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We hope you are enjoying outdoor spring festivals with no seasonal allergies! The
annual Lyons Avenue Renaissance Festival celebrates the history, art, culture, and
current revitalization of Houston's historic 5th Ward. This event attracts thousands of
residents and visitors every year and includes musical performances, a helicopter egg
drop, face painting, and other family-friendly activities for the public to enjoy. Photo
from the 2023 Festival by Emile C. Browne,  courtesy of the 5th Ward Cultural Arts
District.

Texas Legislative Session Update

The 89th Session of the Texas Legislature is
rolling along. Since the Texas Legislature
meets biennially, it will make decisions on
two years’ worth of State budgeting,
including TCA’s budget for fiscal year 2026
(September 1, 2025-August 31, 2026) and
fiscal year 2027 (September 1, 2026-
August 31, 2027). As part of the budget
process, TCA filed a Strategic Plan and
Legislative Appropriations Request (LAR).
The format of the LAR allows TCA to
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request the amount of its current two-year budget as the Base Appropriations
Request, and to ask for Exceptional Items as additions to the budget for the coming
two years.
 
TCA’s Legislative Appropriations Request is available in full here.
 
Base Appropriations Request:                            $31,935,146 over the biennium
Exceptional Items:                                                 $11,570,192 over the biennium
(detailed below)
 
In addition to the Base Appropriations Request, TCA is requesting increased funds
(Exceptional Items) of $9 million over the biennium for arts organization grants, $2
million over the biennium for cultural districts, and $570,192 for staff retention and
two additional staff members over the biennium.
 
TCA’s Legislative Appropriations Request will be considered as part of Article I in
House Bill 1 . TCA has presented its budget requests to both the Senate Finance
Committee and the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Articles I, IV, & V. The
budgets proposed for TCA by each side of the Legislature have some differences.
 
The House Appropriations Committee’s budget for TCA includes increases of $6
million for arts organization grants and $2 million for cultural district project grants.
The Senate Finance Committee’s budget in Senate Bill 1  proposes an increase of $3
million for arts organization grants and $1 million for cultural district project grants.
The Senate Finance Committee also approved TCA's $300,000 request for salary
retention for staff.
 
The differences between the two bills will be addressed and reconciled by a
conference committee made up of five members each of the House and Senate. You
can use this page to follow the progress of each bill.

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts  License Plate

TCA’s chic black-and-silver State of the
Arts minimalist design license plate is
available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can go on a
passenger car, motorcycle, trailer, or
private bus (attention, Texas bands!).
TCA will receive a portion of the sales
of the plate. Note that this plate is

part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,” but only the State of the Arts plate supports TCA.
There is a price break for those ordering their plate for multiple years. Make a long-
term commitment to the arts!  

Upcoming TCA Deadline

TCA has an upcoming application deadline. As always, the TCA staff is happy to
discuss your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You
may also request that a TCA staff member review your application and provide
feedback. Ideally, these requests would be made at least two weeks before the
application deadline. 
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Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support
This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges,
and units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance or conduct a workshop. These applications are funded based on a
percentage of contracted fees.
Activity dates must occur:  Between June 15, 2025 and August 31, 2025
Application deadline: Midnight on May 1, 2025
Application form: Online
Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Speaker Series: Marketing to Stand Out

On March 26, TCA held an online convening titled
Marketing to Stand Out as an opportunity to brush up
on marketing basics and gain insight into different
strategies to attract new audiences. Our speakers
shared their wealth of knowledge and discussed the
latest trends, providing attendees with multiple
perspectives on standing out as an arts organization in
Texas. We were proud to present such insightful
speakers to share their wisdom. If you weren’t able to
join the live event, a recording of it is available here.

Thanks again to our speakers for this session: Buck
Moore, Executive Director of the Victoria Bach
Festival, and Lily Cabatu Weiss, Executive Director of
the Dallas Arts District. 
 
TCA selected this topic using feedback from
constituents, and future convenings in this series will
address other needs expressed by members of the
Texas arts field.

Lily Cabatu Weiss photo: Brian Guilliaux

Real Places 2025 Conference

TCA is a member of a group of State
agencies that work together under a
memorandum of understanding to
promote tourism. One of our partner
agencies, the Texas Historical Commission,
is holding a conference this month that will
address the needs of museums and other
cultural venues. In fact, representatives
from TCA and the Governor's Office of
Economic Development and Tourism Travel
Texas will present a session titled The
Intersection of Culture and Tourism:
Understanding Designations and Their
Impact.
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The Texas Historical Commission’s Real Places 2025 conference  will take place both
virtually and in person, in Austin, April 23–25. Presented by the Friends of the Texas
Historical Commission in partnership with Phoenix I Restoration and Construction,
LLC, Real Places is the premier historic preservation and heritage tourism event in the
Lone Star State, where anyone interested in protecting our past can work directly
with industry-leading experts to learn practical, actionable solutions they can apply in
their community.
 
The packed schedule features more than 50 workshops, tours, and sessions; over 100
expert speakers from across Texas and the U.S.; several keynote presentations; and a
number of fun networking events. Recordings will be available to all attendees,
whether joining online or in person, so you’ll be able to watch the great presentations
you missed due to concurrent sessions. Learn more at realplaces.us.

