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We're continuing to celebrate our five newly approved cultufa districts, this month wft the Deep Ellum

Cultural District! We'll use subsequent newsletters to celebrate each new cultural district (Photo: Kristen

Collie).

. New Cultural District Spotlight: The Deep Ellum Cultural District

How great is this sign, y'all? (Photo:
Micah Bires)

On September 3, TCA Commissioners approved the
designation of five new cultural districts. Cultural districts are
special zones that harness the power of cultural resources to
stimulate economic development and community
revitalization. These districts can become focal points for
generating business, attracting tourists, stimulating cultural
development and fostering civic pride. The new cultural
districts are the Red River Cultural District in Austin, the
Deep Ellum Cultural District in Dallas, Near Southside Arts in
Fort Worth, and two districts in Houston: the Fifth Ward
Cultural Arts District and the Third Ward Cultural District
(The Tre). This designation brings the total number of
cultural districts in Texasto 48.

Each new cultural district will host an event when it is safe to gather in person, where TCA
representatives will provide a proclamation marking the official designation. Until then, we're
using each newsletter to celebrate one of the new cultural districts.
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Established in 1873, theDeep Ellum Cultural District is one of
Dallas's most historically significant neighborhoods and it has
always been known for music. In the 1920s, the neighborhood
was a hotbed for early jazz and blues musicians. Since then, it
has become a center for artists with a vibrant community of
galleries, murals and public art. The Traveling Man sculptures,
robust live performance offerings, and gallery scene
demonstrate that this is a place where art is created, shared
and sold. The Deep Ellum Arts Festival began in 1994, and the
neighborhood is also home to many creative businesses.

The Texas Commission on the Arts is the only body able to
officially designate cultural districts on behalf of the State.
Cultural districts are marketable tourism assets that highlight
the distinct identity of a community and encourage in-state,
out-of-state, and international visitors. Cultural district
development helps a community boost its economy while
realizing other cultural and civic benefits. The outcomes of A mural in the Deep Ellum Cultural
cultural districts extend beyond the arts and benefit all District (Photo: Christina Childress)
members of a community. Official designation allows cultural districts and qualifying resident
arts organizations to be eligible to apply for significant Cultural District Project funding through
TCA.

"We are pleased to highlight the wonderful work these districts are already doing to attract
visitors to their communities, and to enhance the quality of life in our great state," said Gary
Gibbs, executive director of TCA. "Each approved cultural district provided extensive
information on their qualifications, and was considered through a highly rigorous review
process. We congratulate them on this achievement."

. COVID-19 Reminders from TCA

Let's Meet Up

In the coming weeks, TCA will conduct a series of virtual meetingswith our field to discuss the
arts' current needs resulting from the pandemic and subsequent economic downturn. Look for
your meeting invitation soon!

Resources for Moving Forward Safely and Legally

On September 17, Governor Abbott allowed some expansions forreopening that affect some
arts organizations, including museums. Please refer to the guidelines provided by the Governor
to determine the maximum actions you can take at this time.

The National Endowment for the Arts has produced abest practices tip sheet on reopenin
safely, and resources on making your virtual activities accessible to people with disabilities.

Data Collection: Making the Case for the Arts

An important resource in collecting and providing data on the significant impact that COVID-19
has had on the arts field is the set of surveysthat Americans for the Arts continues to conduct
The information collected in these surveys helps make a stronger case for increased support of
the arts.

TCA Grants & Staying in Touch

TCA is striving to provide continuity of service to help sustain our field. We are continuing to
accept applications for upcoming deadlines and to provide guidance on how to plan grant
activities within pandemic constraints. TCA staff members are still mostly working from home so
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if you need anything, please reach us via email.

. October 15 Deadline for State Artist Nominations

On behalf of the Texas Legislature, the
Texas Commission on the Arts is
accepting nominations for the 2021
and 2022 Texas State Artists.
Nominations are accepted for Texas
State Musician, Texas Poet Laureate,
Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist
(visual arts), and Texas State Three-
Dimensional Artist (visual arts). Any
Texas citizen is able to nominate a
living artist in any of the four
categories and self-nominations are : Bl :
welcome. Nominees must be native 2019-2020 Texas State Artists at the Capitol
Texans or have resided in the state for

at least five years. They must have attained the highest levels of excellence and success in their
respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or national reputation for their high
caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online through October 15, 2020. The Texas Poet
Laureate, State Musician and State Artist Committee, composed of members appointed by the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, will make
the final selections for the Legislature's consideration and approval in 2021.

