NEWS FROM TCA:

Commission JULY 2025

on the Arts

Investing in a Creative Texas

arts.texas.gov State of the Arts License Plate Art Jobs

We're more than a little jealous of these students, who had the opportunity to
perform with Los Texmaniacs at a school workshop this spring. We're also more than
a little proud to have provided this opportunity through a TCA funded tour to a rural
community! Scroll down for more stories from these tours! Photo: Pamela Garcia,
Duval County Museum

Some Great News: Texas Legislative Session Results

TCA’s budget for 2026 and 2027 is now official!
Governor Abbott has signed the budget into law as
part of Senate Bill 1. As finalized, TCA’s budget will

be $19.9 M for each fiscal year. That’s an increase of
$7.9 M over the biennium, compared to the previous
biennium. You can use this page to review the text of
Senate Bill 1.

TCA is grateful for the support of Governor Abbott,
the Texas Senate and the Texas House, our partners at Texans for the Arts and the
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Texas Cultural Trust, and for the many members of the Texas arts field who advocated
for our work. We look forward to granting out these funds across the state. Fiscal year
2026 starts September 1, 2025.

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts License Plate

- - TCA’s chic black and silver State of the

TEXAS * Arts minimalist design license plate is
available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can goon a
passenger car, motorcycle, trailer, or
private bus (attention, Texas bands!).
/ TCA will receive a portion of the sales

of the plate. Note that this plate is
part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,” but only the State of the Arts plate supports TCA.
There is a price break for those ordering their plate for multiple years. Make a long
term commitment to the arts!

Upcoming TCA Deadlines

TCA has a few upcoming application deadlines. As always, the TCA staff is happy to
discuss your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for you. You
may also request that a TCA staff member review your application and provide
feedback. Ideally, these draft review requests would be made at least two weeks
before the application deadline.

= LONE STAR STATE=

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

Arts Respond Project grants provide project assistance grants to nonprofit arts
organizations on a short term basis and may include administrative costs directly
related to the project. Projects must address one of the following priority areas:
economic development, education, health & human services, public safety & criminal
justice, or natural resources & agriculture.

Activity dates must start: Between September 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026
Application deadline: Midnight on July 15, 2025

Application form: Online now for eligible organizations

Application Limit: Organizations may submit one application for this deadline.
Organizations should not submit more than one application addressing the same
priority area per TCA fiscal year.

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Grant Program: Arts Respond Performance Support

This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges,
and units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance or workshop. These applications are funded based on a percentage of
contracted fees.

Activity dates must begin: Between September 1, 2025 and December 14, 2025
Application deadline: Midnight on August 1, 2025

Application form: Online now

Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff

Decisions on applications for Arts Create, Arts Respond Project, Cultural District
Designation, Cultural District Project, and Arts Respond Performance Support
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applications will be made at the September 4, 2025 Commission meeting.

TCA Speaker Series: Al Prompts for New Possibilities

On June 24, TCA held an online convening titled Al
Prompts for New Possibilities, which explored the
evolving world of artificial intelligence and
demonstrated how organizations can use prompts to
make the most of this powerful tool. If you weren’t
able to join the live event, a recording of it is
available here. Handouts from this convening are
available upon request.

Thanks again to our speaker for this session, multi
hyphenate arts admin—engineer—educator Antonio F
Delgado. He is the Executive in Residence
Technology and Innovation Strategist at Latinitas in
Austin.

TCA selected this topic using feedback from constituents, and we expect that future
meetings in this series will address other needs expressed by members of the Texas
arts field.

NEA "Celebrating America250: Arts Projects Honoring the National
Garden of American Heroes" Deadline July 14

In anticipation of the 250th anniversary of American
NATI 0 NAL Independence in 2026, the National Endowment for
the Arts announced a special grant opportunity to

E N D OWM E N T honor the contributions to American history of the

individuals who will be featured in the National
Garden of American Heroes. The NEA will offer
grants of $25,000 each (no cost share required) for
arts projects in any discipline that celebrate the

i contributions to American history of one or more of
——1ars. gov the national heroes listed in Executive Order 13978
of January 18, 2021. The NEA is accepting proposals
for works of art in a range of formats: plays, operas,
literary arts, concerts, visual arts, museum exhibitions, etc. that honor these
individuals. Projects may take place in any of the 50 states, the District of Columbia,
and U.S. jurisdictions.

Among the people with Texas ties included in the Executive Order are: Roy Benavidez,
Davy Crockett, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Bernardo de Galvez, Woody Guthrie, Sam

Houston, Barbara Jordan, John F. Kennedy, and Lorenzo de Zavala.

Complete details are here.

