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The 2024 class of Young Masters has done great things already-- all before they
started college! TCA is taking applications for the 2026 class through November 3. See
below for information on this great opportunity for young artists!

Applications Open for 2026 Young Masters Class

The Texas Commission on the Arts
and the Texas Cultural Trust are
accepting applications for the
2026 class of Young Masters, a
joint initiative that provides
exemplary Texas student artists in
grades 8-11 with the financial
help they need to pursue
advanced study in the areas of visual arts, literary arts, music, theater, dance,
musical theater, folk arts, and media arts.
 
The state’s most talented young artists will receive the title of “Young Master” and be
awarded grants of $5,000 per year to further their studies in their respective
disciplines. Students are eligible to receive the grant for two years, but they must
submit a report and an update. The students selected for this program will represent
the 13th class of Young Masters, which is generously supported by the Butler Texas



Young Masters Endowment. To date, the Trust and TCA have given 431 grants to 199
Young Masters, awarding more than $1.3 million. “The Young Masters grant program
was created as a way to recognize and support young people pursuing the dream of
becoming prominent Texan artists of the next generation,” said TCA Executive
Director Gary Gibbs. “We look forward to receiving applications from candidates who
are already demonstrating outstanding artistic ability, talent and dedication to
developing their knowledge in their chosen discipline.”
 
Applications, information and guidelines are available online at
arts.texas.gov/initiatives/young-masters/. Applications and required supporting
materials must be submitted by November 3, 2025. To be considered for the grant,
students must be legal U.S. residents living in Texas and participating in a school-
based program, a summer institute, or a specialized course of study or receiving
private lessons from a qualified professional instructor. They must also maintain
passing grades in all academic areas. The Young Masters will be selected by a panel of
arts experts from across the state based on artistic excellence, level of commitment
and quality of their proposed plan of study. The 2026 Young Masters recipients will be
honored at a celebration in spring of 2026 in Austin, Texas.
 
“The Texas Cultural Trust is proud to invest in the next generation of Texas artists,” said
Texas Cultural Trust Chief Executive Officer, Heidi Marquez Smith. “These Young Masters
are not only advancing their creative education—they are building the foundation for Texas’
cultural future. For many, this grant makes possible the kind of training and opportunities
that might otherwise be out of reach. We are so grateful to the individuals and
organizations that make these transformative opportunities available for young artists.”

A Year in the Life of TCA

A new fiscal year will start for TCA on September 1. This means that much of TCA’s
summer is spent wrapping up the work of the fiscal year that’s ending while
simultaneously readying the agency—and assisting applicants—for the grants to come
in the next fiscal year. Here’s just some of what TCA did in fiscal year 2025:
 

Provided over 1,700 grants for arts activities to organizations across the state,
totaling approximately $16.5 million.
Managed the process of selecting the 2025 and 2026 Texas State Artists  for the
positions of Texas Poet Laureate, Texas State Musician-Classical, Texas State
Musician-Nonclassical, Texas State Visual Artist in 2D, and Texas State Visual
Artist in 3D.
Held four Speaker Series sessions offering professional development
opportunities for the field.
 Conducted the Poetry Out Loud recitation contest for the state of Texas, which
helps high school students across Texas become close readers and interpreters
of poetry.
Reviewed closeout reports for over 1,500 fiscal year 2024 grants.

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts  License Plate

TCA’s chic black-and-silver State of the
Arts minimalist design license plate is
available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can go on a



passenger car, motorcycle, trailer, or
private bus (attention, Texas bands!).
TCA will receive a portion of the sales
of the plate. Note that this plate is
part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,”
but only the State of the Arts plate
supports TCA. There is a price break
for those ordering their plate for
multiple years. Make a long-term

commitment to the arts!  

TCA Grant & Program Updates

Grant Applications for Fiscal Year 2026
The TCA Commissioners will hold their quarterly meeting on September 4, 2025. At
this meeting, they will make final funding decisions on applications for Arts Create
(Year 1) funding, Cultural District Project funding, Arts Respond Project funding, and
Arts Respond Performance Support funding. They will also consider recommendations
for the Cultural District Designation program.
 
