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On Monday, May 26, the Texas Legislature designated the 2025 and 2026 Texas State
Artists! Scroll down for more information on these tremendous artists and their work!
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Good News for TCA from the Texas Legislative Session

Texas’ 89th Session wraps up today, June 2. We're
pleased to say that toward the end of the session,
the Conference Committee tasked with reconciling
the differences between House Bill 1 and Senate Bill
1 chose to increase TCA’s budget by $7.9 million over
the biennium. Of that amount, $2 million will be
added to TCA’s cultural tourism grants and the
remainder will be added to general arts organization
grants. Since the Texas Legislature meets biennially,
it made decisions on two years’ worth of State budgeting, including TCA’s budget for
fiscal year 2026 (September 1, 2025-August 31, 2026) and fiscal year 2027
(September 1, 2026-August 31, 2027).

TCA’s budget as revised by the Conference Committee was approved by each
chamber before the session ended. Governor Abbott has through Sunday, June 22 to
sign the bill as it stands or to alter it via line-item veto.

TCA extends its gratitude to our partners at Texans for the Arts and the Texas Cultural



Trust, and to citizens who advocated for funding of TCA’s budget requests.

As well, TCA is thankful to the Texas Representatives and Senators who made this
decision, including Conference Committee members Representatives Greg Bonnen
(Chair, Friendswood), Mary Gonzalez (Clint), Stan Kitzman (Pattison), Angelia Orr
(Itasca), and Armando Walle (Houston) and Senators Joan Huffman (Chair, Houston),
Brandon Creighton (Conroe), Lois Kolkhorst (Brenham), Robert Nichols (Jacksonville),
and Charles Schwertner (Georgetown).

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts License Plate

TCA’s chic black-and-silver State of the
Arts minimalist design license plate is
available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can goon a
passenger car, motorcycle, trailer, or
private bus (attention, Texas bands!).
TCA will receive a portion of the sales
of the plate. Note that this plate is
part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,” but only the State of the Arts plate supports TCA.
There is a price break for those ordering their plate for multiple years. Make a long-
term commitment to the arts!

Upcoming TCA Deadlines

TCA has a few upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to
discuss your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You
may also request that a TCA staff member review your application and provide
feedback. Ideally, these draft review requests would be made at least two weeks
before the application deadline.

@ LONE STAR STATE=

Designation Program: Cultural District Designation

This program designates special zones in Texas cities and communities that harness
the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community
revitalization.

Application deadline: Letter of intent to apply due January 31; application due June
16

Application form: On Cultural Districts Program page

Resources: Program guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Cultural District Projects

This program is designed for projects that focus on significant cultural tourism
projects happening in a designated cultural district, by established arts organizations
that are based in the cultural district and authorized to apply by their cultural district's
managing entity.

Activity dates must occur: Between September 1, 2025 and August 31, 2026
Application deadline: Midnight on June 16, 2025

Application form: Online now for eligible organizations

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project
Arts Respond Project grants provide project assistance grants to nonprofit arts



organizations on a short-term basis and may include administrative costs directly
related to the project. Projects must address one of the following priority areas:
economic development, education, health & human services, public safety & criminal
justice, or natural resources & agriculture.

Activity dates must start: Between September 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026
Application deadline: Midnight on July 15, 2025

Application form: Online now for eligible organizations

Application Limit: Organizations may submit one application for this deadline.
Organizations should not submit more than one application addressing the same
priority area per TCA fiscal year.

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges,
and units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance or workshop. These applications are funded based on a percentage of
contracted fees.

Activity dates must begin: Between September 1, 2025 and December 14, 2025
Application deadline: Midnight on August 1, 2025

Application form: Online now

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

TCA Speaker Series June 24: Al Prompts for New Possibilities

The Texas Commission on the Arts’ next Speaker
Series professional development opportunity is
coming up later this month! This free, optional
convening, titled Al Prompts for New Possibilities,
will explore the evolving world of artificial
intelligence and demonstrate how your organization
can use prompts to make the most of this powerful
tool. The virtual meeting will be on Tuesday, June 24
at 3 PM Central.

TCA staff will be joined by an arts and technology
professional with a wealth of experience to share!
Multi-hyphenate arts admin—engineer—educator
Antonio F Delgado thrives at the intersection of
creativity and technology. From running nonprofits and producing children’s music to
building robots and sculpting intelligent automations, he helps organizations harness
the creative potential of Al and data to finish bold projects—and start even bolder
ones. He is the Executive in Residence - Technology and Innovation Strategist at
Latinitas in Austin.

Mark your calendar and register today!

TCA selected this topic using feedback from constituents, and we expect that future
meetings in this series will address other needs expressed by members of the Texas
arts field.

