




ABOUT THE
TEXAS CULTURAL TRUST 
The Texas Cultural Trust, established in
1995, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting and increasing 
access and awareness for the arts across 
the state. 

Programs of the organization include the 
Texas Medal of Arts Awards, Arts Access, 
Art Can, Texas Young Masters, Texas 
Women for the Arts, and Partners in the Arts. 

The Trust’s efforts are amplified by 
partners who are instrumental in the 
success of leading a cohesive voice 
for arts and culture in Texas. 

OUR MISSION
To be the leading voice for the arts in 
education, advocacy, and economic 
impact in Texas, spotlighting the artistic 
excellence of our state.

OUR VISION
A vibrant Texas where the arts inspire 
excellence.

THE ARTS 
WORK FOR TEXAS 
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Through Art Can, the Trust conducts 
research and publishes data to quantify 
the impact of the arts and creative sectors 
on the economy, education, culture, and 
health and well-being of Texas.

Published every biennium, the State of the 
Arts Report demonstrates the unequivocal 
impact the arts have in shaping the future 
of Texas. In this way, the State of the Arts 
Report serves as a resource for Texas 
artists, arts organizations and advocates, 
educators, policymakers, parents, 
philanthropists, and others to increase 
support and funding for arts and culture in 
the state.





3

Mickey Klein
Board Chair, Texas Cultural Trust

It is an honor to introduce the 2025 State of the Arts Report, a compelling snapshot of the 
profound impact the arts have on our lives, our communities, and the future of Texas. This 
biennial publication is more than a collection of data and anecdotes; it is a testament to 
the importance of the arts in shaping a vibrant and thriving Texas.

The arts are a cornerstone of human connection and creativity. They inspire us to think 
beyond limitations, tell our unique stories, and celebrate the diversity that makes Texas 
extraordinary. They have the power to open the mind, convey a message, evoke emotions, 
or simply create beauty. From the mural-lined streets of our cities to the stages and 
galleries that bring our communities together, the arts are woven into the fabric of our 
daily lives. They enrich our spirit, deepen our understanding of one another, and offer 
solutions to some of the most pressing challenges we face.

Yet the arts are not just a source of beauty and inspiration—they are also a powerful 
economic driver. This Report highlights the undeniable value of Texas’s creative industries, 
which generate billions of dollars in economic activity and provide meaningful jobs across 
the state. Equally important, arts education equips our youth with essential skills, like 
critical thinking, collaboration, and resilience, preparing them to succeed in an increasingly 
complex and innovative world.

The mission of the Texas Cultural Trust has never been more critical. We exist to champion 
the arts and ensure their accessibility for all Texans, regardless of geography, background, 
or circumstance. We believe that the arts are not a luxury but a necessity—essential to 
personal growth, community well-being, and economic prosperity.

As you explore the insights and stories in this Report, I hope you are as inspired as we are 
by the potential of the arts to drive change, spark innovation, and unite us all. We are 
deeply grateful to our partners, advocates, and donors who share our vision of a state 
where the arts are celebrated, valued, and sustained for years to come.

Together, we can ensure that Texas remains a beacon of creativity, culture, and 
connection. Thank you for standing with us in this vital mission.
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ART CAN IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
The arts and Creative Arts Therapies are improving patients’ overall health 
outcomes, treatment, and quality of life. Studies show that attending just one 
cultural event a month decreases cortisol by 60% and reduces the risk of 
developing depression by 48%. 

Community cultural engagement, such as visiting a museum or theatre, every few 
months or more is associated with a 47% lower risk of developing dementia.

Listening to prescribed music playlists can improve blood flow through damaged 
parts of a stroke patient’s brain and can increase functional connectivity by 18%.

ART CAN FUEL THE ECONOMY
Arts education prepares the 21st-century workforce by developing core 
competencies and interpersonal skills: creativity, innovation, critical thinking, 
problem-solving, communication, and collaboration. Across Texas, nearly 
960,000 people are employed in creative careers, which represents 1 in 14 
jobs. 	
				  
