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It's a great time of year to get outside and enjoy some festival music! Don't forget
your hat for some sun protection and Texas fashion. Photo courtesy of the Historic
Downtown McKinney Cultural District.

Texas Legislative Session Update

Texas’ 89th Session will wrap up on June 2. The
budgets proposed for TCA by each side of the
Legislature have some differences. The House
Appropriations Committee’s budget for TCA includes
increases of $6 million for arts organization grants
and $2 million for cultural district project grants in
House Bill 1 . The Senate Finance Committee’s
budget in Senate Bill 1  proposes an increase of $3
million for arts organization grants and $1 million for
cultural district project grants. The Senate Finance Committee also approved TCA's
$300,000 request for salary retention for staff.
 
The differences between the two bills will be addressed and reconciled by a
conference committee made up of five members each of the House and Senate. The
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Conference Committee members are Representatives Greg Bonnen (Chair,
Friendswood), Mary Gonzalez (Clint), Stan Kitzman (Pattison), Angelia Orr (Itasca), and
Armando Walle (Houston) and Senators Joan Huffman (Chair, Houston), Brandon
Creighton (Conroe), Lois Kolkhorst (Brenham), Robert Nichols (Jacksonville), and
Charles Schwertner (Georgetown). You can use this page to follow the progress of
each bill.
 
Since the Texas Legislature meets biennially, it will make decisions on two years’
worth of State budgeting, including TCA’s budget for fiscal year 2026 (September 1,
2025-August 31, 2026) and fiscal year 2027 (September 1, 2026-August 31, 2027).

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts  License Plate

TCA’s chic black-and-silver State of the
Arts minimalist design license plate is
available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can go on a
passenger car, motorcycle, trailer, or
private bus (attention, Texas bands!).
TCA will receive a portion of the sales
of the plate. Note that this plate is

part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,” but only the State of the Arts plate supports TCA.
There is a price break for those ordering their plate for multiple years. Make a long-
term commitment to the arts!  

Upcoming TCA Deadlines

TCA has a few upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to
discuss your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You
may also request that a TCA staff member review your application and provide
feedback. Ideally, these draft review requests would be made at least two weeks
before the application deadline.
 
Designation Program: Cultural District Designation
This program designates special zones in Texas cities and communities that harness
the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community
revitalization.
Application deadline: Letter of intent to apply due January 31; application due June
16
Application form: On Cultural Districts Program page
Resources: Program guidelines, contact TCA staff
 
Grant Program: Cultural District Projects
This program is designed for projects that focus on significant cultural tourism
projects happening in a designated cultural district, by established arts organizations
that are based in the cultural district and authorized to apply by their cultural district's
managing entity.
Activity dates must occur:  Between September 1, 2025 and August 31, 2026
Application deadline: Midnight on June 16, 2025
Application form: Online now for eligible organizations
Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff
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TCA Speaker Series June 24: AI Prompts for New Possibilities

The Texas Commission on the Arts’ next Speaker
Series professional development opportunity is
coming up in late June! This free, optional convening,
titled AI Prompts for New Possibilities , will explore
the evolving world of artificial intelligence and
demonstrate how your organization can use prompts
to make the most of this powerful tool. The virtual
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 24 at 3 PM Central.
 
TCA staff will be joined by an arts and technology
professional with a wealth of experience to share!
Multi-hyphenate arts admin–engineer–educator
Antonio F Delgado  thrives at the intersection of
creativity and technology. From running nonprofits
and producing children’s music to building robots and sculpting intelligent
automations, he helps organizations harness the creative potential of AI and data to
finish bold projects—and start even bolder ones. He is the Executive in Residence -
Technology and Innovation Strategist at Latinitas in Austin.
 
Mark your calendar and register today!
 
TCA selected this topic using feedback from constituents, and we expect that future
meetings in this series will address other needs expressed by members of the Texas
arts field.

Edward Poullard Named a 2025 National Heritage Fellow

Beaumont’s Edward Poullard was recently
named one of the 2025 National Heritage
Fellows by the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA). The National Heritage
Fellowships are the nation’s highest honor
in the folk and traditional arts. Including
the 2025 class, the Arts Endowment has
awarded 494 National Heritage Fellowships
since 1982, recognizing artists working in
more than 200 distinct art forms.

In the announcement, the NEA noted that, as a third-generation Creole musician,
“Edward Poullard mastered various instruments throughout his musical journey and
is known for teaching Creole and Cajun fiddle and accordion styles throughout the
United States and Europe.” He has worked extensively with Texas Folklife and has
been featured at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, among other significant venues
and heritage standard bearers. We congratulate him on this recognition for his
extensive work.
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TCA Rural Tours Bring More Arts to Underserved Areas
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In our continuing efforts to provide more
quality performances and arts
opportunities to rural and geographically
underserved areas of the state, TCA has
selected five Texas Touring Roster artists
and groups to provide free performances in
rural counties and geographically
underserved areas during the spring. Each
artist or group provides five performances
in an assigned area, and the performances
are hosted by local nonprofits, units of
government, or schools. TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the performances directly,
eliminating costs to host organizations. Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit
or unit of government, including a school or library, is eligible to apply for a
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist’s fee.
 