If your organization has a pending Arts Create, Cultural District Project, Arts Respond
Project or Arts Respond Performance Support grant application, you will receive an
email notification about your recommended funding amounts by Thursday, August
21.
 
Grant Reports for Fiscal Year 2025 due September 30, 2025
Closeout reports are due for grant activities that end as TCA's prior fiscal year
(September 1, 2024-August 31, 2025) concludes. All Arts Create, Cultural District
Project, and Arts Respond Project grant report forms for fiscal year 2025 should be
completed and submitted online by September 30, 2025. We recommend that you
submit your report and materials well before the deadline to ensure timely payment
of your upcoming FY 26 grants. Grant reports must be submitted and successfully
closed out by TCA staff before new grants will be paid.
 
Please note that the data collected from these reports is provided to the State of
Texas and the National Endowment for the Arts as TCA's main funders. Receiving your
complete report on time with appropriate supporting documentation helps TCA make
a case for the amount it receives for its grant budget.

TCA Speaker Series: Tourism as Economic Development with Travel
Texas

Texas Commission on the Arts invites you to a free,
optional convening titled Tourism as Economic
Development with Travel Texas. This event is an
opportunity to learn about the ways in which tourism
ties in to the arts and culture industry, and how the
work done by the Office of the Governor's Travel
Texas staff can help you integrate tourism into your
organization and community economic development
plans. You'll also hear how to better identify, define,
and attract new audiences to your events. Our
speaker will discuss their work, the research they



conduct, and the partnerships and resources that
they help make available.
 
The virtual meeting will be on Wednesday, October
15 from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm Central. It is open to
arts nonprofits, artists, and members of the public.
 
TCA staff will be joined by Travel Texas’ Research
Specialist, Spencer Zamora, with a wealth of
information to share.
 
Spencer Zamora is the Research Specialist with the
Office of the Governor, Economic Development &
Tourism and has been a part of the team for six years. The Travel Texas program
promotes the state as a premier travel destination in domestic and international
markets through an integrated advertising, public relations and marketing program.
In this role, she also supports the research program that serves as a foundation for
the state’s tourism promotion and a resource for the travel industry and tourism
development. Mrs. Zamora has a Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Administration and
Minor Art degree from Stephen F. Austin State University. She has been involved in the
tourism industry since 2014, starting at Visit Austin. She is a member of the Travel and
Tourism Research Association (TTRA), newly serving on the board for the TTRA CenStates
Chapter, and currently working on her Tourism Executive certification with the Texas Travel
Alliance.
 
We hope you will join us, so register today and mark your calendar! Please note:
registration does not guarantee a spot in this event, as spaces are limited. Be quick to
join us on the day-of to experience this conversation in real time.
 
TCA selected this topic using feedback from constituents, and we expect that future
meetings in this series will continue addressing needs expressed by members of the
Texas arts field.

High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

The school year is upon us, which means that TCA is
signing up high schools across the state to
participate in the Poetry Out Loud program.
Interested educators should fill out this form soon
to sign up and to receive materials to help them
conduct the program during the fall semester.
 
The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a national
project of the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Poetry Foundation. This exciting program helps

students become close readers, master public speaking skills, build self-confidence,
and learn about their literary heritage. High school students memorize poems and
perform them in competition. Each participating high school will hold its competition
to determine its school winner by December 15, 2025. The school winner will
compete at the state competition in February 2026.
 
At the state level, the winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school
libraries receive money to help them buy poetry books. The state winner will
represent Texas in the national competition, which has a pool of $50,000 in



scholarships for students and cash awards for schools.

TCA Rural Tours Bring More Arts to Underserved Areas

In our continuing efforts to provide
more quality performances and arts
opportunities to rural areas of the
state, TCA selected five Texas
Touring Roster artists and groups to
provide free performances in rural
counties between June 1 and August
31. Each artist or group provides five
performances in an assigned area,
and the performances are hosted by
local nonprofits, units of
government, or schools. TCA pays each artist a flat fee for the performances directly,
eliminating costs to host organizations. Hosts are reminded that any Texas nonprofit
or unit of government, including a school or library, is eligible to apply for a
Performance Support grant for up to half of a Texas Touring Roster artist’s fee.
 