The Texas Arts and Culture Industry has grown by 63%, generating $7.3 billion for 
the Texas economy and nearly $460 million in state sales tax revenue. 
		
The impact of public grant funding for cultural districts far surpassed the state’s 
initial investment. Cultural districts create jobs, generate significant tax revenue, 
boost tourism, attract business, and revitalize communities. 	
				  
1 in 4 visitors in Texas participate in cultural tourism. Arts and culture tourists stay 
longer, bring more people, and spend more money than non-cultural tourists. 

ART CAN IMPROVE EDUCATION
Texas students highly engaged in the arts are more likely to meet college readiness 
benchmarks. 

• Up to 46% more likely to pass Texas Success Initiative (TSI) criteria
• Twice as likely to meet Advance Placement/International Baccalaureate 
   (AP/IB) exam criteria 
• 20% more likely to earn college dual credit achievements



GARY CLARK JR.
Four-Time Grammy Award-Winning 
Musician, 2025 Texas Medal of Arts 
Awards Honoree



Texas students who are highly engaged 
in the arts are more likely to meet 

college readiness benchmarks.
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Ninth grade students who took at least one semester-long art course had higher 
graduation rates than those who did not. The difference was especially significant 
for students in urban areas and emergent bilingual/English learner (EB/EL) students, 
both with a 5% higher graduation rate.

High school students who enrolled in more arts courses had better school 
attendance by 2%, which is the equivalent of six school days per year. This effect 
was greatest for economically disadvantaged students.

MORE ARTS CLASSES EQUALS HIGHER SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

ACCESS TO ARTS EDUCATION IS RELATED TO OVERALL 
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
Research conducted by the Texas Cultural Trust shows that academic achievement, 
school attendance, graduation rates, and college readiness are significantly improved 
for secondary students who are highly engaged in the arts. Highly engaged students 
complete four consecutive courses in one arts discipline, while minimally engaged 
students only take the required one course.

Texas students who are highly engaged in the arts are more likely to meet college 
readiness benchmarks. They were 46% more likely to pass Texas Success Initiative 
(TSI) criteria, which guides public colleges in determining if students are ready for 
entry-level coursework in English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) and math. 
In addition, they were twice as likely to meet Advance Placement/International 
Baccalaureate (AP/IB) exam criteria and 20% more likely to earn college dual credit 
achievements.

TEXAS STUDENTS HIGHLY ENGAGED IN THE ARTS 
ARE MORE LIKELY TO MEET COLLEGE READINESS BENCHMARKS

more likely to 
pass TSI criteria

more likely to earn 
college dual credit

46% 20%
as likely to meet 

AP/IB exam criteria

2X

















DENNIS QUAID
Actor, 2025 Texas Medal of Arts 
Awards Honoree

Photo courtesy of: Derrek Kupish



The Arts and Culture Industry generated 
$7.3 billion for the Texas economy.























MIRANDA LAMBERT
Singer/Songwriter, 2023 Texas Medal 
of Arts Awards Honoree
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Arts engagement can reduce the 
risk of developing depression by 48%. 
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BECOME A PARTNER IN THE ARTS

GET INVOLVED
Pass on these findings. Tell your fellow Texans about the important impact 
the arts have on education, the economy, health and well-being, and our 
way of life. 

Encourage your school board members and elected officials to support 
access to the arts and arts education. Use our tools at txct.org/artcan.

Learn more about how to promote and support the arts by visiting 
txculturaltrust.org, or by contacting the Texas Cultural Trust directly.

@TXCulturalTrust

While there are great areas of promise, there are also many areas for improvement in 
arts access. We invite you to join us in our efforts to ensure equitable access to the arts 
for all Texans.

Join Partners in the Arts at TXCulturalTrust.org/PIA.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has exceptional potential, but it poses ethical, legal, 
and creative challenges as well. Our goal is to protect the rights of artists while 
enhancing their original creativity in the digital age. As technology advances 
to increase automatic data collection across online platforms, the importance 
of creative property protection is heightened for all types of artists. There is 
software designed to protect artistic content from being recognizable to various 
forms of AI data collection that continues to be developed. It is essential that 
artists feel safe to create and profit from their own work. While this has long 
been a standard, the need to protect ownership through copyright and develop 
transparent creative process documentation is of crucial importance for artists. 
AI’s impact on the arts and creative sector will continue to evolve, and as it does 
the artist’s original creation process will prove to be more and more precious and 
essential in an abundance of AI-generated content.