The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. The eight
appointees for 2019 and 2020 were selected for the exceptional quality of their work and for
their outstanding commitment to the arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the state's
diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. The 2019 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Carrie
Fountain of Austin, Texas State Musician Little Joe Hernandez of Temple, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist Mary McCleary of Nacogdoches, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist
Rick Lowe of Houston. The 2020 appointees are Texas Poet Laureate Emmy Pérez of McAllen,
Texas State Musician Emily Gimble of Austin, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist Earlie Hudnall,
Jr. of Houston, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist Gabriel Dawe of Dallas. Scroll down for
a feature on Gabriel Dawe!

Learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process andsubmit your nominations by
October 15, 2020.

I Support TCA: Get the Plate that Supports the Arts

TCA's State of the Arts license plate looks great

T EXAS # on all kinds of vehicles, shows Texas pride, and

B B 0 1 B supports public arts funding in Texas.

STATE OF THE ARTS @

Available at http://tinyurl.com/TXartsLP, the
plate costs a mere $30 a year in addition to
vehicle registration. $22 of the $30 fee goes to
TCA and its grants budget! TCA is grateful to the
many Texas drivers who purchase the State of
the Arts license plate, and to the wonderful arts organizations that help promote it to their
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patrons.

Upcoming TCA Application Deadline and Updates

TCA has an upcoming application deadline. As always, the TCA staff is happy to discuss your
goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You may also request that a
TCA staff member review your application and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would
be made at least two weeks before the application deadline.

Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees toTexas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units
of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a performance. These
applications are funded based on a percentage of contracted fees. TCA has oriented the artists
on the 2020-2022 Texas Touring Roster and is allowing presenters to hire them for live
streaming interactive arts activities while social distancing is still in place. If you are hiring them
for a planned in-person event, we encourage you and the artist to discuss a contingency plan in
case that event cannot be held as anticipated, and to outline that plan in the performance
contract. Please let us know if you have questions about the plan you are considering.

Activity dates must start: Between December 15, 2020 and March 14, 2021

Application deadline: Midnight on November 2, 2020

Application form: Online

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff, FAQ

Arts Create & Arts Respond Project Grants Update

Arts Create, Cultural District Project, and Arts Respond Project grant contracts for 2021 grants
have been sent out by email and are due October 9.

-- In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, TCA is encouraging grantees to email scans of the signed
contracts to attach@ arts.texas.gov rather than mailing original signed contracts.

-- TCA also requires all grant recipients to contact their state representative and state senator
to share news about their grant award and thank them for making these funds available. This is
an opportunity to inform your elected officials about the work that you do in your community.
You may use one letter to each legislator to acknowledge all of your TCA grants that were
approved by TCA Commissioners in September. Please send TCA copies of these thank-you
letters to attach@ arts.texas.gov.

-- If your organization is new to applying to TCA, you will also need to get set up to receive your
grant funds via direct deposit.

. High Schools and Nonprofits: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud
The school year is upon us, which means that TCA is signing up
high schools-- and, new this year, Texas nonprofit organizations
serving high school students-- across the state to participate in
the Poetry Out Loud program. This year, the state and national
finals will be conducted virtually, and schools and organizations
are encouraged to hold their competition virtually to best prepare
their students. There are several options on how to do this to help
equalize issues in individual internet access. Details are at
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/teachers-organizers/organize-a-
contest/. Schools and organizations that conduct the program or
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competition |'n person ar.e strongly l_Jrge'd to follow all applicable T —
government-issued public safety guidelines. AND POETRY FOUNDATION PRESENT

Poetry Out Loud helps students become close readers and
interpreters of poetry. The exploration of how to interpret and
express the meaning of a poem also contributes to social-

emotional learning. Interested educators should contact TCA soon o u T

to sign up and to receive materials in the mail to help them

conduct the program during the fall semester. Additional

information, resources, and the anthology are online at Lo u D
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/. TCA is planning a series of

optional online workshops for teachers and students who wish to explore elements of the program more
deeply.