TCA Rural Tours Bring More Arts to Underserved Areas

In our continuing efforts to provide more
quality performances and arts
opportunities to rural and geographically
underserved areas of the state, TCA has
selected five Texas Touring Roster artists
and groups to provide free performances in
rural counties and geographically
underserved areas during the spring. Each
artist or group provides five performances
in an assigned area, and the performances
are hosted by local nonprofits, units of
government, or schools. TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the performances directly,
eliminating costs to host organizations. Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit
or unit of government, including a school or library, is eligible to apply for a
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist’s fee.
 
This month, we are excited to be highlighting upcoming free performances in
Comanche County by singer-songwriter George Ensle. George Ensle has been
performing for over 50 years, with a constant focus on uplifting the listener. An
award-winning artist inducted into the Houston Folk Music Archives at Rice
University, George performs a mix of country, gospel, folk, and original music to
connect with audiences of all ages. On Saturday, April 12, George will perform an all-
ages concert at 10 am and facilitate an 11 am songwriting workshop at Market Days
in De Leon. You can also catch him at the Earth Day celebration in Comanche on
Saturday, April 26 for an 11 am children’s program, a 12 pm songwriting workshop,
and a 1 pm all-ages concert.
 
If you are nearby, we hope you’ll enjoy these free performances and workshops!
We’ll have more spring performances to share in our May newsletter. Special thanks
to the fantastic artists conducting rural tours on behalf of TCA and to their host
organizations.
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Apply to Be a TCA Grant Evaluator

Each year, TCA invites roughly 200 Texans to serve as peer reviewers of the grant
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applications we receive. We are grateful to these members of our arts field who
donate their time and knowledge to our panel review process and assess the quality
of grant applications. The peer review process is central to the Commission’s efforts
to maintain an accountable, accessible awards system for the State of Texas.
 
If you would like insight into the grant evaluation process, we invite you to nominate
yourself to serve on a panel. TCA is not able to pay for this work, but it will allow you
to gain experience as a grant evaluator, see how other organizations present their
programs and challenges, and ensure that TCA grant decisions can be made—we really
can’t do this without you. Nominations are accepted year-round and can be made
here.
 
Panels can be held online or in person in Austin. TCA reimburses for travel and hotel
costs for in-person meetings. For online panels, TCA assigns reviewers no more than
25 grant applications to help keep the workload reasonable. Evaluators can also be
grant applicants—TCA just excludes evaluators from reviewing and scoring an
application that they submitted or have any other conflict of interest with.

Grantee Spotlight: Opening Doors to Arts Across Lubbock

Every fall, TCA staff spend many hours
reviewing report forms that grantees
submit as they close out their grants.
These reports share arts organizations’
trials and tribulations, challenges and
solutions. Many of these stories will
resonate with others across our field,
so we're sharing some of them
through grantee spotlights.
 
Today we are highlighting the Charles

Adams Studio Project (CASP), a nonprofit dedicated to sustaining a vibrant
community of working artists in downtown Lubbock. As part of the Lubbock Cultural
District, CASP applied successfully to the Cultural District Project (CDP) grant program.
These grants have helped CASP to make enhancements to the district via
improvements to their physical facilities. For example, in 2023, CASP received CDP
funding to improve the CASP Courtyard in front of the 5&J Gallery. The Courtyard “is
our welcome mat and [was] in disrepair.” TCA funding helped CASP demolish the old
asphalt, reinforce underground material, and install a new brick and concrete surface.
This project improved the visitor experience for the 60,000+ visitors to the First Friday
Art Trail as well as the estimated 40,000 visitors to CASP events throughout the year.
It also improved the safety of CASP grounds by reducing trip hazards and enhancing
the aesthetic experience. The completion of this project has allowed CASP to host the
Lubbock Downtown Farmer's Market, which has brought increased visitation to the
studios and the arts district.

In 2024, CASP received an Arts Create
grant, which provided support to operate
its various creative spaces including the
5&J Gallery, the Helen DeVitt Jones Print
Studio, the CH Foundation Metals Studio
and Foundry, and the outdoor
performance stage. Grants don’t often
provide support for overhead expenses,
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so the Arts Create grant helped CASP
staff focus more on programming,
including offering community members
hands-on workshops in disciplines such
as letterpress, etching, welding, and
metalsmithing.
 
In its facilities, CASP engages audiences
through various exhibitions,
performances, and educational
programs. For example, the organization
hosts exhibitions and the monthly First Friday Art Trail at the 5&J Gallery, which
showcases local artists. The outdoor performance stage presents musicians, dancers,
poets, and theater artists. CASP hosts UFOs Over Lubbock—a national printmakers'
event— and the annual CASPFest, a community-wide art celebration. TCA support for
facility operation also makes it easier for CASP to open its spaces to other
organizations like Project Hype, run by the Volunteer Center of Lubbock. Project Hype
inspires high school juniors through workshops and discussions with local artists.
Supporting these initiatives is important to CASP as they help encourage the next
generation of artists and arts leaders, strengthening the community in Lubbock and
beyond. TCA is a rare funder happy to contribute to organizations’ work by helping to
pay utilities bills, and more.
 
TCA is proud to be able to support the Charles Adams Studio Project and so many
wonderful organizations across the state who make the arts available to so many of
our fellow Texans.
 
Photos: Charles Adams Studio Project
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