THE IMPACT OF AI IN THE ARTS
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Texas Commission on the Arts  
The mission of the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) is to advance our state 
economically and culturally by investing in a creative Texas. TCA supports a diverse and 
innovative arts community in Texas, throughout the nation, and internationally by 
providing resources to enhance economic development, arts education, cultural 
tourism, and artist sustainability initiatives. For more information, visit arts.texas.gov.

 
Texans for the Arts  
Texans for the Arts (TFA) is a highly effective, non-partisan, statewide arts advocacy 
organization that provides coordinated information about legislative activity related to 
arts issues and organizes advocacy efforts in order to protect and increase public 
funding for the arts at the state, national, and local levels. For more information, visit 
texansforthearts.com.

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS
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Abilene Cultural Affairs Council

Altria

American Bank

American Music Therapy Association 
and the Certification Board for Music 
Therapists

Heidi Anderson

Lauren Anderson

Nicole Anderson

Sarah Anderson

Kris Andrews

Anheuser-Busch

Brendon Anthony

Arlyn Studios

Arts for Rural Texas

Charles Attal

Heather Asbury

Ann Ash

AT&T

Marilyn Augur

Austin Way

Barbara Averitt

Micki Avery

Gabbie Fontana Babel

Margaret Ballantyne

Amy Barbee

Kelly Barnhill

Susanna Bartolomei

Mrs. Mercedes T. Bass

Jessica Bates

Baylor Scott & White Health

Kimberly Becerra

Connie Beck

Laura and John Beckworth

Kara Belew

Lorraine Benini

Ray Benson

Christy Berry

Lauri Bevan

Hameem Bhatti

Carolyn Biedenharn

Julia Blailock

Kathleen Blair

Michelle Blair

Jaselyn Blanchard

Elizabeth Blanton

Ginger Blanton

Kelli and Eddy Blanton

Leslie and Jack Blanton, Jr.

Blanton Museum of Art

Ellen Blasio

Laurie and Marvin Blum

Micheal Bobbitt

Michelle Bonton

Suzanne Deal Booth

Marcus Borhani

Chrissy Borskey

Adrienne Bosh

Daniel Bowen

Amber Bradbury

Paula Brockway

Janis Brous

Pamela Brower

Susan Budge

Alethea and J. Bruce Bugg, Jr.

Sarah Burleson

Sharron Buschman

Sharla Bush

Sarah and Ernest Butler

Shannon Wilson Callewart

Cammack and Strong, PC

Jeanne Campbell

Mary Campbell

Minnie Cappel

CAPTRUST

Carabuena Tequila

Sara Carter

Kelly Cash

Rod Caspers

Nora Castro

Center for Educator Development in 
Fine Arts

CenterPoint Energy

Louise Chapman

Cheniere Energy, Inc.

Chevron

Leigh Chiu

De Ann Christensen

Sandra Chunn

The Citadelle Art Foundation

Clarins USA

Darlene Clark

Melinda Clement

Carrie Conner

CONSUELA

The Contemporary Austin

Wendie Murfee Cook

Cornucopia Popcorn

Amy Crandell

Creative Waco

Eleanor Crook

Lynn Finesilver Crystal

Lawton and Craig Cummings

Kimberly Darden

Morganne Davies

Mary Charles Davis

Misty Davis

Mitzi Davis

Ivette De La Reza

Rachael Dedman

Dell Children’s Ascension

Ito Deutsch

William Dick

Dickinson Wright PLLC

Patsy Donosky

Eliza and John Duncan

Jayne Duryea

East Texas Advanced Academies

Susan Eisen

Michael Ellington, Jr.