TCA Rural Tours Bring More Arts to Underserved Areas

In our continuing efforts to provide
more quality performances and arts
opportunities to rural areas of the
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state, TCA has selected five Texas
Touring Roster artists and groups to
provide free performances in rural
counties between June 1 and August
31. Each artist or group provides five
performances in an assigned area,
and the performances are hosted by
local nonprofits, units of
government, or schools. TCA pays
each artist a flat fee for the
performances directly, eliminating
costs to host organizations. Hosts are
reminded that any Texas nonprofit
or unit of government, including a school or library, is eligible to apply for a
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist’s fee.

This month, we are excited to highlight past performances from this year’s rural tours,
starting with award winning storyteller Decee Cornish’s performances on July 1 in
Jacksboro. Decee delighted audiences of all ages, beginning with a children’s show at
the Gladys Johnson Richie Library and ending the day with a show for senior citizens
at the Concerned Citizens Senior Center. We are grateful to Decee for sharing his
talents and stories from around the globe with Northeast Texas communities and
hope that all who attended enjoyed these performances.

Los Texmaniacs made lasting memories with communities in Duval County in May.
Performing high school workshops and a street dance, the band brought the joy of
music making to audiences new to, and familiar with, conjunto. Los Texmaniacs made
a particularly big impression on young performers. “The time spent with the students
was really special,” reflected Duval County Museum reporter Pam Garcia, “Our kids
still appreciate conjunto and mariachi music and this just reinforced the fact that this
type of music is still cherished in many communities.” Indeed, these workshops were
so much fun that San Diego High School’s mariachi teacher jumped in and performed
with the band!

Earlier this spring, Mezclada Dance Company conducted their first rural tour in Grimes
and Fayette counties. The tour was a new experience for both the artists and the
audiences, with Mezclada introducing themselves and their unique blend of hip hop,
modern, and Latin inspired dance to community members.

“My daughter has always spun on her head, but
now she does it with style!” one participant’s
parent commented.
If you attended one of these performances, thank you for joining us! We appreciate
your support of the arts in your community. We’ll have one last round of summer

performances to share in our August newsletter. Special thanks to the fantastic artists
conducting rural tours on behalf of TCA and to their host organizations.

Photo: Pame a Garcia, Duva County Museum

Apply to Be a TCA Grant Evaluator
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Each year, TCA invites roughly 200 Texans to serve as peer reviewers of the grant
applications we receive. We are grateful to these members of our arts field who
donate their time and knowledge to our panel review process and assess the quality
of grant applications. The peer review process is central to the Commission’s efforts
to maintain an accountable, accessible awards system for the State of Texas. TCA is
currently assembling panels of evaluators to review applications for Arts Respond
Project grants.

If you would like insight into the grant evaluation process, we invite you to nominate
yourself to serve on a panel. TCA is not able to pay for this work, but it will allow you
to gain experience as a grant evaluator, see how other organizations present their
programs and challenges, and ensure that TCA grant decisions can be made—we really
can’t do this without you. Nominations are accepted year round and can be made
here.

Panels can be held online or in person in Austin. TCA reimburses for travel and hotel
costs for in person meetings. For online panels, TCA assigns reviewers no more than
25 grant applications to help keep the workload reasonable. Evaluators can also be
grant applicants—TCA just excludes evaluators from reviewing and scoring an
application that they submitted or have any other conflict of interest with.

Grantee Spotlight: Improv Theater as Economic Development

Every fall, TCA staff spend many, many
hours reviewing report forms that grantees
submit as they close out their grants.
These reports share arts organizations’
trials and tribulations, challenges and
solutions. Many of these stories will
resonate with others across our field, so
we're sharing some of them through
grantee spotlights.

This month we are spotlighting Theatre
Longview, a community theater geared
towards adults located in the Arts Longview Cultural District. In addition to producing
a season of full length plays and a musical each year, Theatre Longview is home to the
improv comedy troupe Duck. Duck. Moose! In 2024, the theater received an Arts
Respond Project grant in the economic development priority area to expand their
work into the first Laugh Out Longview Improv Festival. The festival, centered in the
cultural district, sought to attract audiences from across the state, and to activate
local interest by engaging groups from Austin, Dallas, Frisco, Houston, and Tyler with
Duck. Duck. Moose! anchoring the event.

The weekend festival included performances, and an educational workshop taught by
members of the Upright Citizens Brigade Touring Company, with the goal of providing
attendees with opportunities to enjoy and learn about improvisatory comedy theater.
Theatre Longview also activated audiences by participating in the City of Longview’s
“passport” program which raised awareness for all art events in the area, alongside
parks and local attractions, prompting visitors to go beyond the festival and explore
Longview’s offerings. Thanks to the efforts of each participating group and a
comprehensive marketing campaign, the Laugh Out Longview Improv Festival was
successful, putting plans in motion for the festival to become an annual event.
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TCA is proud to be able to support Theatre Longview and the many other wonderful
organizations across the state who make the arts accessible to our fellow Texans.

Photo: Michae Cavazos Photography
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