This month, we are excited to be highlighting upcoming free performances in Duval
County by the GRAMMY Award-winning conjunto band Los Texmaniacs. Blending
blues and R&B with the roots of conjunto, the band has created a fresh musical fusion
that has pushed the genre forward, leading to collaborations with a vast array of
artists including Flaco Jimenez, Lyle Lovett, and the Rolling Stones. Los Texmaniacs will
be providing performances and workshops to students on Wednesday, May 14 at
Benavides High School and Thursday, May 15 at San Diego High School. Community
members are invited to a 7 PM street dance on Thursday, May 15 at Plaza Alcalá in
San Diego.
 
If you are in the area, we hope you’ll enjoy these free offerings! We’ll have more
performances to share in our June newsletter. Special thanks to the fantastic artists
conducting rural tours on behalf of TCA and to their host organizations.
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Apply to Be a TCA Grant Evaluator

Each year, TCA invites roughly 200 Texans to serve as peer reviewers of the grant
applications we receive. We are grateful to these members of our arts field who
donate their time and knowledge to our panel review process and assess the quality
of grant applications. The peer review process is central to the Commission’s efforts
to maintain an accountable, accessible awards system for the State of Texas. TCA is
currently assembling panels of evaluators to review applications for Cultural District
Project grants, Arts Respond Project grants, and Cultural District Designation.
 
If you would like insight into the grant evaluation process, we invite you to nominate
yourself to serve on a panel. TCA is not able to pay for this work, but it will allow you
to gain experience as a grant evaluator, see how other organizations present their
programs and challenges, and ensure that TCA grant decisions can be made—we really
can’t do this without you. Nominations are accepted year-round and can be made
here.
 
Panels can be held online or in person in Austin. TCA reimburses for travel and hotel
costs for in-person meetings. For online panels, TCA assigns reviewers no more than
25 grant applications to help keep the workload reasonable. Evaluators can also be
grant applicants—TCA just excludes evaluators from reviewing and scoring an
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application that they submitted or have any other conflict of interest with.

Register Now to Be a 2025 Blue Star Museum

The National Endowment for the Arts has
opened registration for the Blue Star
Museums Program, in partnership with
Blue Star Families. The program
encourages museums, zoos, botanical
gardens, historic houses, etc. to offer free
admission to active duty military personnel
and up to five family members. The
program will launch on May 17, 2025
(Armed Forces Day). It will run through
Labor Day, September 1, 2025.
 
Please consider registering for this
program; it’s a great way to express
appreciation for service and sacrifice, and a
great way to recruit life-time museum goers!

Grantee Spotlight: Multidisciplinary Programs Help At-Risk Youth
Expand Boundaries

Every fall, TCA staff spend many,
many hours reviewing report forms
that grantees submit as they close out
their grants. These reports share arts
organizations’ trials and triumphs,
challenges and creative solutions.
Many of these stories will resonate
with others across our field, so we’re
sharing some of them through
grantee spotlights.
 
Today we’re highlighting Young
Audiences of Houston (YAH), whose

work helps youth build confidence, community, and creative pathways to success by
engaging them in a variety of artforms and programs. In 2024-2025, YAH prioritized
programs that address the specific needs of youth in challenging situations.
 
With support from an Arts Respond Project grant in Public Safety & Criminal Justice,
YAH implemented an innovative program focused on reducing recidivism and
supporting incarcerated and at-risk youth. This initiative took place at two juvenile
detention centers and a recovery high school serving students working toward
graduation and career certification. YAH’s team of experienced teaching artists
comprised of counselors, social workers, and art therapists designed specific
multidisciplinary curricula taking into consideration the specific groups of youth they
were working with, their interests, and their needs. Depending on the campus,
students were involved in 30 hours of dance and mindfulness classes, a photography
exhibition, a gardening project, and more. This focused, considered approach paid off
significantly, with 98% of participating youth completing the program, and over 90%
expressing satisfaction and personal growth in reflection surveys.
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Through an Arts Respond Project Education grant, YAH also brought TEKS-aligned arts
integration programs to three high-needs elementary schools in Houston. Each
residency was uniquely tailored to the campus’s academic and cultural needs and
featured cross-curricular learning led by professional teaching artists. At one school,
students used theater and creative writing to support English language acquisition,
whereas students at another school explored literacy by interpreting texts through
painting and storytelling. At the third campus, students integrated science with visual
arts by designing environmentally-inspired architectural models. These residencies
not only boosted academic engagement, but also nurtured personal growth and self-
confidence, like with one group of bilingual students. Previously shy and hesitant to
speak, they engaged completely with the program, developing and performing
original plays, complete with self-made props, for their peers. These stories exemplify
the adaptability of young people and the value of engaging them in the arts so they may
improve their skills, find community, and seek success.
 
TCA is proud to be able to support Young Audiences of Houston and so many
wonderful organizations across the state who make the arts accessible to so many of
our fellow Texans.
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