Mindy Ellmer

Sondra Eoff

Clayton G. Erikson

Timothy Estelle

Aurora Farthing

Catharine Faulconer

Favorite Brands

Feather Your Nest

Fidelity Investments

Pamela Fielding

Marnie Fitzgerald

Liz Fleischer

Caroline Forgason

Jill Fortney

Karen and Robert Foster

Four Seasons Hotel - Austin

Ginger Francis

Friendswood Fine Arts

Robin Froeschke

Kelley and Pat Frost

Frost Bank

Gay Gaddis, LLC

Laura Galt

Diane Milliken Garza, Phd.

Genesis Inspiration Foundation

Genesis of West Houston

Renee George

Ruthie Gessinger

Terri Gill

Madison Gillespie

Robin Gilliland

Risa Ginther

Liza Gonzalez

Tina Gorski

Greer Goss

Joyce Goss

Amy Graham

Beth Granger

Kelly Greenwell

Cindy Greenwood

Deborah Greer

Gwynn Griffith

Merrill Hafner

Odessa Arts

Nancy Harper

Laurie Harrison

Harry Ransom Center

Dacota Haselwood

H-E-B

Carol Heller

Mary Ann Heller

Winell Herron

Connie Heyer

Tisa and Billy Hibbs

Diana Hidalgo

Elizabeth Hiles

Nancy Hiles

Hobby Family Foundation

Alexandra Hoberman

Susan and Duane Hoff

Moira Hogan

Delaney Holliman

Kerry Holliman

Sonja Holt

Kelly Hoogstraten

Hotel Saint Cecelia

Catherine Howell

Kay Howell

Holly Huffines

Gayle Hunt

Stacey Hunt Spier

Alexis and Todd Hunter

Dan W. Jackson III and Jeremy 
Guiberteau

Tina Jackson

Jameen Jacoby

Maebrianna Jacoby

Travis James

Jeanie Rabke Wyatt Family Foundation

Lisa Jimenez

JKS by Design

Kathleen Johnson

Linda Johnson

Renard Johnson

Alyce Adair Jones

Gene and Jerry Jones

Jean Kirby Jones

Lynda Jones

Glenda Kane

Jessica Karlsruher

Lisa Kaufman

Olivia Kearney

Kathleen and Ben Keating

Dawn Kelley

Kathleen and Patrick Kennedy, Jr.

Marcette Kilgore

Matrex Kilgore

Anne Lamkin Kinder

Rose Kirk

Julie McCaughy Kleberg

Jeanne and Mickey Klein

Pamela Krick

Shay Kulha

Yvonne Suzanne La Vaude

Linda and Steve LaMantia

Samantha LaMantia

Denise Landon
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Sarah Laucirica

Lauri Lawrence

Alecia Lawyer

Dawn Leatherwood

Muffin Lemak

Kim Lewis

Mary Lamar Leyendecker

Andra Liemandt

Limelight Catering

Noah Lit

Brooke Kelly Lively

Sondra Lomax

The Long Center for the Performing Arts

The Loren Hotel

Shanny Lott

Chris and Kathleen Irvin Loughlin

Patty Mason Lowdon

Hanan Lowell

Lisa Lucero

Wen Luo

Meredith Luskey

Luther King Capital Management

Laurie MacCaskill

Elena Macias

Kathleen Maguire

Elia Del Carmen Mares

Nena Duncan Marsh

Kimberly Martin

Alyssa Mason

Jenny Mason

Suzanne and Gilbert Lang Mathews

Karen and Charles W. Matthews

Laura M. Matz

Amelita Mauzé

Carroll Maxon

Melody McCaig

Lori McCuaig

Courtney McIntosh

Jan McKee

Karla McKinley

Becca McMahon

Georgeann McRaven

Media for Texas

Holly Mesarch

METI, Inc.