Texas Names 2025 and 2026 State Artists

TCA congratulates the 2025 and 2026



Texas State Artists, who were appointed by
the Texas Legislature on May 26. The 2025
appointees include Texas Poet Laureate
Octavio Quintanilla of San Antonio, Texas
State Musician-Nonclassical Miranda
Lambert of Austin, Texas State Two-
Dimensional Artist Angelbert Metoyer of
Houston, and Texas State Three-
Dimensional Artist Steve Parker of Austin.
Alecia Lawyer, of Houston, is the inaugural
Texas State Musician-Classical. The 2026
appointees include Texas Poet Laureate Kevin Prufer of Houston, Texas State
Musician-Nonclassical Norah Jones of Grapevine, Texas State Musician-Classical Ana
Maria Martinez of Houston, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist Letitia Huckaby of
Benbrook, and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist Linda Ridgway of Dallas.

Each State Artist reflects the state’s diversity and high-quality artistic offerings. They
must have attained the highest levels of excellence and success in their respective
disciplines and earned a statewide, regional or national reputation for their high
caliber work. Detailed biographical information on each of the artists is available here.

Any Texas citizen was able to nominate an artist in any of the five categories and self-
nominations were encouraged. TCA reviewed all nominations and developed a list of
finalists for submission to the Texas Poet Laureate, State Musician and State Artist
Committee. The committee, composed of members appointed by the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, made the
final selections. The next call for nominations will take place in the fall of 2026.

TCA Rural Tours Bring More Arts to Underserved Areas

In our continuing efforts to provide more quality
performances and arts opportunities to rural and
geographically underserved areas of the state, TCA
has selected five Texas Touring Roster artists and
groups to provide free performances in rural
counties during the summer. Each artist or group
provides five performances in an assigned area, and
the performances are hosted by local nonprofits,
units of government, or schools. TCA pays each
artist a flat fee for the performances directly,
eliminating costs to host organizations. Hosts are
reminded that any Texas nonprofit or unit of government, including a school or
library, is eligible to apply for a Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas
Touring Roster artist’s fee.

This month, we are excited to highlight upcoming free performances in Dallam
County, Yoakum County, Montague County, and the Eastern Panhandle Plains region.
Dallam County audiences will enjoy performances and youth music camps by
GRAMMY Award-winners Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines, two musicians who have
left an indelible mark on the Texas music scene. The Dallam-Hartley County Library in
Dalhart will be hosting two youth music camps occurring June 9-10 for ages 8-10 and
June 11-12 for ages 11-16. Both camps culminate on June 13 at 5 pm with youth
performances at the La Rita Performing Arts Theatre in Dalhart. Terri and Lloyd also
have Dalhart performances on June 10 at Coon Memorial Nursing Home, and on June



11 at Legacy Assisted Living Facility.

Lucas Miller, the Singing Zoologist, will bring his
hilarious songs and dazzling animations that have
taught science to over two million children to
young audiences in West Texas. On June 11, you
can find Lucas performing at the Stonewall
County Library in Aspermont at 10 and 11 am,
and the Haskell County Library in Haskell at 2:30
and 3:30 pm. He will also perform at the
Stamford Carnegie Library in Stamford on June 12 at 10 am.

Award-winning storyteller Decee Cornish will be bringing
engaging tales for Montague County audiences of all ages to the
Parks and Recreation Center of Bowie on June 12. Join Decee at
10 am for a Father’s Day Program, and at 1 pm for a Juneteenth
program.

Decee will be bringing his decades of experience to performances
in July as well, so be sure to check next month’s newsletter for
more information!

Yoakum County residents are
invited to explore ceramics and
printmaking on June 20 at the
Denver City Community Building
in Denver City with Pots-n-Prints,
a mobile art studio that has
brought these art forms to Texas
communities since 2013. Pots-n-
Prints will be conducting five workshops throughout the day.

If you are nearby, we hope you’ll enjoy these free performances and workshops!
We’ll have more summer performances to share in our July newsletter. Special thanks
to the fantastic artists conducting rural tours on behalf of TCA and to their host
organizations.

Photo credits: Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines - Kathleen Hill; Lucas Miller - Tom Slanker; Decee Cornish - Tanya

Starks; Pots-n-Prints - Pots-n-Prints

Apply to Be a TCA Grant Evaluator

Each year, TCA invites roughly 200 Texans to serve as peer reviewers of the grant
applications we receive. We are grateful to these members of our arts field who
donate their time and knowledge to our panel review process and assess the quality
of grant applications. The peer review process is central to the Commission’s efforts
to maintain an accountable, accessible awards system for the State of Texas. TCA is
currently assembling panels of evaluators to review applications for Arts Respond
Project grants.

If you would like insight into the grant evaluation process, we invite you to nominate
yourself to serve on a panel. TCA is not able to pay for this work, but it will allow you
to gain experience as a grant evaluator, see how other organizations present their
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