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Art Jobs

TCA is welcoming four new cultural districts, including the Mitte Cultural District in
Brownsville and the Edinburg Arts District. Both of these districts will be designated later
this month. Scroll down for more information! Photo of the Edinburg Arts District by Ashley
Adair Garcia.

State Artist Nominations Closing October 15

On behalf of the Texas State Legislature, the Texas Commission on the Arts
has been accepting nominations for the 2027 and 2028 Texas State Artists.
Nominations are accepted for Texas State Musician-Nonclassical, State
Musician-Classical, Texas Poet Laureate, Texas State Two-Dimensional Artist
(visual arts), and Texas State Three-Dimensional Artist (visual arts). Any
Texas citizen is able to nominate a living artist in any of the five
categories and self-nominations are welcome. Nominees must be native
Texans or have resided in the state for at least five years. They must be US
citizens. They must have attained the highest levels of excellence and success
in their respective disciplines and earned a statewide, regional, or national
reputation for their high caliber work. Nominations will be accepted online
through October 15, 2026. The Texas Poet Laureate, State Musician and State
Artist Committee, composed of members appointed by the Governor,
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Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, will
make the final selections for the Legislature’s consideration and approval in
2027.
 
The positions, created by SB 1043 of the 77th Legislature and-- in the case of
the Texas State Musician-Classical designation-- SB 281 of the 88th
Legislature, are filled for one-year terms. Appointees are selected for the
exceptional quality of their work and for their outstanding commitment to the
arts in Texas. Each Texas State Artist reflects the state’s high-quality artistic
offerings. Need examples of who gets selected? You’ve probably seen that
Vincent Valdez, the 2015 Texas State Artist-2D, was recently named a
MacArthur Fellow! Read on for a short profile of one of the more recent
designees.

Octavio Quintanilla, the 2025 Texas Poet
Laureate, is the author of the poetry collections
If I Go Missing (Slough Press, 2014), The Book
of Wounded Sparrows (Texas Review Press,
2024), which was longlisted for the National
Book Award, and Las Horas Imposibles / The
Impossible Hours, winner of the 2024
Ambroggio Prize of the Academy of American
Poets (University of Arizona Press, 2025).
Octavio is the founder and director of the
literature & arts festival, VersoFrontera,
publisher of Alabrava Press, and former Poet
Laureate of San Antonio. His Frontextos (visual
poems) have been published and exhibited
widely. He teaches Literature and Creative
Writing at Our Lady of the Lake University and was recently inducted into the
Texas Institute of Letters.
 
To learn more about the Texas State Artists nomination process, and to submit
nominations, visit https://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/texas-state-artist/.
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Upcoming TCA Application Deadline

TCA has an upcoming application deadline. As always, the TCA staff is happy
to discuss your goals and eligibility to determine which programs are right for
you. You may also request that a TCA staff member review your application
and provide feedback. Ideally, these requests would be made at least two
weeks before the application deadline.
 
Arts Respond Performance Support
This program provides professional artist fees to Texas nonprofits, schools,
colleges, and units of government for hiring an artist from the Texas Touring
Roster to do a performance. These applications are funded based on a
percentage of contracted fees.
Activity dates must start: Between December 15, 2026 and March 14, 2027
Application deadline: Midnight on November 2, 2026
Application form: Online
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Resources: Grant guidelines, contact TCA staff, FAQ

National Cyber Security Awareness Month

October is National Cyber Security
Awareness Month, which is an annual
campaign to raise awareness about the
importance of cybersecurity. The Internet
touches almost all aspects of everyone’s
daily life, whether we realize it or not.
This program is designed to encourage
people to learn about cybersecurity
threats, reflect on their own IT practices,
and learn how to stay safe online. TCA
hopes you will join us in raising
awareness about the importance of
cybersecurity at home and work this
October. Looking for additional
information? The Stay Safe Online website is filled with tips, fact sheets, and
free shareable resources.

Support Texas Arts with the State of the Arts License Plate

TCA’s chic black-and-silver State of
the Arts minimalist design license
plate is available to order at
https://www.myplates.com/go/arts.
This plate design can go on a
passenger car, motorcycle, trailer,
or private bus (attention, Texas
bands!). TCA will receive a portion
of the sales of the plate. Note that

this plate is part of MyPlates’ “Lone Star Series,” but only the State of the Arts
plate supports TCA. There is a price break for those ordering their plate for
multiple years. Make a long-term commitment to the arts!  