Sharon Michie

Mid-America Arts Alliance

Ashley Miller

Cameron Miller

Lisa Ivie Miller

Candace Moloney

Debbie Montford

Ana Montoya

The Moody Foundation

Lauren Moorman

Peter More

Whitney Hyder and Doug More

August Morgan

Sarah and Bill Morgan

Michelle Moussa

Nancy and Jud Murray

Sarah Murrin

Patty Dedman Nail

Claire Nelson

Mary Amanda Newberry

Kristi Newton

Guillermo Nicolas and Jim Foster

Caroline North

Miki Norton

Patty Nuss

NuStar Energy LP

Occidental

Pamela O’Connor

Sharon Oeschger

Lisa Oliver

Jessica Olson

The Honorable Harriet O’Neill

Scott Orr

Cabrina and Steven Owsley

Mary Lynn Painton

The Panacea Collective

Leslie Pardue

Meghan Paredes

Lisa Parrish

Pat and Tom Frost Foundation

April Patterson

Sherri Patton

Janna Paulson

Jolyn Pedan

Pentagram

Frasher Pergande

Margot Perot

Sheila Perry

Sara Peters

Madison Peterson

Marti Peterson

Shonnery Pettit

PNC Foundation

Kim Poole

Port of Corpus Christi Authority

Dana Porter

The Powell Foundation

Lisa Pritchett

Jay Propes

Marielle and Buddy Quaid

Jonathan Quick

Raise Your Hand Texas

Deepika Ramesh

Red Productions

Autumn Rich

Lisa Richardson

Corinna Holt and JB Richter

Rio Grande Valley Philanthropic Foundation

Jean Roach

Deborah Roberts

Judy and Kirk Robison

Emily Roden

Missy Rodgers

Regina Rogers

Lesa Rossick

Karen and Karl Rove

Salt Lick BBQ

San Marcos Toyota

Maricela Sanchez

Sands Corporation

Isha and Steve Santamaria

Shanna Schanen

Roxanne Schroeder-Arce

Tania and Scott Schwartz

Laila Scott

Trevor Scott

Alex Scull

Susan Seeds

Nina Seely

Lyn Selig

Nancy and The Honorable Kel Seliger

Araminta Sellers

Sermoonjoy Fund

Darcy Sety

Sally Shafer

Anne Shahan

Janet and Steve Sherlip

Dianna Bluntzer Sherman

Toby Shor

Kate Sigfusson

Evonne and Tom Smith

Heidi Marquez Smith

The Honorable Joe Straus III

Susan Straus

Leisa Street

Suzanne Sugg

Jamie Sullins

Shelley Summers

Karey Swartwout

Kiyoshi Tamagawa

Texans for Lawsuit Reform

Texans for the Arts

Texas 2036

Texas A&M University

Texas AFT

Texas Art Education Association

Texas Arts Education Coalition

Texas Commission on the Arts

Texas Dance Educators Association

Texas Educational Theatre Association

Texas Film Office

Texas Fine Arts Administrators

Texas Instruments Foundation

Texas Media Production Alliance

Texas Monthly

Texas Music Educators Association

Texas Music Office

Texas PTA

Texas State Task Force on Recognition of 
the MT-BC

Texas State University System Foundation

Texas Thespians

Texas Tribune

Susan Thomson

Ginny Tigue

Tito’s Vodka

The Tobin Endowment

Debbie Tolleson

Annabel Toole

TXP Inc.

University of Houston College of Fine Arts

The University of Texas at Austin 

The University of Texas at Austin College of 
Fine Arts

Karen O’Connor Urban

UT System, UT Medical Branch, UT 
Southwestern & Southwestern Medical 
Foundation

Valero

Natasa Valocchi

Heidi Vaughan

Verizon

Vistra

Cheryl Votzmeyer-Rios

Christian Walker

Connie Wallace

Leslie and Don Ward

Robin Ward

Cissy Warner

Carol Watson

AnaPaula and Mark Watson

Jo Vann Weichert

Phyllis Weiss

Patricia Wheeler

Don and Allison Whitaker

Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts and Culture

Brandy Wicker

Annaliese Wiederspahn

Pam and George Willeford

Trisha Wilson and Jeb Terry

Teresa and Darrell Windham

Marc Winkelman

Marie Wise

Elizabeth Wong

WoodNext Foundation

Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation

Diane Madalin Wright

Yellowbird Foods

ZACH Theatre
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CH The research referenced in this Report was conducted by the Texas Cultural Trust 

and Art Can partners. 