This month, we are excited to highlight upcoming free performances by the Yuck
Show in Shelby and Tyler counties. The Yuck Show combines science spectacles, silly
audience stunts, and comedy in an imaginative production to both entertain and
inspire wonder about the science of the world around us. Audiences in Woodville are
invited to join the Yuck Show for a 7 pm performance at Woodville High School on
Saturday, August 23. The Yuck Show will also perform for elementary students at
Timpson Elementary in Timpson on August 29.
 
If you are in the area, we hope you will enjoy this offering! Special thanks to the
fantastic artists who conducted rural tours on behalf of TCA this year, and to their
host organizations.
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Apply to Be a TCA Grant Evaluator

Each year, TCA invites roughly 200 Texans to serve as peer reviewers of the grant
applications we receive. We are grateful to these members of our arts field who
donate their time and knowledge to our panel review process and assess the quality
of grant applications. The peer review process is central to the Commission’s efforts
to maintain an accountable, accessible awards system for the State of Texas.
 
If you would like insight into the grant evaluation process, we invite you to nominate
yourself to serve on a panel. TCA is not able to pay for this work, but it will allow you
to gain experience as a grant evaluator, see how other organizations present their
programs and challenges, and ensure that TCA grant decisions can be made—we really
can’t do this without you. Nominations are accepted year-round and can be made
here.
 
Panels can be held online or in person in Austin. TCA reimburses for travel and hotel
costs for in-person meetings. For online panels, TCA assigns reviewers no more than
25 grant applications to help keep the workload reasonable. Evaluators can also be
grant applicants—TCA just excludes evaluators from reviewing and scoring an



application that they submitted or have any other conflict of interest with.

Grantee Spotlight: Programs in Houston County Bring Together
Rural Communities and Visitors

Every fall, TCA staff spend many, many
hours reviewing report forms that grantees
submit as they close out their grants.
These reports share arts organizations’
trials and tribulations, challenges and
solutions. Many of these stories will
resonate with others across our field, so
we're sharing some of them through
grantee spotlights. 
 

This month, we are highlighting Piney Woods Fine Arts Association (PWFAA), which
promotes performance and visual arts offerings and programs in Houston County for
locals and visitors. Making the arts available and accessible to multiple rural
communities is a difficult but important project. TCA staff got to see this first-hand
recently during a visit to the east Texas area, which showcased the PWFAA’s reopened
Ritz Theatre and the many community members taking advantage of its lively
offerings. With support from TCA’s Arts Create grant, PWFAA uses a variety of
professional music, theater, and dance experiences at their newly renovated Ritz
Theatre in Crockett and elsewhere to attract community members from across
Houston County. This programming reduces the burden on families to seek out art in
distant urban centers. Because PWFAA’s events are so appealing, they also boost
their community’s economy, with over 65% of attendees coming from outside the
county, supporting nearby restaurants, shops, and lodging.
 
PWFAA’s education and outreach programs are just as vital to this project. During the
school year, the organization presents professional touring performances to students
in rural areas where access to such programming is otherwise limited. PWFAA also
produces the Houston County Youth Talent Showcase, which brings in judges from
around the country to provide feedback on student performances each spring, and
even awards scholarships to those students.
 
Summertime brings two cornerstone youth programs. The long-running Missoula
Children’s Theatre camp is a free, immersive theater experience which has become a
kind of rite-of-passage for local youth, where students put together a full production
from start to finish over a single week. The Summer Arts Workshop brings in
professional artists to lead classes in drawing, sculpture, jewelry-making, and more,
and provides youth with take-home projects and collaborative murals, some of which
are now proudly displayed in the Crockett Civic Center. As more youth and families
have become interested in all these programs, PWFAA has expanded them, offering
increasing opportunities for youth to build confidence, friendships, and artistic skills
that enrich their lives and their communities.
 
TCA is proud to support the Piney Woods Fine Arts Association and the many other
wonderful organizations across the state who make the arts accessible to our fellow
Texans.
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