High Schools: Sign Up Now for Poetry Out Loud

TCA is signing up high schools across the
state to participate in the Poetry Out Loud
program. Interested educators should fill out
this form soon to sign up and to receive
materials to help them conduct the program
during the fall semester.

The Poetry Out Loud recitation contest is a
national project of the National Endowment
for the Arts. This exciting program helps
students become close readers, master
public speaking skills, build self-confidence,
and learn about their literary heritage. High
school students memorize poems and perform them competitively. Each
participating high school will hold its competition to determine its school winner
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by December 15, 2026. The school winner will compete at the state
competition in February 2027.

The state winner and runner up receive cash awards and their school libraries
receive money to help them buy poetry books. The state winner will represent
Texas in the national competition, which has a pool of $50,000 in scholarships
for students and cash awards for schools.

Speaker Series: Join Us for Listening Sessions

TCA is holding free, online listening
sessions for the last installments of
this year’s Speaker Series, which
explores and discusses topics
important to the arts. These listening
sessions are an opportunity for you to
connect with new and familiar
colleagues and provide a clearer
picture of the successes, challenges,
and needs facing the arts across the
state. Help TCA assess the needs of
our field and guide the next year's slate
of Speaker Series professional
development events by joining us for
either of these sessions! TCA will also

give an update on agency programs and upcoming activities and deadlines.
 
There is no difference between the contents of these two opportunities, with
both sessions following the same agenda. They will be held on:
Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 1 PM - 2:30 PM Central (register here)
Thursday, December 10, 2026 at 1 PM - 2:30 PM Central (register here)
Note that registration does not guarantee a spot in this event, as spaces are
limited. Be quick to join us on the day-of to be part of this conversation in real
time!

Get to Know the Edinburg Arts District

At their September
meeting, TCA
Commissioners approved
the designation of four new
cultural districts. Cultural
districts are special zones
that harness the power of
cultural resources to
stimulate economic
development and
community vitality. These
districts can be focal points
for generating business,
attracting tourists, stimulating cultural development and fostering civic pride.
The Texas Commission on the Arts is the only body able to officially designate
cultural districts on behalf of the State. Cultural districts are marketable tourism
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assets that highlight the distinct identity of a community and encourage in-
state, out-of-state, and international visitors. Cultural district development helps
a community boost its economy while realizing other cultural and civic benefits.
The outcomes of cultural districts extend beyond the arts and benefit all
members of a community. Official designation allows cultural districts and
qualifying resident arts organizations to be eligible to apply for significant
Cultural District Project funding through TCA.
 
The Edinburg Arts District is positioned along Interstate 69 (US Highway
281), a major trade corridor. At the center of the district is the Edinburg Arts,
Culture & Events (ACE) Center, a state-of-the-art facility with classrooms, a
dance studio, gallery space, and a ballroom supporting classes, performances,
and festivals. The cultural district has a robust calendar of festivals,
performances, and events that attract regional audiences throughout the year.
Signature events include UTRGV’s Festival of International Books and Art
(FESTIBA) and a series of City-led festivals, including the Edinburg UFO
Festival, FridaFest, South Texas International Film Festival, and Los Muertos
Bailan Day of the Dead celebration. These assets, combined with the district's
proximity to the US-Mexico border, create a culturally rich environment shaped
by shared history, traditions, and public art.

﻿The cultural district will be officially designated on October 24 as part of the
Los Muertos Bailan Day of the Dead Celebration. The next morning, the Mitte
Cultural District in Brownsville will have an official designation ceremony as
part of a mural dedication. TCA staff will present a proclamation marking each
official designation.
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What the 2026-2027 Young Masters Did for Their
Summer Vacations

Since its inception in 2002, the Young Masters
grant program, which is generously supported by
the Butler Texas Young Masters Endowment, has
provided 445 grants to Texas high school
students for their advanced studies in the arts.
This summer, the 2026 Texas Young Masters
embarked on remarkable journeys to hone their
talents and deepen their artistic craft at some of
the most prestigious training programs across the
country and beyond. The Texas Commission on
the Arts and the Texas Cultural Trust are
incredibly proud to be a part of these students'
further development as artists.
 