Additional information for each section of the Report can be found below.

Economic Impact Data 
Research into the economic impact of the Arts and Culture Industry, creative sector 
occupations, Core and Supporting Arts Industry, and tourism was conducted for the 
Texas Cultural Trust by Travis James of TXP, Inc. The research utilized data sets from the 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Economic 
Development and Tourism Division of the Office of the Governor, and Future Partners. The 
objectives of the research were to assess the statewide economic impact of the 41 industry 
sectors that comprise the Arts and Culture Industry, the 16,000 Arts and Culture Industry 
businesses throughout Texas that employ nearly 138,000 workers, and the impact of the 
Arts and Culture Industry on travel and tourism dollars. 

Arts Education Impact Data 
Research on the arts’ impact on students was conducted for the Texas Cultural Trust by 
Dr. Wen Luo and Dr. Daniel Bowen. The study utilized Texas Education Agency (TEA) data 
for every Texas student first enrolled as a 9th grader in 2018-2019, i.e., the projected high 
school graduating class of 2022, and their student-level demographics, attendance, 
enrollment, and College and Career Readiness data. The study analyzed patterns of fine 
arts course enrollment, focusing on the number of semester-long art courses taken and 
the highest level achieved within each fine art discipline. Differences in enrollment patterns 
were examined by comparing various demographic groups. Additionally, the association 
between arts education and academic achievement was assessed by comparing students 
with varying levels of engagement in fine arts courses in terms of key academic outcomes, 
such as attendance rates and College and Career Readiness metrics.

Elementary Arts Education Access Data
Research on student access to the arts in elementary schools was conducted for the Texas 
Cultural Trust by Dr. Wen Luo and Dr. Daniel Bowen. The study utilized data from the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) for the 2022-2023 school year, focusing on all elementary schools 
across the state. Three primary sources of data were analyzed: (1) course offerings and 
enrollment for each school, (2) campus demographic data, and (3) teacher records and 
certification information. Public campus-level data, including student demographics, was 
obtained directly from the TEA website.

Art education access was assessed based on several factors: the number of fine arts 
courses offered at each school, the number of teachers exclusively teaching fine arts 
classes, and the proportion of fine arts classes taught by fine arts-certified teachers. 
Potential disparities in access to fine arts education were examined by comparing 
schools across different community types, as well as by the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged and minority students at each campus.
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Elementary Arts Education Access Data Continued
Dr. Bowen’s efforts on the Arts Education Impact and Elementary Arts Education Access 
studies were supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 
(#1919727-38-23). The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not represent 
the views of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Office of Research & Analysis or the 
National Endowment for the Arts. The National Endowment for the Arts does not guarantee 
the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this material and is not 
responsible for any consequences of its use.

Social and Emotional Learning Data
Research on arts education and social and emotional learning was conducted for the Texas 
Cultural Trust by Dr. Robin A. Ward, who is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Mathematics and 
the Director of Curriculum Integration at the Rice University School Mathematics Project, as 
well as a former aerospace engineer. Dr. Ward conducted a literature review of 192 sources, 
researching the topics of arts education, social and emotional learning, and academic 
outcomes. 

Health and Well-Being Data 
Research on Arts in Health was conducted for the Texas Cultural Trust by Shay Thornton Kulha, 
the Operations Manager for the Center for Performing Arts Medicine at Houston Methodist 
and an instructor for the Arts in Health graduate certificate program at the University of 
Houston. Kulha conducted a review of prominent statewide Arts in Health programs.

Art Can Map   
January Advisors is a data science consulting firm that works with nonprofits and government 
agencies. They work on data and public policy projects in various fields, including housing, 
criminal justice, climate change, social services, and education. Jeff Reichman is the founder 
of January Advisors and is responsible for the data visualization in the Art Can Map found at 
TXCulturalTrust.org.
 
Creative & Design
The 2025 Art Can branding campaign for the State of the Arts Report and video/photography 
were developed by Arts+Labor, a full-service creative content company in Austin. Arts+Labor 
specializes in commercial production, film and design with a special emphasis on Texas 
culture and artists.
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