fee goes to
TCA and its grants budget! TCA is grateful to the
many Texas drivers who purchase the State of
the Arts license plate, and to the wonderful arts organizations that help promote it to their
patrons.

Grant & Program Updates

If your organization was approved to receive anArts Create (year 2) grant, a Cultural District
Project grant, or an Arts Respond Project grant for fiscal year 2021 (September 1, 2020-August
31, 2021), you will have some paperwork to do before your new grant(s) can be paid.

We request that any supporting materials be sent electronically toattach@ arts.texas.gov until
further notice. This includes grant contracts, assurances forms, and any other attachments
other than direct deposit authorization forms, which must be faxed or mailed to protect
sensitive information.

Revised Budgets: Due September 15, 2020
Each funded FY21 Cultural District Project or Arts Respond Project grant will have a revised
budget form that should be filled out and submitted online.

Grant Reports: Due September 30, 2020

Reports are due for grant activities that ended as TCA's prior fiscal year (September 1, 2019-
August 31, 2020) concluded. TCA has recorded a short video on filling out the online report form
for your assistance.

e Grant reports must be submitted and successfully closed out by TCA staff before new
grants will be paid.

¢ To help ensure timely payment of your FY 2021 grants, you can submit your reports and
supporting materials well before the deadline.

¢ Please note that the data collected from these reports is provided to the State of Texas
and the National Endowment for the Arts as TCA's main funders. Receiving your
complete report on time with appropriate supporting documentation helps TCA make a
case for the amount of dollars it receives for its grant budget.

If you have any questions, please contact our program staff for help (scroll to the bottom ofhis
page to see artistic discipline/programmatic assignments by staff member).
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Texas high schools-- and, new this year, Texas nonprofit AND POETRY FOUNDATION PRESENT
organizations serving high school students-- to participate in the
Poetry Out Loud program. This year, the state and national finals
will be conducted virtually, and schools and organizations are
encouraged to hold their competition virtually to best prepare

their students. There are several options on how to do this to help o u I

equalize issues in individual internet access. Details are at

https://www.poetryoutloud.org/teachers-organizers/organize-a-

contest/. Schools and organizations that conduct the program or Lo U D
competition in person are strongly urged to follow all applicable

public safety guidelines.

®

Poetry Out Loud helps students become close readers and interpreters of poetry. The exploration of how
to interpret and express the meaning of a poem also contributes to social-emotional learning. Interested
educators should contact TCA soon to sign up and to receive materials in the mail to help them conduct
the program during the fall semester. Additional information, resources, and the anthology are online at
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/. TCA is planning a series of optional online workshops for teachers and
students who wish to explore elements of the program more deeply.

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national project of the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Poetry Foundation. This exciting program helps students master public speaking skills, build self-
confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. High school students memorize poems and perform
them in competition. Each participating high school will hold its competition to determine its school
winner by December 15, 2020. The school winner will go on to compete at the state competition in
February 2021.

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries receive
money to help them buy poetry books. The state winner will represent Texas in the national
competition, which has a pool of $50,000 in scholarships for students and cash awards for schools. More
information on the state competition is here.

. 2015 Texas Poet Laureate Dr. Carmen Tafolla

This month we're starting the 2020-2021 Poetry Out Loud
program for high school students. In past years we've had
several Texas Poet Laureates be part of the program,
including Karla K. Morton (2010), Jenny Browne (2017), Carrie
Fountain (2019), Emmy Pérez (2020), and Dr. Carmen Tafolla
(2015).

Dr. Tafolla is known internationally for her moving
inspirational performances and heart-felt poetry readings. A
poet, children's writer, performance artist, storyteller,
motivational speaker, and Associate Professor Emeritus at UTSA, Dr. Tafolla was chosen in 2012
as the first Poet Laureate of the City of San Antonio. Her mission as Texas Poet Laureate was to
plant seeds of poetry all over Texas through her "Poet Trees" initiative, sponsored by UTSA, in
which twenty public schools with predominantly low-income student populations were chosen
to receive books and workshops free of charge between August 2015 and April 2016. Dr. Tafolla
also conducts dramatic performances, keynotes, readings and workshops in English and Spanish
to all age groups. The author of more than 20 books, her work appears internationally in five
languages, in journals, magazines, newspapers, college textbooks, and elementary school
readers, and she has won numerous awards including the Américas Award, the Charlotte
Zolotow, the Art of Peace, two Tomas Rivera Book Awards, and five International Latino Book

Dr. Carmen Tafolla (photo:
Magdalena Yznaga)
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Awards.

Enjoy thisvideo of Dr. Tafolla reading one of her poems about San Antonio. Who will you
nominate to be the 2021 or 2022 Texas Poet Laureate?
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