®

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national project of the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Poetry Foundation. This exciting program helps students master public speaking skills, build self-
confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. High school students memorize poems and perform
them in competition. Each participating high school will hold its competition to determine its school
winner by December 15, 2020. The school winner will go on to compete at the state competition in
February 2021.

At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries receive
money to help them buy poetry books. The state winner will represent Texas in the national
competition, which has a pool of scholarships for students and cash awards for schools. More
information on the state competition is here.

. 2020 Texas State Artist Gabriel Dawe (Visual Arts, 3D)

October 15 is the last day for Texans
to submit nominations for the 2021
and 2022 Texas State Artists. Want
some inspiration? This month we're
featuring 2020 Texas State Artist
Gabriel Dawe.

Originally from Mexico City, Gabriel
Dawe creates site-specific installations
that explore the connection between
fashion and architecture, and how they
relate to the human need for shelter in
all its shapes and forms. His work is
centered in the exploration of textiles,

Photo: Gabriel Dawe aiming to examine the complicated

construction of gender and identity in

his native Mexico and attempting to subvert the notions of masculinity and machismo prevalent
in the present day. His immersive, site-specific installations stem from that exploration and go
beyond by awakening a universal sense of wonder in the viewer.

Dawe's work has been shown in numerous exhibitions at diverse national and international
venues, including the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, the Toledo Museum of Art, the
Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum (Washington, DC), Museum Rijswijk
(The Netherlands), and the National Centre for Craft and Design (United Kingdom). His work is in
the collections of several institutions including the Newark Museum, Crystal Bridges Museum of
American Art (Bentonville, AR), the Amon Carter Museum of American Art (Fort Worth), and the
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US Department of State's Art in Embassies Program.

Dawe has lived in Texas since 2008 when he moved to Dallas to pursue an MFA from the
University of Texas at Dallas. For the final two years of his degree, he was an artist in residence
at CentralTrak, the artist-in-residency program at UTD. In 2018 he received the Distinguished
Alumnus Award from the University of Texas at Dallas.

Dawe's work has been featured in numerous publications around the world, includingSculpture
magazine, the cover of the 12th edition of Art Fundamentals published by McGraw-Hill, and in
author Tristan Manco's book Raw + Material = Art He is represented by Conduit Gallery in
Dallas, and by Lot 10 Gallery in Brussels. Enjoy this video of Gabriel Dawe talking about his work
as he was installing a piece in the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum in
2015 (bonus: a time-lapse video of Dawe installing Plexus 34 in the Amon Carter Museum is
here). Who will you nominate to be a 2021 or 2022 Texas State Artist?

. National Cybersecurity Awareness Month

October is National Cybersecurity
Awareness Month, which is an annual DON.T GET
campaign to raise awareness about the

importance of cybersecurity. The TRICKED THIS

Internet touches almost all aspects of OCTOBER

everyone's daily life, whether we

realize it or not. This program is TREAT YOURSELF

designed to encourage people to learn WITH

about cybersecurity threats, reflect on .

their own IT practices, and learn how
. . CYBERSECURITY |

to stay safe online. TCA hopes you will o AWARENESS ‘

join us in raising awareness about the PR

importance of cybersecurity at home

and work this October. The Stay Safe i L1 i

Online website is filled with tips, fact AWARENESS-MONTH

sheets, and free shareable resources at
Possibly the first time we've featured a dog in this newsletter.

Stay safe, friends.

https://staysafeonline.org/cybersecurity-awareness-month/.
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Since 1985, the month of Octoberhasbeen designated National Arts and Humanities
Month to encourage all Americans to explore new facets of the arts and humanities in
their lives, and to begin a lifelong habit of@etive participation in the arts. Join the
celebration!

ATIONAL

arts&humanitie

anina@ arts.texas.gov
http://www.arts.texas.gov
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