In dance, Prosper’s Joseph Kirillov trained with ballet master Maxim
Tchernychev, a highly regarded instructor known for producing top ballet talent.
Joseph refined his classical technique, musicality, and artistry while gaining
valuable performance experience. Matthew Conway (pictured), also from
Prosper, attended the Juilliard Summer Dance Intensive, where he trained with
world-renowned dance educators in ballet, modern, contemporary, allegro,
West African, and repertoire. Sydney Bridgewater from Frisco sharpened her



technique at the Alonzo King LINES Advanced Summer Program in San
Francisco. While at this program, she had the opportunity to learn from past
and present LINES company members in their distinctive style. Richmond’s
Emmalynne Brown attended the Houston Ballet Academy Summer Intensive,
where she trained in diverse dance styles to further prepare for a professional
career. Caroline McGowan, from Dallas, also attended Juilliard’s Summer
Dance Intensive program known for exposing dancers to a wide variety of
genres.
 
In musical theater, Alessandro Dieguez, from Amarillo, attended Oklahoma
City University’s High School Summer Musical Theatre Intensive, receiving
comprehensive training in singing, acting, and dancing for the Broadway stage.
The three-week program ended in a full production of “Once Upon a One More
Time” with Alessandro as the male lead. San Antonio’s Isabella Cervera
expanded her talents through the Musical Theater College Auditions program
in New York City. She writes, "My training helped me uncover the artist I want
to become and the path to getting there." Shortly after being named a Texas
Young Master, Isabella was the South and Central Texas representative at this
year’s Jimmy Awards in New York.

In music, percussionist Annie Newton
(pictured) from Kingwood attended the
Juilliard Summer Music Intensive. This
three-week program included
masterclasses, private composition
lessons, and coursework in theory,
instrumentation, analysis, and musical
improvisation. Austin pianist Josephine
Chow also trained at the Juilliard Summer
Music Intensive, further refining her
technique and musical expression. From
The Woodlands, Hana Reel attended the
2026 Interlochen Opera Summer Program,
participating in masterclasses with

acclaimed vocal coaches and networking with top young singers nationwide.
Dallas’s Ayden Yang trained with multiple renowned vocal coaches to develop
his voice while also studying songwriting under the tutelage of Rodman Steele.
He commented, “My artistic vision has become much broader through the
Young Masters program. Before, I often focused mainly on singing a piece
correctly and making it sound good. Through working with different teachers, I
have learned that the same voice can be used very differently depending on
the style, language, character, and meaning of the music." Elim Wong, from
Plano, attended the Senior Division of the Heifetz International Music Institute
for six weeks in Virginia. Elim, a pianist, grew in her technique and musicality
through instructors from across the globe. Houston’s Jonathan Zhang trained
with acclaimed classical saxophonist Dr. Wonki Lee to enhance his tone,
articulation, phrasing, and professional preparation.
 
In literary arts, Dallas’s Jenny Chu explored creative writing at Northwestern
University's National High School Institute for Playwriting. The program
empowered her to develop her voice and connect with a community of
passionate young writers and mentors, ending with a professional staged
reading of a ten-minute play written by each student. Jenny writes that being
part of the 2026 Young Masters class “connected me to the coolest teen artists



around Texas that I still talk to and admire, and I love how together we can
discuss our artistic ambitions while fostering interdisciplinary understanding."
 
These exceptional young artists have demonstrated immense dedication to
their chosen disciplines, pursuing intensive training that has helped them grow
as performers, creators, and leaders in the arts. We can't wait to see what they
do for their second summer of the program! We'll be taking applications for the
next class of Young Masters next autumn. Complete information on the Young
Masters program can be found here.
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Welcome, Adrian!

On September 1, TCA welcomed a new program assistant
to our staff. Adrian Pitts was born and raised in
Nacogdoches, where he participated in music and theater
programs while growing up. He later received a B.A. in
Sociology from the University of Texas at Austin, getting
involved with academic research and film production during
college. Adrian continued working in both fields before
joining the TCA staff. Outside of work, he enjoys cooking,
running, and journaling, and can often be found helping
friends out with their creative pursuits. Adrian joined TCA as Jared VosWinkel
was promoted to a program administrator role.
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